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CALENDAR !T£M 

C23 

GENERAL PERMIT - RIGHT-OF-WAY USE 

09/i1-/9t) 
w 24565 
Fong 

~PPLICANT: Pacific Bell 
2515 South Orange Avenue 
f~esno, Ca~~fornia 93762 

ttREA. TYPE LANO ANO LOCATION: 
A parcel of sovor~ign 1and in lhc bed of the 
Kern Ri~er adjacen~ to the Highway 178 bridge 
in Bak,rsfield, Ke~n County. 

~~ND USE: The installation. use. and maintenance of a 
20-inch-di«meler casing for a telephone cable 
condui.t~-· 

TERMS OF PROPOSED LEASE: 
Init:ial period: 

Special: 

Thirt~ (30) years beginning 
September 30. 1990. 

:Les.sec shall. provj~fa~ ~m 11 a~ 
bl!il t- 11 legal 9escr?~ption arid 
survey plat of the installed 
t~1ephone casing and conduib~. 

CONSIDERATION: Public benefit pursuant ~o P.U.C. 7901. 

Qnsrs FOR CONSIDERATION: 
Pursuant to 2 Cal. Code Regs. 2(103. 

A~PLICANT grATUS: 
Applicant is permittee of upland. 
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CALENDAR ITEM No.C ~ 3 (CONT'D) 

PREREQUISITE CONDITIONS, FEES, ANO EXPENSES: 
filing fee has been rec~iued. 

STATUTORY ANO OTHER REFERENCES: 

AB 884-: 

A. P.R.C.: Di~. 6, Pa1~ts 1 and 2; 0.iv:. 13. 

B. Cal. Code Regs.: ~itle 2, Div. 3; 
Title 14, Div. 6. 

03/02/91. 

OTHER PERTINENT INrORMATlON: 
1·. n Negative OecJar~t:ion was prepared and 

adopted for ~~~~~roject by City of 
Bakersfield. The City -determin~d lhat the 
proj~ct will not ha~? a significant impact 
on the enuiro~ment. The State La~ds 
Commission's staff has reviewed such 
document. 

2. The existing telephone cables ~~d cond~ils 
attached to the unders~de of ~he westbou~d 
lane need to be relocated to a separate 
easement adjacent to the 24th Street Bridge 
' ' ) 

lo accommodate Cal trans• widening of ~the 
Highway_ 178 Bridge. Tho l:e lophone cables 
will be buried in a ·protective 
~0-inch-diameter 'sieel ca~ing under the 
Kern River. 

APP~OVALS OBTAINED: 
City of B~kersficld. 

FURTHER APPROVALS REQUI~ZO: 

EXHIBITS: 

Reclaw~tion Board. 

~- Land Description. 
B. Location ·Map. 
c. Notice of Oeterin'ination/Negn·,t-iue 

Declaration. 

rr IS RECOMMEN~ED THAT THE COMMISSION: 

l. FIND THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION WAS PREPARED.AND AOOPTEO 
FOR THIS -PROJECT BY THE cn:v OF BAKERsf.:~lELO AND THAT fHE 
COM~ISSION 11ns REVi 0-JEO tfNQ: CONS I O[R[O i'tt( "lNfORMOl lON 
CONTAINED THEREIN. 
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CALENDAR ITEM NO.; .J 3 (CONT'D) 

2. DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT. AS APPROVED, WILL NOT HAVE A 
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT. 

3. AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE TO PACifIC BELL Of A 30-¥EAR GENERAL 
Pf.~MIT - RIGHT-Of -_WAY. USE, BEGINNING SE PTEM'BER 30. 1990; IN 
CONSIDERATION OF THE PUBLit OEfu(fIT. PURSUANT TO 
P.U.C. 7901. FOR THE INSTALLATION. USE. AND MAINTENANCE OF 
A 20-INCH-OIAMETER STEE.:L CASING, TELEPH<r.~IE COND,~-1-T.S, AND 
CABLES ON T~E LAND DESQRIBED ON EXHIBIT "~" ATTACHED AND BY 
~EFERENCE 'MADE A PART HEREOF. 

-3-



I ~,...,.,r;_,...... __ n"- ".f?""- ""'"'"'1---- ... f"~'''" ..... ~-..o:oe'<'l'~ .... ~ ..... ~ .... ~ (, .... ~,,,v..*·"' •-.._>;;~•-<'>.....,,,,. '>.VK .... M...-; .. ~.n.,.,.-v.h -, "'"'-'"H'-""'-1.~? \'t>'f'""•""" ............. ,,. ...... ,... ........... ~ .... ...,,.," .,, ... x-~~ .......... ....-;:-~ .......... ~ .. ,-'<l'l.Q"i! ~:i-~ .... m;u;v..hl:.Y"\rM"ir"'O.'l~•':t;f....~~ ·~ ~('1'! .... ,,.._...,,.~.,x,.·~-1"., ~ 

~ I ' < ,l 

EXJilBIT "A"" 
w 24585 

LAND DESCRIPTION 

A strip of submerged land 10 feet wide in the bed of r!t~ Kern River iil Section 26. 1'29S. R27E. 
MDM. City of Bakersfield, Kem County, Calif omia. ti~ centerline of said strip lying 5 f c~~ on 
~h side of a line lying 7 feet nonheast and'pa..9Clllcl with the nonhcast right of way line of State 
Highway Route 178 t;re>Ssing sajd river. 

EXCEPTING TIIBREFROM any ponfon lying land\\'Md of the ordinary low Water~ of-me 
Kem River. 

