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APPROVE A NEGOTIATED SUBSURFACE (NO SURFACE USE)
STATE OIL AND GAS LEASE
SOLANO COUNTY

PROPOSED LESSEE:
ABA Energy Corporation
7313 Huntington Court
Bakersfield, California 93308

AREA, TYPE AND LOCATION OF STATE LAND:
ABA Energy Corporation has submitted a complete application
for a negotiated subsurface (no surface use) State oil and
gas lease on about 30 acres in the bed of Tree Slough,
Solano County, California (see Exhibit "A" for land

description).

LAND USE: A
Because the State land is a waterway, surface locations for

oil and gas operations (drill sites) are not available.
However, oil and gas resources that may underlie the State
land can be developed and protected pursuant to the
Commission’s negotiated subsurface (no surface use) State
oil and gas lease. . This lease would allow Commission-
approved slant drilling from a county-approved drill site
and would permlt inclusion of the leased lands in a
Comm1551on-approved pooled area or unit.

AUTHORITY:
P.R.C. 6815(a) authorizes the Comm1551on to negotiate and

enter into oil and gas leases on State lands if any of the
following exists: wells drilled on private or public lands
are dralnlng or may drain oil and gas from the State lands,
the Commission determines the State lands to be unsuitable
for competltlve bidding because of such factors as their
small size or irregular configuration or their
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CALENDAR ITEM No. C54 _ (CONT’D)

inaccessibility from surface drill sites reasonably
available or obtainable, the State owns a fractional mineral
interest in the lands, or the Commission determines the
lease to be in the best interests of the State.

Because the Applicant controls, by lease and agreement, all.
of the private property adjacent to the State land described
in Exhibit "A" and because the Applicant has county (Lead
Agency) approval to drill a well near the State land, staff
has concluded that the criteria of P.R.C. 6815(a) have been
satisfied. A negotiated subsurface (no surface use) State
oil and gas lease with the Applicant will protect oil and
gas resources that may underlie the State land. The land is
unsuitable for competitive bidding because surface drill
sites are not available and wells drilled on the adjacent
private property may drain State oil and gas resources.

NON-NEGOTIABLE LEASE PROVISIONS: :
1. Primary term will be twenty years and for so long

thereafter as oil or gas is produced in paying
quantities from the leased lands, or so long as the
lessee is diligently conducting producing, drilling,
deepening, repairing, redrilling or other necessary
‘lease or well maintenance operations in the leased

lands.

2. No right to use any portion of the leased lands to a
depth of 500 feet for drilling locations, producing
facilities or related oil and gas operations.

3. All development of the leased lands shall be
: accomplished from surface locations on adjacent lands.

4. All drilling into the leased lands shall be by slant
drilling from surface locations on adjacent lands and
shall be on a course and to .an objective approved in
writing by the Commission’s staff prior to the
commencement of drilling.

5. Compliance with all applicable laws, rules and
regulations of Federal, State and local governments and
receipt of all necessary permits or approvals prior to
slant drilling into the leased lands.
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CALENDAR ITEM No. C54 (CONT’D)

NEGOTIATED LEASE PROVISIONS:
1. Drilling term of three years. However, if all or part

of the leased lands are included in a Commission-
approved pooled area or unit, then drilling operations
on and production from lands pooled or unitized with
the leased lands shall be deemed to be drilling
operations on and production from the leased lands that
are included in the Commission-approved pooled area or

unit.

2. Annual rental of $25 per acre ($750 for approximately
30 acres).

3. Royalty of 20 percent on gas and oil.

4. Performance bond or other security in the sum of
$5,000- o .

PREREQUISITE CONDITIONS, FEES AND EXPENSES:
Filing fee, processing costs, first year’s rental and duly
executed State 0il and Gas Lease (Negotiated-Subsurface-
Royalty) have been received and are on file in the
Commission’s Long Beach office.

AB 884:
01/23/94.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: i

1. CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(a)(3) identifies an
activity involving the issuance to a person of a lease
as a "project". However, if the site of the project or
area in which the major environmental effects will
‘occur 'is located on private property within the county,
that county will have jurisdiction by law and will be
the Lead Agency over the project pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15366.

2. As Lead Agency, the Solano County Planning Department
approves locations for the drilling of gas wells on
private property in the County. Negative Declaration
SCH #93033035 was prepared for this project.

3. Pursuant to the Commission’s delegation of authority
and the State CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal Code Regs.
15061), the staff has determined that this activity is
exempt from the requirements of the CEQA under the

-3- : ’
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CALENDAR ITEM No. C54  (CONT’D)

general rule that CEQA applles only to projects which
have the potential for causing a 51gn1f1cant effect on
the environment. Staff believes, in consideration of
the action taken by Solano County’s Negative
Declaration there is no possibility that this progect
will have a significant effect on the environment.

Authority: 14 Cal. Code Regs. 15061(b) (3).

EXHIBITS:

A. Land Description

B. Site Map
C. Copy of Negative Declaration SCH #93033035

IT IS RBCOHMENDED‘THAT THE COMMISSION:

1.

FIND THAT THE ACTIVITY IS EXEMPT FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE CEQA PURSUANT TO 14 CAL. CODE REGS. 15061 BECAUSE THERE
IS NO POSSIBILITY THAT THE ACTIVITY MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT [4 CAL. CODE REGS. 15061(b) (3)].

DETERMINE THAT THE CRITERIA OF P.R.C. 6815(a) HAVE BEEN MET,
THAT A NEGOTIATED SUBSURFACE (NO SURFACE USE) STATE OIL AND
GAS LEASE IS THE BEST INSTRUMENT TO DEVELOP AND PROTECT OIL
AND GAS RESOURCES THAT MAY UNDERLIE THE STATE LAND DESCRIBED
IN EXHIBIT "A" AND THAT THE STATE LAND IS UNSUITABLE FOR
COMPETITIVE BIDDING BECAUSE SURFACE DRILL SITES ARE NOT
AVAILABLE AND WELLS DRILLED ON THE ADJACENT PRIVATE PROPERTY

MAY DRAIN STATE OIL AND GAS RESOURCES.

PURSUANT TO P.R.C. 6815(a), ENTER INTO A NEGOTIATED
SUBSURFACE (NO SURFACE USE) STATE OIL AND GAS LEASE WITH ABA

‘ENERGY CORPORATION. THE LEASE WILL CONTAIN THE STATE LAND

DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT "A" (APPROXIMATELY 30 ACRES), A

DRILLING TERM OF THREE YEARS, ANNUAL RENTAL OF $25 PER ACRE
($750 FOR APPROXIMATELY 30 ACRES), ROYALTY ON GAS SUBSTANCES
AND OIL FIXED AT 20 PERCENT AND PERFORMANCE BOND OR OTHER

SECURITY IN THE SUM OF $5 000.

AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION OF THE DOCUMENT NECESSARY TO EFFECT
THE COMMISSION’S ACTION. _

- -
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EXHIBIT "A"
Land Description
Exhibit
W 40700
Tree Slough
SOLANO.COUNTY

NOTE: _
THIS EXGIBIT IS NOT A SURVEY, N :
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Exhibit € 51/6/07 OO

NEGATIVE DECLARATION
OF THE
SOLANO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
Meeting of March 3, 1983

PRO : U-82-27 / WD—-92-21 ABA Enerqgy COI_'p. Mallard #1

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION: Application for the drilling of
ti ' i i and

an exploratory gas well and construction of a pipeline

production wells as necessary located in the Suisun Marsh in the
northeast gquarter of Section 32 T4N, R2W MDB&M on Grizzly Island
adjacent to Van Sickle Road at a State Department of Fish and Game
Parking area in a "MP" Marsh Preservation zoning district. APN:

0046-190-230.

EINDINGS:

The Solano County Environmentzal Review Committee has evaluated the
initial study which was prepared in regard to t-e project. The
conmittee found no significant adverse environmen:i.l impacts likely
to occur which are not ml;lgated by the amended project description
to incorporate county requirements and comply with agency standards

to reduce to a level of insignificance or eliminate all potential

adverse effects. ‘The Committee determined that the project

qualifies for a Negative Declaration based on the mitigation
addressed in Section IV and incorporated in the amended project
description. Details of the Project description, initial study,

' findings, and disposition are attached.

GATION ' co R D ON:

1. Mitigation: Any detrimental impact on the Suisun Marsh will be
mitigated by measures reguired by the policies and regulations
governing the Suisun Marsh under the Local Protection Program.
The applicant has agreed to incorporate necessary mitigation
measures for the progect in as identified in the Solano: .County
Policies and Regulat’ons Governing the Suisun Marsh, pages 20~

22.
Verification: All other measures incorporated into the

project application for the exploration and production pad
shall be verified by on site spot checks by planning staff.

2. Mitigation: = The applicant will be reguired to submit a
grading and erosion control plan to the County Department of
Transportation and the Department of Environmental Management
for review and approval. The grading plan will include all
¢grading for the exploration pad and production pad and site
restoration. The grading and erosion control plan must meet

the minimum standarés of the Solano County Grading and Erosion

Control Ordinance,Chapter 31 of the Solano County Code. By

" CALENDAR PAGE . 400 =||
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3.

meeting these standards the project’s impacts associated with
grading will be reduced to insignificant levels.

Verification: The applicant shall submit grading and erosion
control plans to the Department of Transportation which must

be approved by the County prior to the issuance of any well
drilling permit. ,

All grading work will be restricted to the dry months of the
year (April 15 through October 1) as regquested by the
California Department of Fish and Game and a grading permit
will not be issued until April 15th. In the event of heavy
rainfall during these months, site inspection will be made by
Transportation Department staff to inspect erosion control

measures.

A site inspection by planning staff will take place prior to
the operation of the production facility. As part of the
inspection, staff will evaluate all grading activity to ensure
grading was restricted to areas delineated on submitted plans

and that the exploration pad was properly removed.

itigation: Additional measures provide to protect the

‘integrity of the marsh include:

1. The project engineer has developed an eguipment
layout design- that minimizes the size of the
drilling pad and still allows maintenance and
support services to the drilling rig.

2. All drilling cuttings and fluid production will be
disposed off-site (to be approved by the County).

3. The drilling time will be kept to the minimum
required which is expected to be not more: than 40

days.
4. Geotextile fabric will be installed prior to fill

placement to facilitate complete removal of all
fill material and to minimize impact to natural

substrate.
S. The depth of f£ill material will be kept to the
minimum regquired to support equipment. The

expected depth of fill material (sand and gravel)
is approximately 1.5 to 2 feet.

6. Erosion of fill material into the wetland will be
controlled by gradual slopes (4:1) at the edge of
the f£fill and a low berm (12 inch) above grade

.around the perimeter.
' CALENDAR PAGE

7. All £ill material will be remo
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geotextile fabric lowering the site to the previous
elevation of site.

The filled afea will be revegetated with wetlands

8.

vegetation equivalent to pre-project status.
‘ : R

9. The f£fill shall be removed and revegetation work
begun within 60 days of the removal of the drill
rig. _ . _ .

Verification:
1. To verify removal of the £fill and initial wetlands

vegetation on Grizzly Island, the applicant shall
submit a report from the applicant’s wetland
consultant to the Planning Division providing the

" following information::

A statement verifying the removal of the
27,000 sg. ft. of f£fill and the geotextile

fabric.

a.

‘b. 2 before and after picture verifying the
removal of delineated fill.

An assessment of the condition of the natural
substrate and existing plant stocks following
£fill removal. If results of the assessment
indicate substrate subsidence (compaction) the
original substrate elevation will be restored
by loosening the soil by discing. If existing
plant stocks do not survive, plants collected
form nearby natural plant stocks will be
installed at the site subject to the specific

approval of the planning staff.

This assessment and report shall be submitted to the
Planning Division within 45 days of ‘the removal of the
£ill. I '

2. Prior to project permit issuance the applicant will be
required to submit a plan for a monitoring program
(including criteria for judging the success of site
revegetation) to document the status of the revegetation
of the site one year after removal of the fill. = The
monitoring program shall be prepared by the applicants
wetlands consultant and its preparation shall be
guaranteed by posting a bond of sufficient size with
Solano County to insure its preparation and the
completion of any recommendations necessary to achieve
successful revegation of the site. If site monitoring

documents that the project has not been successfully
revegetated the applicant shall undertake all measures
necessary to achieve success.

. CALENDAR PAGE 402 i
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The verification of the removal of fill, successful
revegetation and incorporation into wetlands management
will be the responsibility of the Planning Division and
the landowner and the Department of Fish and Game.

4. Mitigation: Potential impacts on water quality will be
mitigated by the applicant’s proposal to contain all
-drilling muds, soil waste water and other fluids in a
storage tank or pit with an impermeable lining. After
drilling is complete, all drilling muds, solid waste,
waste water and other fluids will be removed from the
site and disposed of in a manner that does not adversely
affect other areas. (See Exhibit C for exploration

facility site plan).

_g:;f;gg;;gg; The removal of drilling wastes from the
exploration facility shall be verified by planning staff

during a site inspection prior to issuance of any
production facility permits.

5. Mitigatjon: A standard condition will be applied to the
© project regquiring it to be closed down during perlods of

high flood hazard.

