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REQUEST FOR ·AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER 
A TITLE SETTLEMENT WITH THE SIENNA CORPORATION 

CONCERNING PROPERTY ALONG A ONE AND ONE-HALF MILE STRETCH 
OF THE SAN JOAQUIN RIVER IN RURA~ FRESNO COUNTY; 

INCLUDING A $30, 000 CONTRI!BUTION ·TO THE KAPILOFF LAND BANK FUND 

·PARTY: The Sienna Corporation 
c/o James A. McKelvey 
Motscheidlcr, Michaelides & Wishon 
1690 West Shaw Avenue, suite 200 
Fresno, California , 93711 

In September of this year" staff of the St!ate I.an~s commission 
(Commission) met wit..'l the record owner of property aloi1g the 
San Joaquin River in rural Fresno county. The subject property, 
known as Ball Ranch, contains 592 acres of land. Its location is 
shown for reference- on Exh:lbit "A" to this calendar item. At the 
time of thia meeting in_ September, the property ~as· in the record 
o~~er§hip of the Ball family. It. has since been purchased by the 
sienna corporation (Siem~,a), a property developer ba5ed in 
Minnesota. 
The Ball Ranch is one of the single largest ownerships of property 
along the San Joaquin River near Fre$no and includes ponds left 
from gr~vel mining and significant areas of riparian foliage, and 
open wo~idl~nd. It lies approximately three miles downstream of 
·Friant Oam4 sienna Corporation has requested Fresno County to 
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 4 4 (CON'f'Dl 

amend its General Plan to all~ow this property to be developed with 
residences and ~ golf course'.. . 

The state Lands commission has been active in protecting sovereign 
rights in the San Joaquin River, both upstream and downstream of 
the city of Fresno. There has been substantial controversy with 
local landowners, many of whom have established paper title t9-the 
bed of the River since the construction of Friant Dam an,j the 
reduction of water levels. In thr: case of the Ball Rar1.ch, a 
settlement agreement ha!.. been drafted by the staff and h~~; been 
approved by sienna which determines the landward ~xtent of state 
title interests within the subject proper:ty. The agreement is on 
file at the Commission's Sacramento office and is incorporated by 
reference·.:!~ a par.t of this calendar item. 
The most important 'terms of the settle~ent provide ~~at: 

1. ''l'he parties will set a boundary line between their 
ownerships through the length of the Ball Ranch. Under 
the agreement, the~e will be private fee ownership on one 
side of the line and State sovereign fee owraership o~, the 
other. 

2. The State will termlnate any possible sovereig~~ land 
tjtle in an ar~a of the Ball Ranch where there is' title 
uncertainty. ·xn exchange for this termination, Sienna 
will contribute $30,000 to the Kapiloff Land Bank Fund. 
The area in which the ·public trust i~· to be terminated 
is open woodland separated from the active channel of the 
San Joaquin River by land to be settled in the State 
under the agreeme!lt. This area h; subject to substant,ial 
t~tle uncertainty because it is shown on available maps 
as an island above the high water flows of the 
San Joaquin River just prier to the constructJcn of 
:Friant Dav.i. 

3. Sienna will deed an acce~> easement to the State between 
the nearest public road ·arid iand quieted in the state ~n 
the San. Joaquin River. This easement shall be t·or non­
motorized public use and ~otorized use by State vehicles. 

The staff of the state Lands Commission and the Offic;e of the 
Attorney General have evaluated the proposed settlement in 
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cor.sideration of envircn.,ental, iegal, boundary and appraisal 
factors. The settlement is reCommended for several reasons: (l) 
1t will settle sovereign title in a significant reac.'1 on ttie 
San Joaquin River; (2) it Will also Permanently Protect riparian 
hnd along the river J.11< sovereign ownership; (3~ access to <the 
P.iver will also be aSsured and may be increased under the 
Subdivision Map Act should Fresno County permit a new subdivision 
of the Upland at thfo site; and (4) it will provide the first 
Kapiloff funds for expenditure in the ,s~!l Joaquin River reqion. 
AB 884: N/A 

OTHER FERTINENT INFORffA'l'ION: 

< l. Pursuant to the Commission• s deleqation of 

'EXHIBIT: A. 

authority and the State CEQA Guidelines 
(14 Cal. Code Regs. 15061), the staff has 
determined that this< activity is ecxempt frcim 
the requirements of the CEQA as a <statutorily 
exempt project. The project is exempt because 
it involves the settlement of title and .boundary. ·problems. 

Authority; 
P.R.c. 21oso.11 

Site Map for Ref~rence Only. 
IT IS RECOMMEMDEO THAT '.i'ffE COMMISSION: 

1. FINO THAT THE AC'l'IVITY< rs EXEffl>r FROM THE REQUIREHP..ih's OF <THE 
CEQA PURSUANT '1'0 14 CAL. CODE REGS. 15061 AS ,\< ilTAT,trroRi:LY 
EXEMPT PROJEcr PIJRSUANT '1'0 p. Ii. c. SEC'l'ION 21080. J.-i , sETTLll!!ENT OF' TITLE ANO BOUNDARY PROBLEMS; 

2. AllTHORIZE THE EXECU'l'IVE OFFICER TO EXECtrrE -!Jio 1'0 DELIVER IN?;-0 
ESCROW FOR RECORDATION IN THE OFFICE or, '.!'HE FRESNO COUN:i'y 
REcORDER A BOt~DARy LINE AND EXCHANGE AGREEMENT wiTn 
SUBSTANTIALLY '.!'HE TERMS DESCRIBEo IN 'l'l>Ts CALENDAR !Till!; 

3. FI Nb i-HAT THE i•ARTrEs HA VE A GOOD FAITH AND BONA FIDE DISPD'i'E 
RESPEC'l'ING THE: BOUNDAR? BE'l'WEEtl STATE AND PRIVATE TITLE 
INVOLVING LANO llITHIN THE BALL RANCH; THAT THE Z?ROPOSEO 
BOUNDJl.RY LINE ANO <ExCHANGE AGREEMENT Ai!E A COMPROMISE 
CONSISTENT WITH ANO< AtlTHORizEO BY THE fu:QUIREMENTs OF LAff 

-3-



INCLUDING P.R.C. SEC'i'ION 6307; 'THAT ANY SOVEREIGN INTER~STS 
CONVEYED TO A PRiVATE PARTY BY THIS 'TRANSACTION HAVE nEEN 
RECLAIHED AND REMOVED 'FROM THE 'SAN JOAQUIN RIVER AND ARE NO 
LONGElt ·USEFuL OR SUSCEPTIBLE TO USE FOR NAVIGATION A)tD 
FISHING, AND THAT, UPOH RECORDATION· oi· -THI~ TITLE SETTLEKEN'~ 
AGREEMENT, ARE NO LONGER LAND OF THE LEGAL CHARACTER OF TIOJ: 
AND SUBMERGED LltNDS; ANO FURTHER, 'l'HAT THIS SETl'LEMEWC' 
EmANCES THE CO~FIGURATION OF THE SHORELINE AND HELPS r.r6 
I:'~OTECT !TS USE FOR RE«;:,REATION, VEGETATION, AND PRESERVATION 
OF RIPARIAN HABITAT; AND 

'*·· AUTHORIZE THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO TAKE ALL 
NECESSARY AcTION, INCLUDING THE FILING OF QUIET TITLE 
LITIGATION, TO ESTABLISH THE LEGAL VALIDITY OF THIS AGREEME~T. 
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