END OF DESCRIPTION 

'PREPARED SEPTEI\~ER 19, 1990 BY LLB. 
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EXHIBIT "C" 

To:~ om:cc1~ Slld bemth 
J400T=:th s~acom 121 
~CJ\9Jal4 . 'rom: {P\lhijc Agm.,."'y,-_-.;..· -;.._-----­

BAkersf1e 1 d ¢fty Plann1n9 DC?pertment 
'Pot "fruxtun Avenuef46rtcu1 

Lkersfte1a, CA 933oi - COIW)'~ 
~ot'-.,, ---.-..-... ___ _ 

p~"ilUI 

Heg.itive Daclorat.1on fGr ralccatfog utt11ty ltmfs '.It 24th Street Brf~ge 1?793 

Sltlo~u.e, .. lad~ "'"'c-T~ {11~:.a!re~) ~Ptnca 

90020~95 Michelle Suverkrubbe 
Ptqsct a.:ocii~D(iwA'do~) . . · 

Westtic> •. md 24th Street Br1dge over the Kern River, 8Alcersf1eld. Kern County ~~Utm: 

Rel~.~tfcn 9f •~r".:~nd ·telephone Hnes from urider tt:e brfdge over the kern River .to Smi>amt9 easaenu .ea~t of the bridge. 

l. Th:~(Orill atwaiftell} hi~a~dectcama~ 
2. 0.\aEo.._,,,t&!.._.Rcpo¢ __ bllm_,.......,., ... _olCl;QA. 

~A Ncsmiwc ~ was~bh\ia~~tof!)c PR>VlsiouolCEQA. 
3.MWp:!on~o~ ~aolJ.,_eC!!!jl.ltljrkJmott!lo~atl.be~ 
4'.A~of~~Q;aa ~aocJ~CordUapntj«i. 

- ------

s.~~ Dm=S!OtllCl!'de~113~~ClaQA. 

Th!.1s.,_,,..,..,.11ao1m ____ .,..""'"'°'1WOJ;<&_,1o~.,.,,.-Nlllc11: 

~;;zz:;;;;.., -·~:==-___ s_i_:__,_~--:--.As __ si_s_ta_n_t .... P_1~ .... i1-ne_.r.._ __ -



C~LIF WATER sv~-ENGR TEL=408-441-7619 

.IC'a11iornia Water &it~~ice 
1720 North First StreBt 
s.t.n Jose~ CA 9Sl1l-4S9B 
Pht>ne: (408) 45l•841S 
Contact~ Morrio Quenrud 

Co. ·Pac:l!ic Bell 
251S South Orange Ave. ~ lA 
Fresno. c:A 93162 
·Phone: ( 209) 442-2140 
Contacts Tom Mason 

Re: Notice of Environmental Determination of 24th Street Bridge 
Wa~er and Telephon~ Line Replac~nts 

Dear Gentlemena 

The k!&karmficld tity council hos approved,, ori"Auguot 22, 1990, 
tho NegAtive Declaration., ·with mitigation, for replac:~ment of 
utility lines under the Kern R1'1er Bridge at 24th Street. ThiG 
reviaw was nacessary to sat1sf1l the State ~oard of R~clanat1on's 
requeet for env.b:onment.al raview of Californfa Water Servicf:' and 
Pacific Bell C~'& applications. l?nclosed for your files are 
copies of· tho Nntice of Rnv!oronrMantal l>etennbu:at1on and Netgativo 
Da9laration, which 11&ta m1t1gat1on mco.s,uree th.at must be followed 
in order to c~ply with appropriate env1ronmenta1 lav. Copien of 
t~es~ d~ts are being f orw~'1"ded to the Reclamation Board for 
their files.. This conclude& ~·.! env1:roiwentel review procese 
nece:uu'ry to COftli>lY with the Californie Env~ronmenta.l Ouality Act .. 

~~order to ~onitor'°ompl1ancc with tha mitioation measureu 
fQr each appl!ar.int, l will need a lotter fror.a a qualified 
biologlat. prior to ground cllsturbance, indicating. tbat· a biosurvey 
has been eomplet~d and conditions of the Habitat Conserv~tion Plan 
Advisory Notice bave b9en complied .\lith for both ·utility 'line 
easements and all surrounding projec.t P.re:a that w11i be afteot.ed by 
conatr'1Ctlon. As waa indicat~d .1.n the list of mitgation measures-, 
a mapping of all aensiti•.10 plant specie.& within tho path of 
dis'turbance must be cGmpleted also. The biological sur.vey perforaed 
for Pacific Bell coul4 b& used to sa'tisfy CAlifornia Wator'u 
requirement, u long as the survey covura al1 areas propcaed to be 
.415~ by both ~":::Q:tdQ in their cmutnotion &ctiv.lUu., a»J4 
the ~ is~ =r1 later ~ &'d:rtty U:\'13 prior to Gach ~ 41.Gt:u,rbb.g tbmc ~~, . 

If you hilve any -!'4rther, quosti~ns, pleP..tae feel free to call me at t eos > :326-3733. 

Sincerely,, 



EXHIB'IT A 
RECOMMEND'ED MITIGATION 

"'1itigation measures recommended with the Propos~d t:~eg8.tive 
Declaration on t~e project include .the following: 

l. The applicants m~st get permit approval for the project by the 
state Boa~d of Reclamation nnd/or the Army Corp of Engineers. 

2. Work on the project must be avoided during f1ood season .from 
November i's to Ju1y''~ 20. 

~· . . 

3. T o applicants must \':apidlv resodd ahd revegetate the streambank 
areas and replace \:he original concrete and granite rip-rap 
after construction tb prevent erosion of the stre8mbank into the 
river and to mitig~~e potential impacts to habitat and water 
quality. 