Verification: N/A

6. Mitigation: Detrimental impacts on habitat and wildlife
"will be mitigated by the following “measures: The
applicant proposes to confine drilling activities to the
dry season of the year (May 1 - October 1) so that
wintering waterfowl will not be affected. The drilling
operations will be limited to as small an area as

- possible and will use an existing drilling pad. Access
roads and the drilling pad will be periodically sprayed
with water to minimize dust. If the well is abandoned,
the new drilling and production facilities will be
removed and the surface area will be revegetated with
native ' vegetation w1th1n one growing season after

abandonment.

Verification: If remedial actions are necessary for
enforcement, the use permit may be subject to revocation.

7. Mitigation: Any impact from sewage disposal will be
mitigated by using portable toilets temporarily located

at the site during drilling.

Verification: Verification w1ll not ired.
CALENDAR PAGE 403
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8. Mitigation: The applicant shall cobtain an encroachment
permit and post a bond for potential damage to public

roads caused by transporting heavy drilling equipment to
and from the site.

Verification: The applicant will be required to obtain
an encroachment permit and submit a bond to the

Department of Transportat:.on prior to issuance of a well
drilling permit. ° : ~

PREPARATION:

This Negative Declaration was prepared by the Solano County
Department of Environmental Management. Copies may be obtained at

the address listed below.
(D2 Mk s

Chrlstopher L. Monske
Planning Program Manager
Solano County Department of
Environmental Management
601 Texas Street
Fairfield, Ca 94533
(707) 421-6765

QR/AP /DL
€/33/74/93
pnegabs . doc
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January 27, 1993

Brian Parker

Environmental Management Department
Planning Division

601 Texas Strest

Fairfield, CA 94533

RE: Proposed Drilling Site: Mallard No. |

Dear Mr. Parker:

ABA Energy Corporation proposes to use an existing Department of Fish and Game
parking lot (Crescent Unit Lot No. 1) to accommodarz a drilling rig for purposes of gas
exploration. The lot is located along Van Sickle Road on Grizzly Istand. This site was chosen
as an alternative to other locations because it offers the opportunity to utilize existing access

roads, utilize exising fill, and minimize impacts to manzged wetlands and wiidlife. However,

ABA Energy has determined that additional area will be ns2d=d on a temporary basis to provide

an area sufficient to maintain and support the drilling rig. The temporary expansion of the lot
will requxre the filling of approximately 0.6 acres of non-ical wedand for an estimated pe'xod

of 40 days.

ABA Energy has requested our firm to prepare an izidal assessment of the impacts to the
wetlands and to propose appropriate mitigation measures 10 resiore the site afier fill removal.

Wetland area to be impacted

The wetland area is a seasonal marsh dominated by picklewesd (Salicornia virginica).
The wetland is flooded during periods of seasonal rainfzll and may also rec=ive water from

‘adjacent managed duck clubs.

Mitigation measures

The following measures will be implemented to reduce wetland impacts:

= The project enginesr will develop an equipment IavoutF AR ﬁ@guz- 405 f
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"The drilling time will be kept to the minimum required which is expecta

the size of the drilling pad and sull allow maintznance and support services to the
drilling rig. It is expected that approximately 0.6 acres of temporary fill will be
required.

Geotextile fabric will be installed prior to fill placement to facilitats complets
removal of all fill material and to minimize impact to natural substrats.

The depth of fill material will be kept to the minimum required to support
equipment. The ..xpcctmd depth of fill material (sand and gravel) is approximately

15to7fcst.

Erosion of fill material into the wetland will be controlled by gradual slopes (4:1)

. at the edge of the fill and a low berm (12 inch) above grade around the perimeter.

All drilling cuttings and fluid production will be disposca ofi-site (1o be approved
by the county).
ct2d to be

not more than 40 days.

Restoration mezsures

- Using the procedures described above, ABA Energy believes the impacts to wetlands will
be the minimum necessary to accomplish the drilling operation. The relatively thin layer of fill

1s not expected to cause compaction of the exisiing ground surface (Saesd Irzni,
Engineering, pers. comm.). The fill material may impact plant growth by killing above g

Irani
ground

portions of existing plants.  However, the short durztion of fill placement may allow below
- ground roots and rhizomes to survive. Upon complc:.on of drilling the foI]owmv resioration

measures will be implemented:

All fill material will be removed including the geotextile fabric.

The condition of the natural substrate and existing plant stocks will be assessed
by a qualified biologist following fill removal. If results of the assessment
indicate substrate subsidence (compaction) the original substrats elevation will be

restored by loosening the soil by discing. If existing plant stocks do not survive,

plants collected from nearby natural plant stocks will be installed at the site.
A monitoring program designed to determine the success of the restoration will

be conducted by a qualified biologist. ' If success criteria are not met, solutions
to rectify problems will be studied and recommended actions tzken.

CALENDAR PAGE
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Permits
An Army Corps of Enginesrs permit may be regquired for this project subject to Secdon

404 of the Clean Water Act. The type of permit required will be either a Nationwide Permit
No. 26 (if the wetland is determined to be "isolated” or "above the headwaters”) or an individual

permit. »
If you have any qucstiohs or require additional information, please call.

Sincerely,

MichaetTossel
" Presidént

, PhD.

cc: & dler, ABA Energy
Saesd Irani, Irani Enginerring
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Mr. John E. Taylcr, Director ' )
February 8, 1993
Pace Two

If there are any questions regardinc our comments, contact
Dennis R. Becker, Senior Wildlife Biologist, at (707) ¢25-3828.

~

Sincerely,

Brian Bunter
Regional Manacer
Region 3

€c: Suisun Resource Conservation ‘District

—
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IRANT ENCINEERING
PETRULILM D =DRER
6330 CRANT AVENUE
CARMUICHAEL CALIFORNLIA 95eus
916-9dul-J004

Decembezr 21, 1862

Mr. Brian Parker .
Solano County Dept. of
601 Texas Street
Fairfield, Ca 94333

Environmental Management

w

ABA Enercy, Suisun Bay/Grizzly Island Project

Enclecsed are '"Mazlaré" No.
layouts, production paé lay
"Malezé" No. 1 will be drilleé from the State Fish and Game parking lot
north of Van Sickle Road not far from Griz=zly Islcnc Club. This well
will be drilled directionally. The Darkﬂng lot will be extendad to
accommodzte the d‘ilTing rig as shown 1in the enclosed skstch. The

ill be made of 1 foot or 1-1/2

extension portion o‘ the érilling pad will
feet of sand and €" oI gravel. A pl:sblc sheet will separzie sand ané

1l from the native ground. The extension of the pad will be rsmoved
the drilling opsraztions ané the ground will be returned to its
cinzl condition. The Da’kingllot is big enough to accommodate the
ocuction eguipment as shown in the enclosed sketch. rish & Game
tment has visited the locztion ané is aware of our plans. Fish and

Game hes encors=c our plans verbelly.

