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REQUEST FOR'AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER
A TITLE SETTLEMENT WITH THE SIENNA CORPORATION
CONCERNING PROPERTY ALONG A ONE AND ONE-HALF MILE STRETCH
OF THE SAN JORQUIN RIVER IN RURAL FRESNOC COUNTY ;
INCLUDING A $30,000 CONTRIBUTION TO THE KAPILOFF LAND BANK FURD

‘PARTY ® The Sienna Corporation
c/o James A. McKelvey
Motscheidler, Michaelides & Wishomn
1690 Weast Shaw Avenue, Suite 200
Fresno, California 93711

In September of this year, staff of the State Lands Commission
(Commissicn) met with the record owner of property along the
San Joaguin River in rural Fresno County. The subject property,
known as Ball Ranch, contajins 592 acres of land. Its locatiorn is
shown for reference on Exhibit "A" to this calendar item. At the
time of thi meeting in September, the property was in the record

oW@ggghip 6f the Ball family. It has since been purchased by the

Sienna Corporation (Sienna), a property developer based in
Minnesota.

The Ball Ranch is one of the single largest ownerships of property
along the &San Joaquin River near Fresno and includes ponds left
from gravel mining and significant areas of riparian foliage, and
open wodidland. It lies approximately three miles downstream of
Friant bam. Sienna Corporation has requested Fresno County to
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amend its General Plan to allow this property to be developed with
residences and a gclf course.

The State Lands Commigssion has been active in protecting sovereign
rights in tlie San Joaquin River, both upstream and downstream of
the city of Fresno. There has been substantial controversy with
local landowners, many of whom have established paper title to- the
bed of the River since the construction of Friant Dam and the
reduction of water levels. In th= case of the Ball Ranch, a
settlement agreement ha:x been drafted by the staff and hais been
approved by Sienna which determines the landward extent of State
title interests within the subject property. The agreement is on
file at the Commission's Sacramento office and is incorporated by
reference as a part of this calendar item.

The most important ‘terms of the settlement provide that:

1. ‘The parties will set a boundary line between their
ownerships through the length of the Ball Ranch. Under
the agreement, there will be private fee ownership on one
side of the line and State sovereign fee ownership on the
other.

The State will terminate any possible sovereigrn land
title in an area of the Ball Ranch where there is' title
uncertainty. 1In exchange for this termination, Sienna
will contribute $30C,000 to the Kapiloff Land Bank Fund.
The area in which the public trust is to be terminated
is open woodland separated frcom the active channel of the
San Joaquin River by land to be settled in the State
under the agreement. This area is subject to substantial
title uncertainty because it is shown on available maps
as an island above the high water flows of the
San Joaguin River just pricr to the constructicn of
Friant Dam.

Sienna will deed an access easement to the State between
the nearest public road and land qguieted in the State in
the San Joaquin River. This easement shall be for non-
motorized public use and motorized use by State vehicles.

The Staff of the State Lands Commission and the Office of the
Attorney General have evaluated the proposed settlement in
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Staff has

Xempt frow
the Yequirements of t \statutorily
exempt Project. op J empt because
it involvesg the ®) tit]
boundarywproblems.

Authority; P.R.c. 21080.11

‘EXHIBIT: A. Site Map for Reference Only.
IT I RECOMMEMDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. FIND THAT rpp ACTIVITY IS Expmpp FROM THE REQUIREMEHTS oF THE
CEQA PURSUANT o 14 car. EGs. 35 A STATUTORTLY
EXEMPT PROJECT PURSUANT To p,g.c. SECTI -1, SETTLEMENT
OF TITLE anp BOUNDARY pRoBLEMS ;

#ND 70 DELTVER IN7.0
FRESNO county

AGREEMENT WITH
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INCLUDING P.R.C. SECTION 6307; THAT ANY SOVEREIGN INTERESTS
CONVEYED TO A PRIVATE PARTY BY THIS TRANSACTION HAVE BEEEN
RECLAIMED AND REMOVED FROM THE 'SAN JOAQUIN RIVER AND ARE NO
LONGER USEFUL OR SUSCEPTIBLE TO USE FOR NAVIGATION A'D
FISHING, AND THAT, UPON RECORDATION OF THIS TITLE SETTLEMENT
AGREEMENT, ARE NO LONGER LAND OF THE LEGAL CHARACTER OF TIDE

AND SUBMERGED LANDS; AND FURTHER, THAT THIS SETTLEMENY
EVHANCES THE CONVIGURATION OF THE SHORELINE AND HELPS TC
PROTECT ITS USE FOR RECREATION, VEGETATION, AND PRESERVATION

OF RIPARIAN HABITAT; AND

4. AUTHORIZE THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO TAKE ALL
NECESSARY ACTION, INCLUDING THE FILING OF QUIET TITLE
LITIGATION, TO ESTABLISH THE LEGAL VALIDITY OF THIS AGREEMENT.
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