,. -- 4. The appl,icants must submi-t a soils report, a grading plan, an 
excavation plan, and eievation drawings to the City Planning 
Departl\'rent prior to issuance of construction permits. Thesa 
plans,~houl4_show d~tails of proposed ~isturbance &tea, 9radin 
and soi~s detail.s~ rip-rap remova.1 and replacement. plans, 
and proposed truck access routes. 

5. ~e applica~ts should ad.her~- 'to applicable building 'f.odes arid 
proper construction practices, such as water spraying;, to 
control fUgitive dµst. 

6. Th~ placement of the utility lines under the river should be 
done a.s 'to not result in a reduction in the riv~t disch~.rge 
capacity. 

7. In order ~o mitigate the proposed' impacts tc,pl~t life through 
the removal. of 'Some will.O'WS, co~tonYoods, riP,."'rian shrubs, 
and grasses, the' following must be obse~"'Ved: · 

i. Revegetate the strea:mbank areas on the ca~t and west banks of 
th~ river with appropriate vegetation incl·J.di!19 cottonwoods and 
tree willows. Revegetation will be A~ en appropriate density 
arid.wili utilize plants of·~- large ~nough size to assure that 
the creation ,of a pennanent ,, 'biologically valuable wetland, 
association will occur. ~evegetatior:-i or landscaping with native 
or, compatible ·shrubs and trees is required. ' 



EXHIBIT A 
RECOMMENDED MITIGATION 

(cont.) 

li. Remove only ·the minimal amount of st~ca!t'.bank vegetation 
necessary for c~onstructi:on. All t'rees should be protected, from 
construction if possible. A vegetation plan outlining: all 
vegetation on-site; any vegetation,. including trees pro;">osed to 
be removed; and~ all replacement species intended to i.>e Qsed, 
must be approved by the Planning Department prior to 
construction. 

iii.Protect nearby vegetat~on by careful construction 
practices, including but net limited to: 

1. Not storing any construc~ion material or placing any 
fill on top of or within the·drip1ine of trees or other 
vegetation which arc to remain undlnturbcd. 

2. H~avy eguipmont will not bC oper~ted or parked 
underneath or on top of such vevetation. 

3. If la.:s:-ge trees are very close to the area of 
con~truction, the City w~ll place temporary barriers 
ar<>und them,tQ protect accidental damage. 

8. Removal of er construction to the bridge may af feet the nests of 
cliff swalloos currently ~~-c~~h~ to the underside of the 
existing structure. Even th6:tgh cliff swallows enjoy no special 
state protection .. , they are ,protected during their bree_ding 
season under the Federal Miqra\.:.~ey Bird Treaty Act. Mitigation 
should include restricting the'' re."ltoval of the water and 
telephone llnes from April 15 through July 31 to avoid the cliff 
swallo~ breeding season. 

9. In order to comply with St; lte and Federal Endangered Specie!s 
Acts, the applicant must consult the attached advisory notice 
p~epared by the u.s. Fish and-Wildlife service «ith regard to 
potential imp3cts on the San Joaquin kit fox. Precoristruction 
surveys for kit foxes and vegetation to bs.disturbed in the area 
of proposed disturbance must. be compl~ted·by a qu~lified 
biologist and reviewed by the City Planning Department prior to 
construction. 

10. In order to avoid any significant deterioration to existing 
fish arid wildlife habitat in ihc riverbed, a section 1601. Permit 
from the California Department of Fish and Ganie, and possibly a 
wetland protection permit from the u.s. Artirii Corp of Engineers 
may need •'-::> be .. _filed wit~ the appropriat~ agencies. Applicant 
must cohsi.;.it w$.th .these agencies priC:lr to construction. 

11,,. The bikepath must be kept open at a~~ times. Construction can 
fiiCluael>Or1rig under the bikeway or re~outing the bikeway during 
ut1.li ty line placement. The applicant: should try to complete 
the project in an expedient ~ manner a~~ ~gzie, 
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' ~ ....._, 

~__,,(_Res __ pon~s-i~b-l_e_Ager.cy _____ ) __ ~~ From: City ct Bakersfield 
- ''-\{Lood Ag~) 

(Address) 

Piannirag DePartment 
1501 Truxtun Avenue 

(Address) 

Bakersfield, Ca. :3330li 

SUBJ'l:rr: Draft Negative Declaration. 

City of Bakersfield will be the Lead Agency an:i will prepare a Negative 
Declaration fOr the project identifie::l ~ow •. We n-""ed 1 to know the views of 
your agency ~ to the sa:pe a.ild o.."l.!1tent of the ,envi-Fcxy.Ae.ntal information 
which is germane to your agcricy'~ statutory resp6n~ibdities in connection 
with the prq:osed p,x:oje::t. Your agency my nt!ed tO! use ~:l'ie Negative 
Qeclaration pr~ed by our a~ \dlt:;n Con.si~ing ~your permit ~ other 
approval for the_ project. · 

'Ibe-project description, location, and the probable environmental effects 
are contained in ~ ateachGd initial study. 

nJe to the time limits mandated by State law, your response mus: be sent at 
t..Pie earliest possible date but. rx:>t later than 30 days after receipt of this 
notice. 

Please send your response to f1. Suverkrubbe at the address shown abov~. We­
will need the name for a contact person in your agency. 

Pm:JE:T TITLE: 24th Street Bridge Water and Telephqne 0Line Replacement in 
Kern River. REmoval of existing water am telq>lpne lines 
of '='leStbound bridge ov~ the Kern River on Highway 178 and 
;~l~ting them under l;be Kern River to the eas~: of the 
bridge. 