"South & untnf No. 1 location is s;111 the same as Mr. Adler gave you

1='nc7os==':1 sketches . show the location of the drilling rvg .anié the
production eguipment. The 4" pipeline will be constructed 5' under the

EXlS;lnC ‘gravel roac= down to Van Sickle Road and wl‘l be connected to
'exi s..*nn PG&Z pipeline. e R ~ AN

The érilling operation at each site shoulé not take more than 40.days to
complete,. The operztion is on 24 hour basis. There will be no
hazardous material at the rig sites. The drilling cuttings and fluid.
will be hauled to a County approved site. If the wells are successful,
production eguipment will be placed on the locztions. procduction

eguipment are consists of

1) Heater/Separztor which separates procduced formztion water from the

2) Dehyération Unit which further reduces the weter content cf

ll CALENDAR PAGE 410
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Page 2 .
Dougleas Splche*
ABA Energy, Grizzly Island project

3) Tank which is used to store produced formation water. The content
of the tank is hauled periodically to a county approved injection well.

4) Meter and meter house which are used to measure amount of gas

produced. .

A pumne* will visit each production site daily to ensure the safety of
the operations and to record amount of gas producec.

Sincerely

-cCc: A3A
_Fish and Game
: Solano )
File

—
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

GOVERNING THE SUISUN MARSTT:
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iCN, CTerslTlignl 2N sToI- -~ -
s

cllowinc policies:

= - - r‘ad.--v—

Provisions eI e
ace shall be czxtrol

1~ v

1. Transsortaticn of natural c¢as by undargoound sipe-
line is the mest eccnemical and szlfe metisdé of cgas
t-anssortatzion in the Suistn Marsh arsa. IJutuse cas
pipelines should be permitted if they are comsistant
with tie Suisun Marsh Protecticn Plan and il the

desicn ané construction meet the fcllowing stancards:

(a) Zxisting pip
o
-

maxium ex

(b) The pipeline design meets all applicable salaty
stancaxds of the Qilice of Pipeline Safaty Crer-
ations (OPSO) ané other regulatory agencies

(c)’ The pipeline routs avoids tifal
aced wetlanés whersver possible and, if that is
not pessible, the route crosses as little zas-sh
cr manac2s wetlané as pessiZle.

(§) Wice track cr amghibious constructica ecuisment
is used in tical marsh or manaces wetland a~sas.
Pads cr mats are uses as neefed +D srevent any
canstruction eguizsaent Izcm sinking iznto the

2z he marsh plaxnts.

scit marsh mucs and éamaginc the

(e) Tka "trench aad pusa”™ coastructicn z:ethod is
tsed in all ticdal ma-sh and sanages wezland
‘areas where faasitlie, so that the ccastzuction
. -zcne is kezt as szall as pessizle and the mind-
" mum amectat ¢ heavy ecuizment passas thrcush the

marsh o> wetland z-ea,

laras

- a—
- -

(£) DPrior to any pipeline ccastruction o oo
activities in the Maxsh, the ccntractors cconsult
with the Decaz'ment of Fish anc Gams to deter-
mine at what t.JS8 Sdca comscouction or relasad
.activities shoulcé be ccacducted so as to create
the least possible adverse izmpact oz breedicng,
migration, or othex fish and wilélilfe activicies.

4

e canstzuct=ion

wee

3

(¢) Prior to any underz-ound gipeline
) in the Marsh, the contractors ccnsult with the
- Solano County Mosguito Abatsment Distrist &2 en-
- sure existing re-circulaticn water éitches are
&

not blockes anc levees are aceguan T
2ster pipeline construction, or that eflfective
mosguito control measures are maintaized.

-
-

- 419
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(n) At siosuch, muéilat zné bey crossings of cas
pipelines, the t-ench is éredces in 2 manner
tmzeninimizes turtidity ané prevenss inte--
ference ¢ the dredcing overation with fish or
wilcdliZe.

(i) A recular sucface and aerizl inspecticn cf the

line route is carzied out as recui-ed by

icnal gas wells or ancillary facilities are
- gt

2. I adéit
recuired for cas exploration, producticz, or injec-
tion, the érilling should be accomplishes with the
following safesguards:

(2) Drilling operaticns conlorm to the reculztions
cf the Califerniaz Division of 0il zaé Gas de-
sicneZ to prsvent cdamace to natural resources.

(b) The Exillingc operzticn is ccocniined to as small
an arsa2 as possible ané coes not irreversibly
camace unicue vezgetation or £fish axd wilcélife
habizz:ts.

(¢) 2fter érillinc is ccmplete, 2ll drillinc mucs,
watarwasts, ané any other fluids are remcved
entiraly frcm the site and dispeoses of in a2
manner that coes not adversely alflsci the Marsh.

(6) 211 tuiléincs, tanks "chrisimas t-ees® or other
fa2cilities related to the producticn or storage
cZ netural gas o not result in the permanent
lcss ¢ water surface in the Marsh.

3. Constructicn ané ériiling in ticdal marsi ané manaced
wetlané ars=2s should occur only cduring the éry months
o the yez-s (cenerzlly April 135 throuch Octozer 13)

. when these activiiies woulé not cdisturd wintering

weterfowl.

4. If gas wells zre abancdones, they shculé ke s=22led

in accordance with Division of 0il and Gas recula-
ions; the ¢rillingc or procuction facilities should
be removeZ; and the surface aresa shoulé be revegeta-
ed with native vegetation within one crowing season
after abancdorment.

2s rese=voirs is

5. Storace of natural cas in cepieted ¢
a reasonarle use ¢f the resource and shoulé be per-
mittes. S:iorace fazilities should meet 2ll safety
Gas.

stancéarss ¢ the Division of 0il and

X 21— I] CALENDAR PAGE 420
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[ o8

their mcvement ané flig
n

(X1}
1]

6. 3Because the Suisun Marsh cifers both natural gas and
cepleted gas elés suitzble Zor cgas stcrage, and
because it is close to the urian Bay Arez and the
propcsed waterZrzont iandustrial area on the Sacrzment
River, gas will procably continue to be transported
out of, into, and around the Mazsh. All cas trans-
portation into and ocut of the Marsh is now by under- .
cround pipeline svstems. If other tvpes of svsitems
for the transpert or stcrage of liguified natural cas
(LNG) are proposed for the Suisun Marsh area, a de-
tailed investigaticn of the hazards and impacis of
LNG facilities shoulé be carrief out prior to approval
of the facilities.

ho

(SO B

Utilities, Facilities ané Transpcrtation

i né transportaticn svstems

es, ran
in and immediatesly adjacent to the Suisun Marsh can (1) disrupt
the Ma-sh eccsystem at the time cI comstructicn; (2) have last-
inc ellescts on wildlife by forming barriers ané obstacles to .
t patterzs; ané (3) stizulate urian
are a prarecuisits fcr

v

n
develccment by rroviding services that

- such ésvelorment.

