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APPROVE A NON-EXCLUSIVE GE:OPtlYSlCAL SURVEY PERMIT 
ON TIDE ANO SUBMERGED LANDS UNDF.~ TUE 

JURISDICTION OF THE STATE l~NDS COMMISSJON 

APP~ICANT: Union Oil Company of California 
Attn: 3effery S. Attebery 
1800 - 30th Street. Suite 200 
Bakersfield, California 93301-1921 

TERMS OF PROPOSED PERMIT: 
Initial per:iod: The term of the Non-(xclus:ive 

Geophysi~al Survey Permit is 
f~9m November 1. 1990 through 
September 30. 1993. 

~ PREREQUISifE CONDITIONS. FEES. ANO EXPENSES: 
Required statutory filing .f•:!e, 
and perf orm&nce bond' have been 

STATUTORY REFERENCE: 
A. P.R.C. S~ction 6826. 

B. P.R.C. Section· 21080(c). 

C. P.R.C. Section 6870. 

expense deposit-. 
rec-dued. 

0. tai. Code legs., Title 2. Art~cle 2.9. 
~ection 2-100. 
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E. Cal. Code Regs., Title 2, 
Section 2905(e)(3). 

F. C~l. Code Regs.~ Title J4, Section 15074. 

AS 884: 03)31191. 

·oJ:H Eg ~t::RT .r f\Jf;l\!7T INF 0 RMA TI ON : 

1. On .May 24, 1984, the Commission, pursuant 
to the provisions of the CEQA, considered 
and adopted a Proposed Negative Dcclaratjcn 
(NO 35~. State Clearinghouse 84020113), ·for 
the program under which issuance of lh1s 

,permit is propoJed. the Commission found, 
based on its record, that there was no 
substantial evidence that the program, as 
revised and approved, woulG have a 
signiricant effect on the environment. 
(14 CPl. Code Regs. J5074(b)). 

2. On October 5. 1987, the Commission 
consid~red applications for genera] 
g~o~hysical permits. Th~ Commissipn found 
that new information, obtained after the 
May 2~. !9~4 Nagatiue Oeclaratio~. revealed 
that use of geophysical equipment, which 
emits strong acoustic pulses, may cause 
signiFiciant adverse effects upon the 
anvironment and that approval of a permit 
allowing use of such equipment requjred 
preparation of an envi~onmental impact 
report. However, the Commission also found 
that no new inf orm3tion revealed any 
substantial evidence that use of passive 
equipment or low acoustic pu]s~-gcnerating 
equi-pmenl. such as side-scan sonar and 
~agnetometer, would have a sig~ificant 
effect ,on the environment. Based upon the 
May 24. 1984 Negative Declaration. the 
Commission, therefore, approved the 
issuance of permits which provided for the 
use of equipment which has no more than two 
kilojoules of energy input. 
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3. Since 1987, geophysical surveys employing 
passive or lciw-energ~ cqu~pment have 
continued under the Commission's permits 
without significant incident or new 
evidence of potential environmental effects from the sur~eys. 

4. This activity 1nvolves lands identified as 
poss es sing si gni Fi cant enviro:'fifffiiit~~l values 
pur~uant to P.R.C. 6370. el. seij. Based 
upon the staff's consultation with th~ 
p~rson nominating such lands and through 
the CEQA rev~ew process. it is the staff's 
opinion that the permit. as part of the 
program for the project as proposed. is 
consistent with its use classification. 

A. Permit Regions. 

IT IS, RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION: 

I. DETERMINE THAT ON f'iAY 24, 19 84, A lllEGA TIU E DEC tA fiATI 0111, 
NO 3 5 8 , ST A.T;~ CLE AR INGHOUS [ 118 40~,0 I 13 • WAS COlllSIC t RED AND . 
ADOPTED toR ~HE PROGRAM UNDER WHICH ISSUANCE or THIS PERMIT 
IS PROPOSED Pl'1RSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA. A!'JD 
THAT ON 0CT0Bf:R 7. t 987, THE COMMISSION' REVI EWEO AND' 
CONSIDERED THE' IrJfORMATION CONTAINED) IN Tti£ NEGATJ U£ 
DECi.A RATION Ai\JL' 1:11 E COMMENTS IN THE COl".MISSI 0111 • S f IL ES 
WHiCH WfRE RECEf~ED IN RESPONSE TO THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION. 

2. nETERMINE THAT THERE IS NO SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE THAT TH( 
PROGRr.M UNDER WllICll ISSUANCE or TflE ·PERMIT IS PROPOSED. AS 
REVISED ANO APPROVED, WILL HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFiCT .ON T.~E ENVIRONMENT. 

3. AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE TO UNION OIL COMPANY or CALIFORNIA or A 
NON-EXCtUSIUE GENERAL PERMIT ro CONDUCT LOW- ENERGY 
GEOPHYSICAL jukvrvs FOR THE PtRIOD~OOEMBER I, 1990 T~ROUGll 
SEPTEMBER 30. 1993 WITHIN PERMIT REGIONS I. II. IiI, ANO tu AS Df;-SIGNATED ON EXHIBIT "A". 
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