PJOJ"El::T APPLICMl."I', if any: California Water Service & Pacific Bell 

DATE: June 15, 1990 

Signat~c.«_'------
Title Assistant Plann& 
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INITIAL STUDY 
2~th Street Bx.i.dge 

Water and Telephone Lii;e. Replacement 

~.PPLICANT: California Water Service Company and Pacific Bell 
Telephone Company · · · 

LOCATION: Across and under the Kern River adjacent to State'Route 
178: north of the 24th Street Bridge, west of Oak, 
Street, ea~t of Highway 99. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

Removal of water and telephone lines from the underside of 
\.lestbound bridge :over the Kern River on Highway 178 and relocating 
them under the Kern River to the east of th~ bridge is necessary to 
accommodate t..ne State Departmer.t of Transportation construction 
impro~.Ternents on the Highway 178i:?9/58 Interchange. The pipelines 
will be within separate easements granted from the City: the 10-
foot wide telephone line easement currently being located adjacent 
to the eastern right-of-way of the 24th St.reet bridge, and t~e 20~ 
foot wide water line easement proposed adjacent to the telephone 
easei~ent. The pipelines will .be buried 4 fe~t under the Kern River 
through the rip-rap levees on either side of the river, will cross 
~he bike path on the southern streamside, and will r~q-~ire acc¢ss 
·onto two adjacent properties: E-Z-8 Motel. to the north and O~k 
S~reet Car Wash to the south. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION:. 

The proposed water and telephone li~e relocations under the Kern 
River are within ~he Kern River Plan Element and Kern Parkway Plan 
areas, and are therefore.under the policies and guidelines of these 
dqct.unents along with the Kern River Channel Maintenance Program. 
According to Sections 15'302 (c) and 15304 (f) of the City of 
Bakersfieldts Local CEOh Resolution, the replacement CJf existing 
Utility Lines systems imrolving negligible ·or no expansion of 
capacity could re~eive a Noti~e of Exemption from CEQA, if the 
prcjec~ had not pro~o~ed any alterations or removals of strecµnside 
vegetation or wetland habitat. Sirice the utility lines ~ill be 
placed in the ground for the first time, this Exemption does not 
apply, and the application must have an Initial s~udy performed on 
it. 

1 
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74th St. Bridge 
Utility Neg. n~c. 

·Biological Resources 

Several previous biological studies have been p.erformed on the 
site, incl'llding a biological resources inventory for the Par:kway by 
Jones and Stokes, a Negative Declaration for the Caltrans' ,Highway 
·99/178/5'8 Interchange Improvement project; and an on-site survey·'by 
staff for the project itself. 

The river .in the project area· ·is narrowly channelized in this area 
by steep banks bu.ilt .of rip-rap and by canal levees almost 
immediately behind the banks. A narrow strip of ruderal riparian 
woodland lines the river bank, and tree willows (Salix gooddingii} 
and cottonwoods { Populus fremontii) are rooted in the lower part of 
the bank slope, usually·wit::Un ate~ feet of the river channel. A 
fairly large· stand of willo~·s occurs approximately 25- feet from the 
bridge on tb·! north side: of the river:. Mule fat· (Baccbaris 
glutinosa) , tobacco bush ( Nicotiana ,9lauca) : and buttonwillow 
(Cephalarithus occidentalis} are also ccmmon on the rl'1cr bank and 
along the bike path on the southern e~ge of the river. Directly 
adjacent to the bridge are a few widely scat-;:~ed willows .and 
ruderal patche·s. of riparian grassland between: ·:t.ilet·river and the 
Cross Valley Canal, consisting of red 'brom.e « Brcmus rubens) , ripgut 
brorne (Brorrius ·diandrus l, fescues ( Festuca spp. L and some patches 
of quail brush (~ lentiformis). The somewhat drier sands are 
partially vegetated with sweet clover ('Melilotus alba}, scattered 
young willows, and horse weed (Conyza sp.). ~~ 

Although iio water exists at this site, there are !;mall channels of 
water ju/;d: to the north, and mariy water birds ci:>Uld be found .).n 
this area, such as killdeer, Black-chinned hummingbirds, American 
kestrels, ash-throated fl~:catcher~, American F;obins-# ncirthern 
orioles, Brewer• s blackbirds, and house :f_inches. M~unmal tracks seen 
in the area· include rabbit,. opossum, imd wastern harvest mice. 
Wes cern whipt.ail,s, side-blotched lizard!:., a::id weste~rn fence li:l.ards 
were observed alt)ng the rip.:.rapped ,banks of the ri.'Jer ch.annei: No 
si.gns of any Snn Joaquin kit fox: or other sensi t'i ve~ animal or plant 
species were found within the p.oposed ea£ements or 'project area 
{fifty feet to the north of the easements on both sides of 'the 
river). , 

Mitigation measures recoi'iv:tei'!ded with 'the Proposed Negative 
I?eclaration ori' the -project ~ncludc approva_l of graclipg, revege.:. 
tatipn and landscap'ing plans fro~ State anq local agencies. appli­
cat_; ·.>n for appropriate, permits from applic::.ilile state, fede.r:ai,' and 
local agencies, rerouti~g or boring under the existing ~~~~~ay in 
order t9 keep it open ,at all times, and not disturbing -more 
vegetation than is absolutely necessary for the proj'ect to be 
completed. - .e 
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2,4th St. Bridge 
utility Neg. 'Dec. 

Location 

North 

South 

East 

west. 