The Zollowing policies are incorperated to protect the Marsh
fren such facilities:
l. 'In the Suisun Mzrsh anf uslané arsas necessacy L2 oo~
tact the Marsh, izprovements to public utility facil- .
ities shoulé Zollow thsse planning cuidelines:

jf
i
H
]
(0]
4
i

from the ecc <
lines, whether acdjacent

existing uwtility corridcrs, should be construc:ad
so that 2)] wires ave at least six feet apact.

3mng

ent to the Marsh cr witiain

(b) , Urban utilities andé public services (e.g. nat-
ural gas lines, electric lines for loczl power
Eistrikution, comestic water mains, anéd sewers)

the Suisun Max-~

sh ané the adjacent tzlané area necessary o0 zro-
tect the Marsh only to serve existing uses and
other uvses consistent with protection of the Mac-
sh, such as agriculture. EHowever, utilities in
the seccndary management arsa necessary for the
operation of water-relatef incust-y within the
in the Suisun
Marsh Protection Flan a2t Colljprewirts S R
13le. CALENDAR PAGE 421
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t = *_g*ff“-}:'nvironmental Management

801 TEXAS STREET « FAIRFIELD, CALIFORNIA-94533 - (707) 421-87865

INFORMATION Reguiraed of Applicants For 0ZZice Usws
as
Part I of Iznitial study _ Application Nucter or Title
of
)
U-92-27/WD-92-2|
I T

Ezvirormental Impacts

A

Tha fellowing inforzation is reguired of the aprlicant for all
projects that requirs a per=mit and which the Departmernt of En-
vizonzantal Managexment detar=mines zre subject to review pursuant
€5 the California Znvironzental Quality Act (CEQA). Cempleta
disclogires of envirsnzental datza {s reguired and is in the bast
nty as to compliancs

terast of the applicant to avoid uncertain:
This inforzation must relate to the underlying

with CEQA. NoT=:

or petantial dsvelopment in all cases as descrised in Section I.A
and B belcw. Answers may be csatinued undar Section V or cn ac-
diticnal sksats. A .

I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: (Fully describe the na-
ture of the prcrossd project and the purpose of this

raguest, including the ulti=ats use of the prorerty which
ttach additicnal shset

makes this application necessary.
tinue under Saction V 12 necsassary.)

or contin
A. Project dascription: DRILL AN EXPLORATORY NETIRAT (AS
WELL AND, IP SUCCESSPUL, LAY 2 PIPFLINF ATANC TUP

ACCESS ROUTE AND DRILL DFEVELQPMENT WEIT.S

"> DPLEAS: SEE ATTACEMENT “A°

]
i . .
B. Ultimate purpose beyond prssant application:
PRODU ASD DEVELOP A 'NATURAL GAS PIELD.

IZ. PROIBCT DETAILS:

A. Environmental Settine: -

}
Dascribe tha project site and surrounding prcperties as
they presently aexist; inecluding inform=ation on unigue
featuras, soil stadility, plants and animals and cul-
(AtTach additional

tural, historical er scenlic espec:s.
shests and photographs of the site as necessary. Snap-

shets, etc., are acceptable.) - .
—. I LlnsmE 1S Lfollentl,
z}m A< A ;/fﬂfgr Lear Lirtitye: A BPrt 15 Y,

Locrilon)  TEET muplsat D/A’e’:/;)/ oty S T et 8

407/ Wirie BE TEMPLLHLy ool Eir D
: _ CALENDAR PAGE 422
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A COMBINATION OF FIRM

2. Surzﬁunding properties:
“HIGHZ LAND" .

- - b

B. Existinc Corncéiticns:

area (sg. ft. cr acres):

2.07 acres

1. .Prcject

2. Existing use of land: .
: EXCLUSIVELY USED POR DUCX HUNTING.

Numbar and typs of exigting structurss:

3.
a. Residential o
b. Agricultural __g -
¢. Commercial Y
d. Other 0
4. Nuxmber and tyre of existing trees: NONE

5. Slope of property: TEE AREA IS FLAT.
(0-6% slcge) acras

Flat er sleping
(7-15% slopa) acras

Rolling .
Eilly . (15-24% slopa) - _acras
Steep (253 slope) acrss

Descrive surrounding land uses (includa type ©f creop
° 12 agricultural):

NORTE DUCX EUNTING
SOUTH: _puCX BUNTING
T: DUCK HBUNTING :
WZST: _DUCK HUNTING .
Describe any power lines, water mains, pipelines cr

other transxmission lines which are located en or
. adjacant to the property:

NONE

8. Name ¢f creeks anéd natural or man=-mada drainage
channels through or adjacent to the propaerty:

NONE ‘
Primary vehicle access to property: EWY. 12 TO GRIZZLY
ISLAND ROAD (SOUTH), WEST ON VAN SICKLE ROAD

S.

C. Prcoocsad Changes to Project Site:

l, Changes in site ccntours and ve etation which will
result from eny g*ading.

T théqjyrfﬁﬂﬁﬂ-fb e Z”a&FCVD1!,

||u1NUTz PAGE
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2. Nuzker,

size and type of trees to be removed:

NONE .
3. Numser and type of existing structurss to be
removes: NONE
4. Type of fencing or visual screening rroposes:
NONE :

e _JTTEM R 0 anous

5. Access to project site:

Procosed method of water supply: ALL WATER TO BE TRUCKED IN

6. - -
NO NEED FOR PERMANENT SQPPLY. ,

7. Propcsed method of sewage disposal: PORTABLE UNITS - NO
NEED FOR PERMANEN? FACILITIES.

8. Period of construction and/or anticizated rhasing:

DRILLING:4/15 - 10/]

(PRODUCTION IS YEAR ROUND).

Resicential Project: Yes
(If "No", proceed to Item E.)

1. Number cof dwelling
units proposed:

One family
Two family
Multi-family
Czndominium

TOTAL

3.  Arproximate rrice rance of lots:

4. Approximate price range of units:

Commercizl, Indust
Res*dentlal Project:

Yes XXX No H*.xed

No XXX .Mixed

2.

(If "No", proceed to Section III.)

l. Total number of scuare feet of floor area:

2. Eours of cperation:

24** Months of Operation:

Number of Frcpesed
dwelling units with:

One keircenm
T™wo bedrocms
Three kecroczs
Four ¢r more

bedrocms
to .
to o

rial, Agricultural or Other Non-

2.07 ACRES

12**

*** SEE EXPLANATION ON ATTACHEMENT "A"
3. ?x“ec‘ed maxizum number of people/c :stomers using

facilities: 15 .

4. ExXpected maxizum number of employees, per shif::

All shifts:

5. Nuxber of parkin spaces
10 PARKING SPACES (

6. Nature of noise generablon,

roposed: LOCATION WILL ACCOMODATE

THAT IS KEQUIRED]) .

iz

- gy

E!ALENDAR PAGE 424
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IIZI.

