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STAFF REPORT 
C59 

A 72 11/29/17 
 W27133 
S 34 D. Simpkin 
 

GENERAL LEASE – OTHER 
 
APPLICANT: 

L.A. Seismic, LLC 
 
PROPOSED LEASE: 

AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 
Sovereign land in the Pacific Ocean, located adjacent to Seal Beach, city 
of Seal Beach, Orange County. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Installation, monitoring, and removal of 116 geophone seismic nodes. 
 
LEASE TERM: 

Four months, beginning November 29, 2017. 
 

CONSIDERATION:  
$125 for the term of the lease. 

 
SPECIFIC LEASE PROVISIONS: 

Lessee shall remove all geophone seismic nodes no later than the end 
date of the lease; liability insurance in an amount no less than $1,000,000 
per occurrence.  

 
STAFF ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION: 

Authority: 
Public Resources Code sections 6005, 6216, 6301, 6501.1, and 6503; 
California Code of Regulations, title 2, sections 2000 and 2003. 

 
Public Trust and State’s Best Interests Analysis: 

The Applicant has submitted an application for a General Lease – Other 
for a research project to provide a better understanding of the exact 
locations of faults and areas prone to liquefaction in the Seal Beach area 
of Orange County. 
 



 STAFF REPORT NO. C59 (CONT’D) 
 
 

-2- 

The Applicant proposes to place 116 geophone seismic nodes offshore 
Seal Beach in January 2018, for approximately 30 to 45 days. Unlike other 
seismic survey equipment, which can use high- or low-energy acoustic 
sources to collect data, the nodes use passive receptors (i.e., no acoustic 
energy is emitted) to detect seismic vibrations. The nodes will be placed 
on sandy seafloor habitat, outside the surf zone, and at water depths of 10 
to 30 feet. Node placement will be performed by divers from a small boat, 
and a qualified biologist will be present during placement to monitor for 
wildlife. Each node will be tethered to a small submarine buoy, which will 
float 1 foot above the node. Node deployment and retrieval will each take 
approximately 3 to 5 days each. 

 
The information collected will enhance the understanding of the Newport-
Inglewood Fault and aid in developing models to determine areas 
vulnerable to increased shaking during a seismic event. The sensors will 
also locate very small earthquakes (microseismicity) which will help 
identify the locations of subsurface faults.  
 
The research is supported by the Water Replenishment District of 
Southern California, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), and the California 
Institute of Technology (CalTech). The results and data collected from the 
project will be shared with USGS and CalTech. 

 
Climate Change: 

The project is a short-term (4-month lease) research/monitoring project 
offshore Seal Beach in Orange County. The activity would not involve the 
construction of permanent structures or facilities. Due to the type of 
activity and short-term, temporary nature of the project, the effects of sea-
level rise would not affect the project. 

 
Conclusion: 

Scientific study and education are generally consistent with the common 
law Pubic Trust Doctrine. The proposed lease is limited to a 4-month term 
and does not grant the Applicant exclusive rights to the lease premises. 
The activity would not involve the construction of permanent structures or 
facilities, and all temporary equipment would be located underwater. Upon 
termination of the lease, the Applicant will be required to remove all 
improvements from State land.  
 
For all the reasons above, Commission staff believes the issuance of this 
lease is consistent with the common law Public Trust Doctrine, will not 
substantially interfere with Public Trust needs at this time, and is in the 
best interests of the State. 
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OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
1. This action is consistent with Strategy 1.1 of the Commission’s Strategic  

Plan to deliver the highest levels of public health and safety in the 
protection, preservation, and responsible economic use of the lands and 
resources under the Commission’s jurisdiction. 

 
2. The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
as a categorically exempt project. The project is exempt under Class 6, 
Information Collection; California Code of Regulations, title 2, section 
2905, subdivision (e)(3). 

 
Authority: Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, title 14, section 15300 and California Code of Regulations, 
title 2, section 2905. 

 
3. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands. Based upon 
staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and through 
the CEQA review process, it is staff’s opinion that the project, as 
proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map  

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15061 as a categorically 
exempt project, Class 6, Information Collection; California Code of 
Regulations, title 2, section 2905, subdivision (e)(3). 
 

PUBLIC TRUST AND STATE’S BEST INTERESTS: 
Find that the proposed lease will not substantially interfere with the Public 
Trust needs and values at this location, at this time, and for the 
foreseeable term of the lease; is consistent with the common law Public 
Trust Doctrine; and is in the best interests of the State. 
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SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 
Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION:  

Authorize issuance of a General Lease – Other to L.A. Seismic, LLC, 
beginning November 29, 2017, for a term of 4 months, for the installation 
of 116 geophone seismic nodes as described in Exhibit A, and shown in 
Exhibit B (for reference purposes only) attached and by this reference 
made a part hereof; rent in the amount of $125 for the term of the lease; 
liability insurance in an amount no less than $1,000,000 per occurrence.  
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