BACKGROUND: 

surroun~ing 

Land Use 
~2010~ 

Highway 
Comznercial 

General 
Commercial 

open space: 

Open, Spac~ 

Land uses 

Zoning Land Use 
i,cit;L} ~si'te} 

c-2 E-Z-8 
Commercial. Motel 

C-2 Oak Street 
Commercial Cat Wash 

Fl'-P Kern River 
Flood Plain (dry) 
Pri~ 

FP-P Kern, River 
Flood Plain. (dry) 
Primary 

In late O~tober, 1986, the City of Bakersfield reviewed,plans from 
the State of Califo'.rnia,, Department of Transport~.tion (Cal trans)<, 
for an "liEll, NEw CONNEC!XIONS AND X-Tlv..FFIC IMPRov~-!ENTsu, project 
on Route 99 at the Rosedale ·Highway interchange. This project is a 
cross-traffic improvement project intended to provide a more free­
flowing. j:iterchange. The project realigns or relocates all four 
c:~ist.in9 ~amps ·and adqs 'two new ramps t.o provid~, increased capacity 
and, eliminate conflicting ,turn movements. 'As part of th_is project, 
Route 178 east of High~ay "S9 will .be widened from existing four 
lanes to six lanes, with seven lanes frcm Pierce Road to Oak 
Street. In order to widen the bridge on ii·s c..ver the Kern Rivt::r, 
Caltrans is req\J.es~ing that California Water Service and Pac~fic 
Telephone remove their ~xisting 4tili ty lines attached to the 
underside of t.he westbound .Oridge a'hd place them underground in the 
Kern' River, paralleling the highway right-of-way. In order to 
follow Caltrans, -these utility companies must have an environmental 
assessment be performed on ~,'ne project by the City, acting as the 
Lead Agency, according to C~QA. 

Although a previous environmental assessment has been performed, on 
the b~idge widening and interch~nge improvements project by 
Cal trans (SCH~ 87010503), the effects of relocating the util,ity 
lines were not discussed in this previous Negative Declaratio~ and 
Finding ,of No Significant Impact. Therefore, t~e current proposal 
to replace t~e lines i:a the river needs separate enviror.men'Cal 
re~.:riew. 
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APPENDIX I 

ENVl.RONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 
(To be comple'l:.ed by Lead Agency) 

I .BACmROUND _ l. Name of Proponents: California \>later service ant. 

2. 

Pacific Bell Compani~s 

Address and Phone Number 
calif ornia Water service 
1720 North First street 
San ~ose, C~ 95112-4598 
~hone: l408) 453-8415 
contact: Morris Quanr~~ 

of Proponents: 
co. Pacific Bell 

2515 Soµth orange Ave. Rm lA 
FrP.sno, CA 93762 
Phor.:"l: ( 209) 442-2140 
Conta~~: Tom Ma~on 

3. Date of Checklist Submittal: 6/15/~0 
4. ~gency reg:uiring Checklist: City of Bake~sfield (Planning 

Division) 

I-1 

5. Name of Proposal, if applicable: 
Water and Telephone Line Replacement Under the Kern River at the 
24th- street Bridge• · 

I~ ENVIRO"~ IMPAC:~ (Explanations of all answers arc required on attached sheets.) 

1. Earth Will the project result in: 

a. Unstable earth conditions· or in· 
changes in- geologic substructures? 

b~ Disruptions, displacements, 
compaction, or overcovering of 
th 

,._? .. e SOl.J.. 

c. Change in topography or ground 
surf ace relief features? 

d. The destruction, covering, or 
m()dif ication of any unique geologic 
or physica1 features? 

e. Any increase 2n wind er water 
eros1on of soils, .either on or 
off site? · · --

f. Changes in deposition or erosion 
of beach sands, or changes in 
siltation~ deposition or erosion 
which.may modify the channel of a 
river or stre~~ or the bed of the 
ocean or an)'· ".bay,,. inlet or lake? . ' 

YES MAYBE NO 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

I x 



g. ExPosure of people or property 
to geologic h~2ards such as 
earthquakes, landslides, mudslides,, 
ground failure, or si.mi.1ar hazards? 

2. Air Wi11 the proposal result in: 

a. Substantial air emissions or 
deterioration of ambient air 
quality? 

b. The creation of objectionable 
odors? 

c. Alteration of air movement, 
moisture or temperature, or cmy 
change i';& clJ.Jriate, either loca1ly 
or regionally? · 

3. Water Will the proposal. result in: 

a. Changes in curreats, 01: the 
course· or direction of water 
movements, in either marine or 
f r·esh wateri · · 

b. Changes in absorption rates, 
drainage patterns, or the rate 
and amo~~t of suri~ce water 
r.unoff? 

c. Alterations to the course or 
f 1ow of flood wa~~=s~ 

d. Change in the amount of surface 
water in any bOdy of water? 

e •. Discharge into s\trface waters, 
or in any alteration .of surface 
water quality, inciuding ·~ut not 
limited to t~~rature, dissolved 
oxygen, or turbidity? 

,f. Alteration of th<r dirccti•:m or 
rate of flow of grolind·waters? 

g. Cha."lge in the quantity of 
gro\!ndlwaters, either through 
direct addi~ions or wi~hdrawals, 
or throug~ interceptiqn of and 
aquif ier ~Y cuts or excavations? 

YES MAYBE NO 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
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3. Water Will the proppsal r sult in: 
(continued) 

b. Substantial reducti1 in the 
cunount of water otheniise· 
available for public wat~r supply? 