7. Nature of cdcrs exitted, if any: NTESTT Tvmarrem
8. Tyze cf lcading/unlcacding facilities: NONE

135'; for
DRILLING ONLY

& Numbe:Acf stories:
EXPLOSION PROOF.

10. Tyrve of extericr lightin

11. Lot Coverazce: building coverage - %
surfaced area - %
landscaped cor open - %

NECESSARY PERMITS FOR TEIS PRCJECT: .
ing the

(ListT below all other permits you will need during
cevelcrment of this project.. Indicate if agzplicacion fer

necessary perait has been made.)

A. Federal agencies (for exancle; Corps. c? Exncirneers):

P R TP N RS T TN

PR L s s

B. State ané Recional acencies (for example, BCDC, Air Pol-
lution Centrol District): :

TO BE DETERMINEZED

Other lLocal agencies (including Ccunty acencies, szecial

istrict, cities, etc.):

TO BE DETERMINED

ENVIRONMENTAL CE=ZCXLIST:

Indicatz the following itams azzlicakle to,the prcject or
1ts effects. Discuss in Secticn V below a2ll itszs checked
"Yes" cr "Mayke" (attach additional shsets as necsssary).

Yes Mayke No

A. Chance in existing natural features
including any bays, tidelandés, beackzes, %

lakes, hills or vegetation.

B. Change in scenic views or vistas from
existing residential areas, public x

lands, or roads.

C. Change in pattern or character of X

general area cf prcject.

D. Generate signif
waste or litter

icant azcunts of solid WHILE DRILLIM&
X ONLY

Chance in dust, ask, s=cke, fumes cr

cdors. in vicinicy.
CALENDAR PAGE 425 .
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]

o.

PC

Mayke No

Yes
Change in ocean, bay, lazke, stream
or ground water; guality or guantity,
velocity, flcw cr alteration of existing
¢rainage patterms.
Change in existing noise or vibration %

TEMPORARY - DRILL:

T .
LB o

levels in the vicinity.

Site on filled land or construction or

gradinc on slcpe of 25% or more. R

Use or disposal of materials potentially.
hazaridous to man or wildlife, such as
toxic substances, flaamables or

ONL:

X DIESEL """"

explosives.

Chance in demancé for public services
(police, fire, water, sawer, etc.),
beyonc those presently available on

site cr proposed in the near future.

Substantially increase fossil fuel
cansi

ction (electricity, oil, natural
cas, eTc.).

Change in use of cr access to an

-existing recreaticnal area or

navigatzle strea=.

Crance in traffic on immediate road

system or vehicular ncise.

Removal of agricultural cr crazing

lands from procuctica.

(high_Jand) _X

Construction within a flcod plain.

X

Relocation of people.

VERSZ ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF THIS PROJECT:

PLEASE SEZ ATTACHMENT "A"

ADDITIONAL INTORMATION OR COMMENTS REGARDING POSSIBLE AD-

HCALENDAR PAGE

426
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VERIFICATION OF INFORMATION:

vI.
I hereby certify that the statements furnished aktove and in
the attached exhibits present the data and information re-.
quired for this initial evaluation to the best of may
ability, and that the facts, statements, and infcrmaticn
presented are true and correct meobest ¢f my knowledge
and belief.
Signature: Date Filed: AUGUST 11, 1992

ABX ENERGY CORPORATION C/0
Printed Name: ALAN BRETT ADLER Phone: (80s5)-589-7500
Mailing Address: 7313 EUNTINGTON COURT BAHRSFIELD, CAa. 9330‘8
| For Office Use
VII. STAFF REVIEW: p .
I'4 .

By: ‘?2411_ AKZ\JC—\ : Date: Zi-é?’ﬁlg
Comments: .

zthtercyd

“-cu.zmmn PAGE 427
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT REVIEW
PART II OF INITIAL STUDY
OF
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

APPLICATION NUMBER OR TITLE: U-92-27, ABA Energy Corp. Mallard #]

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING DATE: 3=-5-83

The following information is provided by the Department of
Environmental Management as a review of and supplement to the
applicant’s completed "Part I of Initial Study". These two
documents, Part I and II, comprise the Initial Study required by

the State EIR Guidelines, Section 15080.

I. ADDITIONAL DATA:
A, USGS Quad. Map: _Denverton County Base Map: 19 North

B. Zoning: "MP" Marsh Preservation
C. SCS Soil Classification: Class IV

D. Is project site in an agricultural preserve? Yes
E. Is project site in an airport runway approach zone? No

F. Is project site in an irrigation district? _No

G. In which APCD is this project located? _BAAOMD

H. In which fire district is this project located?
Montezuma Fire Protection District

I.  In which RWQCB is this project located? Region 2, SF Bay

J. In which Corps of Engineers District? _Sacramento

K. In which school district is this project located? _N/A -

L. In what city’s sphere of influence? __None

M. Is project site located within a seismic special study
zone? No

N. Is project site located within the Suisun Marsh study

area? Yes - Primary Management Area

O. A.P.N.: 0046-180-230

1 CALENDAR PAGE 428
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II. GENERAL PLAN CONFORMANCE:

The project site is designated "Marsh" by the Solano County
General Plan Land Use and Circulation Element. It is zoned
"MP" Marsh Preservation, and is within the Primary Management
- Area. Well drilling is an allowed use with a Use Permit and
subject to the policies established under the local protection

program for the Suisun Marsh.
III. ENVIRONMENTAL - REVIEW CHECKLIST:

A, General:
Yes Maybe No

1. Does it appear that any feature
of the project will generate major

public controversy?

2. Will approval of the project set
an important precedent for future

projects?

3. Could this project have any
significant impact upon the
existing character of the immediate
vicinity, or alter the present
or planned land use of an area?

4. Could it result in a major depletion
of any non-renewable natural

resources?

5. Could it result in the obstruction

.of any scenic view open to the’
public or create a visually offensive

site open to public view? —_ X

B. ‘Land:

- 1. Is it located in an area of envir-
onmental importance, hazard or cri-
tical concern (e.g., Suisun Marsh,

~ Sacramento River, lake, gravel deposits,
canal, slough, park, airport)? ' X

2. Could it cause significant
disruptions, displacement, or
removal of soils from the site. X

3. Could it change significantly the
topography or any unique geologic

or physical features? X

l[czu.mmmz PAGE 429
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Air:

1. Could it result in a substantial
detrimental effect on air quality
during and/or after construction?

2. Could it deter the attainment and/
or prevent the maintenance of any
published national or state air
quality standards (e.g. additional
source of autc emissions, dust,
smoke, etc.)?

3. Could it result in the emission
of objectionable odors?

Water:

1. Could it result in a substantial
detrimental effect on water
quality?

2. Could it deter the attainment and/
or prevent the maintenance. of any
national or state water gquality
standards?

3. Could it involve the possibility of
contamination of a public -water
supply system or adversely affect
ground water quality or supply?