1. Exposure of people or ,property 
to water relat~d 'hazards such .as 
flooding or tidai · wavesi' · · 

j. Will the proposal result i~ 
water service from any public or 
private entit~? · 

4. Plant Life Will the proposal 
result'in: 

5. 

a. Change in the di ,1ersi ty of species 
or number of any species of plants 
\including trees, shrubs, grass, 
c~ops, microf~ora and aqu~tic plants)? 

b. Reduction of the numbers of any 
unique, rare or endanger~d speci~s 
of p~-ruits? 

c. !ntrodu.ction of new species of 
plants into a.n area, or result in 
a barrier to the normal r~plenisbment 
of eY..isting species? 

·d. Reduction in acreage of any 
agricultural crop? 

Will the proposal result 

a. Change in tne di~2rsity of species 
or numl:)ers of any species or animal 
(birds, land animal~, ~ncluding :reptiles, 
fish and shellfish, benthic orgailisms, 
insects or microfauna)? 

b. Reduction of the nur.bers of any 
unique, rare or endangered species 
of animals? 

c. Introduction of new species of. 
animals into an area, or resuit in 
a barrier to the migration or 
movement of animals? 

I-3 

YES MAYBE NO 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
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5. Animal Life Wil·l the proposill. result 
in: l cor!tinued > 

d. Deterioration to existing fish 
o; wildlife ha!>itat? 

6. Noise Will tl1-e proposal result in: 

7. 

8. 

a. Increases in existing noise 
levels'? 

b. Erposure of people to severe 
nois~ l~vels? 

Light and Glare Wiil the ~roposal 
produce new light or glare? 

Land Use Will the proposal result 
in a substantial al~eration of · 
the present fJX planned land use 
of an area? · · 

9. Natura1 Resources Will the propoF.al 
result in: 

10. 

11. 

12. 

a. Increases in the rate of use of 
any natural resoUl:ces? 

b. Substantial depletion of any 
nonrenewable natural resource? 

Risk of Upset Does the proposal 
involve G risk of an explosion 
or the release of hazardous 
subst.~!l6~~ tincludfng, .but not 
limited to, oil, pesticides, 
chemicals, or radiation) in the 
event of an accident or upset 
cond.i.. tions'? 

PopUl.ation Will the proposal 
alter the"location; distribution, 
density or growth rate of the 
human population of an area? 

Bousi.Xlg W~ll the proposal affect 
existing housing, or create a 
~e."lla?ld for additional housing? 
' -

13. T.ransportationJCircul.ation 
Will the propesal result in: 

a. Generation of substantial 
aqdi t,ional vehicular ·movement? 

YES MAYBE NO 

x 

x. 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
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b. Effect. on existing parking 
facilities, or demand for new 
parking?· 

c. Substantial impact upon 
existing tra1•sp.ortati6n systems? 

d. Alterations to pre.sent 
patterns of circul~tion or 
movement of people end/or goods? 

e. Alterations to waterborne, 
rail or air traffic? 

f. Increase in traffic hazards 
to motor vehicles, bicyclists.or 
pedestrians? 

14. Pub1ic Services Wi11 the ·proposal 
have an effect upon, or result in 
a need for new or altered ·· 
governmental services in any of 
the following· areas: 

a. Fire p~otection? 

b. Police pro~ection? 

c. ·schools? 

d. Park or other recreational 
facilities? 

e. Maintenance of public 
facilities, including roads? 

f. Other gover~ental services? 

15. Energy Will the proposal result in: 

a. u~~e of substantial amounts of 
f ue1 or energy? 

b. Substantial increase in demand 
upon existing sources ~f e~ergy, or 
require .the development of new 
sources of energy? 

16:. Utilities Will. the proposal result 
in a need for new systems, or 
substantial alterations to the 
fell.owing \ltili ties: 

a. Power or natural gas? 

YES MAYBE 

x 

NO 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 



b. coimnunications systems? 

c. Water? 

d·. Sewer or septi~ t~nks? 

~. Storm water drainage~ 

f. So~io. waste ~d disposal? 

l, 7. Bu.mmi iieal:th Will the pr~posal 
result i~::-. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

a-. Creation of any he:'altb ha.2ard 
or potential health hazard 
(excluding mental .~ealth)? 

h. Exposure of people to potential 
heal~h hazards? 

Aesthe~cs Will the proposal result 
in the obstruction of any scenic v~~ta 
o~ ~iew open to the pUl:>1ic~ or wil~­
tbe ~~opcsal resUJ.t in the creation 
of an ·aesth~ti:cally offensive site 
open to the puh~ic ~iew? 

Recreation Will the proposal result 
in- an impact uPe>n,~he quality or 
q\.tantity of existing .recreational 
opi>orttinities? · 

Archeol6gical/Bi6torical. Will the 
proposal result in an alteration of 
a significant archaeological. cir 
hisb.-Orical site,. structure, 
ot?jec<C:.or ,building? 

21. Manda.tOry F~ of ~ignifieanye 

(a) Does the project have ~he 
Potential to degrade the guality 
of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or 
wil~life species,, cause a f,ish 
or wildlife population to drop 
below s~lf sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a. plant or 
anima.i community, reduce the 
numJ:ier ~r.restrict the range of 
a rare or endangered ·plant .or 
animai or eliminate important 
·examples of the major"peri6ds 
of California history·or prehistory? 

YES MAY,BE NO' 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x. 
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(.b) Does the project hilve the 
.potential to achieve short-term,. 
t6 th~~ disadvantage of long-term, 
envi:co~ntal goals? JA short­
term impact on the environment 
i.s one which occurs in a relatively 
brief, definitive Period of time 
while long-term impacts will endure 
,well into the,, future. ) · 

(.c) Docs the project have impacts 
which arc individually limited, 
but cumulatively considerable? 
(A project may impact on tw~ or 
more separa~e iesoll.bces where the. 
impact on each resource is 
rela~ively small, bvt.where the 
effect of the ·total of those 
impac~s on the environment is 
signif~c~t.) . 

(d) Does the project have 
environmental effects whiC:b will 
cause substantial- adverse effects on 
humt.:n beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

YES MAYBE NO 

x 

x 

x 

IV. D~ON 
(To be completed by the Le~d' Agency) 
On the ~sis of this init.i,.al evaluatic>ti;, 

D 

D 

! find the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant 
effect on the envirorunent, and a Negative Declaratio~ will 
be prepared. 

I find that although the proposed project could have, a 
signlf ic4nt effect on the environment, there will not be a 
significant effect in this case because revisions in the 
proj~ct plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the 
applicant before the proposed negative declaration. ~s 
released for public review (or conditions of project: 
approval) ~ould avoid the effects of mitigate the effects to 
a point whc~e clearly no significant effects would occur, 
and the.re is no substantial evidence bef~re t.he city that 
the project as revised (or conditioned) ~idy have a 
si~nificant effect on the environment and that a NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION W!LL BE PREPARED. 

I find the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on 
the environment and an ENVIRONMENTA.~ IMPACT REPORT is 
required. 

Date: June 15, 1990 



APPENI>Dt I 
Wn~er and Telephone Line Rcplaccmen~ 

Under the Kern River at the 24tb ,S~reet Bfidge 

E.icplanations to all answers. 

1. Earth 
a. No- Placement of the utility lines und'.erground would!. !lot 

change the geologic bqnditions of "the area. ' 

I-8 

b.Yes- Utility placement under ~a River will require ~renching 
and s~il disruption, displacement. compaction a~d 
overcovering. The trenches will be backfilled upon project 
completion. Mitigation should include rapid sodding, 
revegetation and replacement of the original coricrete and 
g~a~ite rip-rap after construction to prevent e~osion of 
the streambank into the river and to mitig~te ptjte~tial 
impacts to habitat and water quality. Mitigatiqn should 
include the standard rcqu~~cmcnt for. soils rcpotts prior lo 

, issuance of building ·permits ~::1 application fox· 
appropriate permits from the ~'"tfa~.' ·county Wat.er ~!gency, 
State Department of Fish and G~ilt»1 the Statei R~clamation 
Board and Army Corp of Engin~ers'. · 

.c.Maybe.;. The site is bordered with concrct.c rip rap an~l riparian 
vegetation on the ·levees and sand in the river ~>pttorn. 
Placement of the utility lines adjacent to the E?xisting 
bridge, buried under the river, may ~esult in a: slight 
change in the surface relief of the levees or river bottom 
to a potentially significant degree. Mitigation.should 
include revie~ of grading and excavation plans, elevation 
drawing~,, and landscaping and rcvcget~tion planji by the 
City Pub~ic Works, Water Resources and .Planning, 
Departments, and State Board of Recla!Thition and; State· 
Department ,of Fish and Game. · · 

d. No- 'l'he site contains no unique geologic or physicaii 
feature .. 

e.Maybe- There may be any_increase in wind or water 
erosion· of soils, during. the relocation and buriial 
6£ the existing water and telephone pipelines. Mitigation 
should include adhere~ce to app1icable buil9-in9 codes and 
proper construction practices, such as water spraying to 
control fugitive dust. 
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g. No- No geologic hazards ar.e known to occur -?-.n the project 
area. 

2. Air 
~No- T~ere will not be an increase or change in the 

impact to air quality-due to the project. 

b. Ne- Relocation of pipelines will not result in the creation of 
objectionable odors. 

c. No- Pipeline burial under the river would not alter 
air movements, moisture or temperature or climate, 
either locally or regionally. 

3. Water. 
a. & c; .• ·Maybe~ The propc~ed /Project is within the ~no year 

floodplain. Construction may result in changes 
in freshwater currents~ or direction of water movements 
or alter the course or flow of flood waters if the · 
project was to occur when water was present at this end 
of the river. Mitigation should include designing the 
placement of utility lines under the river as to not 
result in a reduction in the river discharge capacity. 
Mitigation to prevent change~- to wate~ mpve.ments should 
include ~.onstruction at the &.appropriate times of year 
when the river is dry in this reach. The applicants must 
also get approval of a appropriate grading, excavation 
and re.vegetation plans from the City and approval of 
permits from the State Dept. of Fis~ and Gc:une, Board of ~ 
Reclamation, and Arrrry Corp of Engi~eers. , 

b. & 
d.- ). 

No- There will not be a change in surface water runoff, 
absorption, drainage patterns or amounts in any water 
body due to the project. The project will not alter the 
direction or rate of flow or the quality or qi.1antity of 
ground water~. Rel0cating, but not increasing, the 
water lines «- .. 1 not affect the capacity or the amount 
of water otherwise avai:.able for ptiblic wa~cr supplies, 
nor will it expose people or property to water related 
hazards such as flooding or tidal waves. 

4. Plant !;if e 
a. Yes- Si~e development will result in a diversification of 

plant life due to· ·Ehe remo\ral of some willows, cottonwoods 
and riparian slp;ilbs, including saltbushes anq bushy 
willows. Mit~gation should include: 

i. Revegetattbn of the st~eambank areas on ·the north and 
sout;~-.}::;;;.'i1\f-_s, ~of the river. wit:.h appropriate -'vegetation 
including cottonwoods and willows. Revegetation will be at 
an appropriate d~nsityi and will utilize plants of a large 
enough size to assure '.that the creation of a permanent, 
biologically valuable wetland associ~tion wil1 occur. 

ii. Only the removal of the minimal amount of streamhank 
vegetation necessary 'for constructionJ"V!ll oecux. _ ·-3 2 0 .