4. Could it cause or contribute to
substantial flooding, erosion or
siltation?

5. Could it significantly alter drain-
age patterns or the rate or amount
of surface runoff of an area?

6. Will it involve construction of
facilities within an area subject
to flooding?

Animal,llfe:

1. Could it substantially affect a rare

or endangered species or its habitat?

Yes Maybe No

3 .
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~migratory fish or wildlife species?

Yes Maybe No

Could it cause substantial inter-
ference with the movement of any

Could it result in significant
changes in the diversity or numbers
of any species of animals (including
birds, fish, insects or microfauna)?

Could it result in deterioration or
loss to existing fish or wildlife

habitat?

Will the project individually or
cumulatively have an adverse effect
on fish and wildlife?

Plant life:

l.

2.

1.

0.

3.

4.

. trees, shrubs, microflora or

. of acreage of any agricultural

Could it substantially affect a rare
or endangered species of plant?

Could it result in significant
changes in the diversity or numbers
of any species of plants (including

aquatic plants)?

Agriculture:

Will it result in the removal of
prime agricultural land from
production?

Will it result in the reduction

crop?

Will it result in the reduction
in acreage of grazing land? :

Could it create significant con-
flict between agricultural and
non-agricultural uses? Y X

Noise, Light and Glare: -

1.

Could it significantly increase
existing noise levels?
A}
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Yes Maybe No

2. Could it introduce significant

new amounts of light or glare? X

Human Health, Safety:

1. Could it subject people or
structures to significant
geologic or fire hazard?

2. Does it involve a risk of an
explosion or the release of
hazardous substances in the event
of any accident? :

3. Could it result in the creation
of any health hazard or potential
health hazard?

4. Could it violate any state or local
standards relating to solid waste
or litter control?

Population, Housing:

1. Could it significantly alter the
distribution or density of the
human population of an area?

2. Will it reduce the existing housing
stock or create a significant
demand for additional housing? X

3. Could it have a significant growth
inducing effect?

Transportation, Circulation:’

1. Could it generate significant
additional vehicular movement?

2. Could it cause significant alter-
ations to present transportation
patterns? : X

3. Could it necessitate significant
road improvements or construction
or significantly increase the need
for road maintenance? X
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Yes Mayb2 No

4. Could it create significant

additional waterborne, rail or
air traffic?

5. Could it significantly increase

traffic hazards to motor vehicles,
bicyclists or pedestrians?

" Public Services, Utilities

1. Could it have a significant effect
upon or result in the need for new
or altered governmental services
or facilities involving:

a.
b.
c.

d.

Fire protection?
Law enforcement?
Parks and recreational

opportunities?
Other governmental services?

>< Id NIN

2. Could it have a significant effect
upon or result in the need for new
systems or major alterations to the

following utilities:

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

" Enerqgy

1. Could it use substantial amounts -
of fuel or energy?

Power or natural gas?
Water?

Sewers? :
Storm water drainage? -
Solid waste and disposal? '
Irrigation facilities?

><xk<x><x

2. Could it create a significant new

‘demand upon ex1st1ng sources of
energy?

Archaeological, Historic:

1. Could it result in destruction,

disturbance of a significant
archaeological site?
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Yes Maybe No

2. Could it result in destruction,
disturbance or removal of a
significant historical site,
structure or object?

0. Mandatory Findings of Significance (Section 15065)

1. Does the project have the potential
to degrade the quality of the envi-

- ronment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species,
cause a fish or wildlife population
to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate important
examples of the major periods of Cali-
fornia history or prehistory? -

be

2. Does the project have the potential
to achieve short-term private goals
to the disadvantage of long-term
environmental goals? -

be

3. Does the project have possible
environmental effects which are
individually limited but cumula-
tively considerable? As used in
the subsection, "cumulatively

' considerable" means that the incre-
] mental effects of an individual
project are considerable when
. viewed in connection with the effects
of past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects. - - X

4. ‘Will the environmental effects of
the project cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings,

either directly or indirectly? X

IV. Discussion of items indicated in I, II and III above.
(Include mitigation measures and alternatives designed to reduce
significant effects, causing them to mo longer be significant.)

- B.1

The project is located in the Primary Management Area of
the Suisun Marsh, an area of critical environmental

concern.
—
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B.2, D.4,

MITIGATION:

Any detrimental impact on the Suisun Marsh will be
mitigated by measures regquired by the policies and
regulations governing the Suisun Marsh under the Local
Protection  Program. The applicant has agreed to
incorporate necessary mitigation measures for the project
in as identified in the Solano County Policies and
Regulatlons Governing the Suisun Marsh, pages 20-22.

VERIPICRTIDN.

All other measures incorportated into the project
application for the exploration and production pad shall
be verified by on site spot checks by planning staff.

D.5

The project involves the fill 'of an area 150’ by 180’
(27,000 sqgq. ft.) to allow for the temporary construction
of a drill pad. This area is within a managed wetland on
a parcel owned by the California Department of Fish and
Game. This area, when combined with the existing parking
lot at the site, w:Lll provide an acceptably sized drill

pad.

This well will be drilled directionally. The parking lot
will be extended to accommodate the drilling rig as shown
in the attached sketch. The extension portion of the
drilling pad will be built on a 1 to 1 1/2 foot sand box
topped with 6 inches of gravel. A geotextile fabric will
separate sand and gravel from the native ground. The
extension of the pad will be removed after the drilling
operations and the ground will be returned to its
original condition. The parking lot is big enough to
accommodate the productlon equipment as shown in the

.attached sketch.

The proposed £ill could alter drainage patterns, increase
surface runoff, contribute to erosion on the sides of the

graded areas and disrupt soils.

The mitigation measure below will insure that the impacts
to wetlands will be the minimum necessary to accomplish

the drilling operation and will not result in significant

environmental effects. The relatively thin layer of £ill
is not expected to cause compaction of the existing
ground surface. The £fill material may impact plant
growth by killing above ground portions of plants.
However, the short duration of £fill placement may allow
below ground roots and rhizomes to survive.

8 Il
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MITIGATION:

The applicant will be regquired to submit a grading and
erosion control plan to the County Department of
Transportation and the Department of Environmental
Management for review and approval. The grading plan
will include all grading for the exploration pad and
production pad and site restoration. The grading and
erosion control plan must meet the minimum standards of
the Solano County Grading and Erosion Control Ordinance,
Chapter 31 of the Solano County Code. By meeting these
standards the project’s impacts associated with grading

will be reduced to insignificant levels.

VERIFICATION:

The applicant shall submit grading and erosion control
plans to the Department of Transportatlon which must be
approved by the County prior to the issuance of any well

drllllng permit.

All grading work will be restrlcted to the dry months of
the year (April 15 through October 1) as requested by the
California Department of Fish and Game and a grading
permit will not be issued until April 15th. In the event
of heavy rainfall during these months, site inspection
will be made by Transportation Department staff to
1nspect erosion control measures.

A sn:e inspection by planning staff will take place prior
to the operation of the production facility. As part of
the inspection, staff will evaluate all grading activity
to ensure grading was restricted to areas delineated on-
submitted plans and that the exploration pad was properly

removed.

MITIGATION:

Additional measures provide to protect the 1ntegr1ty of
the marsh include:

1. The project engineer has developed an equipment
layout design that minimizes the size of the
drilling pad and still allows maintenance and
support services to the drilling rig.

2. All drilling cuttings and fluid production will be
disposed off-site (to be approved by the cOunty)

3. . The drilling time will be kept to the minimum
required which is expected to be not more than 40

days.
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Geotextile fabric will be installed prior to fill
placement to facilitate complete removal of all
£fill material and to minimize impact to natural

substrate.

The depth of fill material will be kept to the

minimum regquired to support equipment. The
expected depth of fill material (sand and gravel)

is approx1mately 1.5 to 2 feet.

Erosion of fill material into the wetland will be

controlled by gradual slopes (4:1) at the edge of
the fill and a low berm (12 inch) above grade

around the perimeter.

All £fill material will be removed including the
geotextile fabric lowering the site to the previous

elevation of site.

The filled area will be revegetated with wetlands
vegetation equivalent to pre-project status.

The fill shall be removed and revegetation work

begun within 60 days of the removal of the drill

rig.

VERIFICATION:

. l L

To verify removal of the £fill and initial wetlands
vegetation on Grizzly Island, the applicant shall
submit a report from the applicant’s wetland
consultant to the Planning Division providing the
following information:

a. A statement verifying the removal of the
27,000 sg. ft. of fill and the geotextile
fabric.

b. A before and after picture verifying the
removal of delineated fill.

c. An assessment of the condition of the natural
substrate and existing plant stocks following
£ill removal. If results of the assessment
indicate substrate subsidence (compaction) the
original substrate elevation will be restored
by loosening the soil by discing. If existing
plant stocks do not survive, plants collected
form nearby natural plant stocks will be
installed at the site subject to the specific
-approval of the planning staff.
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This assessment and repert shall be submitted
to the Planning Division within 45 days of the

removal of the fill.

2. Prior to project permit issuance the applicant will
be. required to submit a plan for a monitoring
program (including criteria for judging the success
of site revegetation) to document the status of the
revegetation of the site one year after removal of
the f£fill. The monitoring program shall be prepared
by the applicants wetlands consultant and its
preparation shall be guaranteed by posting a bond
of sufficent size with Solano County to insure its

preparation and the completion of any
recommendations necessary to achieve successful
revegation of the site. If site monitoring

documents that the project has not been
successfully revegetated the applicant shall
undertake all measures necessary to achieve

success.

The verification of the removal of £ill, successful
revegetation and incorporation into wetlands
management will be the responsibility of the
Planning Division and the landowner and the

Department of Fish and Game.

Drilling muds or any hazardous material handled or stored
on-site could have detrimental effect on water gquality.

MITIGATION:

Potential impacts on water quality will be mitigated by
the applicant’s proposal to contain all drilling muds,
soil waste water and other fluids in a storage tank or
pit with an impermeable 1lining. After drilling is
complete, all drilling muds, solid waste, waste water and
other fluids will be removed from the site and disposed
of in a manner that does not adversely affect other

areas. (See Exhibit C for exploration facility site
plan).

VERIFICATION:

The removal of .drilling wastes from the exploration
facility shall be verified by planning staff during a
site inspection prior to issuance of any production

facility permits.
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E.4, H.1,

Yes- The Suisun Marsh is within the 100 year flood plain
identified by the Federal Emeregency Management Agency.
Public safety at the facility is not at risk from the
areas flood hazards as it is not a structure for human
occupancy. As mitigated the project will not create a
significant environmental effect from flooding.

MITIGATION:
A standard condition wJ.ll be applied to the project

requiring it to be closed down during per;ods of high
flood hazard. .

VERIFICATION: N/A

H.2

The noise, night time 1lighting, dust and traffic
associated with well drilling activities could effect

wildlife and its habitat.

MITIGATION:

Detrimental impacts on habitat and wildlife will be
mitigated by the following measures: The applicant
proposes to confine drilling activities to the dry season
of the year (May 1 - October 1) so that wintering
waterfowl will not be affected. The drilling operations
will be limited to as small an area as possible and will
use an existing drilling pad. Access roads and the
drilling pad will be periodically sprayed with water to
minimize dust. If the well is abandoned, the new
drilling and production facilities will be removed and
the surface area will be revegetated with native
vegetation within one growing season after abandonment.

VERIFICATION:

" If remedial actioris are necessary for enforcement, the

use permit may be subject to revocation.

During drilling, when 15 people may be at the site, the
need for sewage disposal could present a health hazard.

MITIGATION:

Any impact from sewage disposal will be mitigated by
using portable toilets temporar:.ly located at the site

during drilling.
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VII.

VERIFICATION:

Verification will not be required.

Movement of heavy drilling equipment across County roads
could result in the need for repalr work follow1ng

project construction.

MITIGATION:

The applicant shall obtain an encroachment permit and
post a bond for potential damage to public roads caused
by transporting heavy drilling equipment to and from the

site.

VERIFICATION:

The applicant will be required to obtain an encroachment
permit and submit a bond to the Department of
Transportation prior to issuance of a well drilling

permit.

. COORDINATION:

1. Agencies having jurisdiction by law (Section 15366).

Suisun Resource Conservation District,
California Department of Fish and Game, and
. San Francisco Water Quality Control Board.

2. Responsible agencies (Section 15381).

San. Francisco Bay Conservation & Development Commission,

California Division of 0il and Gas,
Solano County Department of Transportatlon, and

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDATION:

No significant environmental impacts are anticipated that
cannot be mitigated as described in Section IV. Staff
recommends that the project qualify for Negative Declaration.

PREPARATION OF PART II OF INITIAL STUDY:
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Date: _2-8-93

Prepared by: Brian Parker, AICP

Title: Senior Planner

VIII.ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW COMMITTEE DETERMINATION:

Categorical Exemption, Class

Disposition:
X_ Negative Declaration required

EIR required

Referred back to submitting agency for
additional information

Other action

———

This disposition constitutes the official action of the Committee
pursuant to Article III.B of the Solano_County EIR Guidelines.

..-\
j'r’!\ < !‘" '.;.
ERC Secretary
3-593

Date

Copies of this initial study are available at the Solano County
Department of Environmental Management.

BP/pj
BPU9227R.PII

bf c:/1-93

T ——
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