1 .CAIB0AR~------
1:v"'t~.JTE ~..rn; 21U0 , 
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iii. Nearby vegetation wi~l be protected by ~areful 
co~struction practices, including but no~ rirnited to: 

I-iO 

1. Not storing any construction material or placing any 
fill on top of or within the dripline of trees or other 
vegetation which are to remain U;ndisturbed. 

2. Heavy equipment will not be operated or parked 
underneath or on top of such vegetation. 

3. If large trees are very close to the area of 
construction. the City will place temPorary barriers 
around them to protect .accidental damage. " 

iv. Mitigation should also include approval of a landscape 
plan by the City and revegetation of the riparian 
vegetation in accordance with the Kern River Parkway Plan, 
Kern River Plan Element, Kern Channel Maintenance Plan, 
and appropriate state and local agencies. 

b. Ne- Previous studies and proj~ct-specifi9. biologica'.l surveys 
of the site did not identify any ·sei'lsitive or protect~d 
plant species on-sit.e. Althou,g.h, 'the project i::.. within the 
Metropolitan Bakersfield Habitat Conser~ation Plan 
area, no habitat conservation plan interim mitigation fees 
will need to be paid since. revegetation will be performed 
and no habitat will be lost. 

c. Maybe- New plant species may be introduced as a result of 
p1anting of Un.desirable, non-native landscapirig. A 
harrier should· not be created to the norinal replenishment 
of existing plant speci·es. Mitigation should include 
submittal of a landscaping plan, which will require 
revegetation or landscaping with native or compatible 
shrubs and trees. 

d. No- No agricultural crop exists on-site. 

5. Animal Life 
a. 'Maybe- New animal species rnilY be introduced as a result of the 

project if native riparian vegetation is:: not replanted. 
Mitigat:.ion to prevent this. should includ.1~ approval of a 
landscape plan. 

No sensitive or protected species were found on-site, and 
a:l though no impacts are expected to endangered species ( as 
~o signs of their habitation were found during field 
surveys} , remov?.l of or const.ructivn to the bridge may 
af.fect the nest:s of cliff swallows, currently attached to 
the Ul"lderside of the exist~pg structure. Even though cliff 
swallows enjoy no special state protection, they are 
protected during their breeding season under the Federal 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Mitigation should include 
restricting the removal of the water and .telephone lines 
f rorn April 15 through July 31 to avoid the cliff swallow 
breeding season. 
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The applicants should aiso consult the attached advisory 
notice prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wit 
regard to potential impacts on the San Joaquin kit fox. · 

b. No- Replacing the pipelines in this area may not result in the 
elimination of habitat associated with any endangered 
or threatened species; however, kit foxes are known 
to use the Kern Rlvcr for night-time foraging and 
migration. Without careful replacement ot the existing 
habitat, cwnulative affects of projects such as this in 
the River could have a substantial impact on the quality 
of.habitat and·eventually the numbers of unique, rare and 
endangered anin1al species known to use the River. 

c. Maybe- An improperly designed levee or revegctation with 
unsuitable landscaping may re~ult in ,the introduction oi 
new animal species in the area, or result in a barrier to 
the migy:ation or movement of animals. Mitigation should 
include City and State approval of levee design, gradipg 
plans and revegetation plans. · 

d. Maybe- In order to avoid any signific:ant deterioration ~6 
· existing fish and wildlife habii:at in the riverbed, a 

Section 1603 Permit from the California Department of Fish 
and Gaine, and possibly a wetland protection permit from 
the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers will need to be filed with 
the .appropriate agencies. 

6. Noise 
a. Maybe- Existing noise levels,~ay incr~ase through 

relocating the pipelines. The noise study which w~s 
performed for the 99/58/178 Interchange Improvements 
Project: by CalTrans (July, 1986) indicated that receptors 
adjacent to the bridge widening wer~ found ~o either be 
within recommerided noise levels or were unfeasible and not 
prudent to mitigate. Noise ~ill increase due to operation 
of. heavy machinery during construction. Since there are no 
sensitive land uses in the immediate area, this temporary 

impact recr...;.ires no mitigation. · 

b. No- People will not be exposed to severe noise levels 
pecause of the proposed pipeline re~~cation. 

7. Ll,_qpt and Glare 
No- Because of the bridge widening, new lightl.ng will be 

added under the 24th stre~t Bridge at -the Kern ~iver. 
However, light and glare will not increase with the 
relocation of the pipelines. Mitigation should include 
limiting all construction activities to occur only dur~ng 
normal daylight hours. 

8. Land Use 
~---No land use changes a::~:e proposed wi,th the project •. 

>c..itl ~AU !!I..\~~ L 
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9. Natural Resou::ces 
a.& b .. 

'' . 

{ :' ~': t/~'~ ~:,,~'./,.>'~;. ~ '. ~{~,;,_/,·(;~::,:::~:; t•,;~~>~};;,;~~~:\~,:~;,~ 

No- No non-renewable or other natural resources exist on­
si te to be used or depleted. 

10. ,Risk, ~ Upset 
No- The proposal does not involve a risk of explosions or 

releasing hazardous subst~~cas. 

11. Population 
'No- The proposal will net alter the location, distribution, 

-density or growth rata of the ?opulat:ion of the· area. 

» 
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12 • .!!£>uning 
No-- The proposed project will not affect existing or proposed 

housing. 

13. Transportation[ Circulation. 
a .. ~,, e. 
No- Traffic and related activity will not increase, nor will 

transportation systems qr parking be af fcctcd through the 
replacement of the utility lines under the river. Impacts 
related: to the bridge widening and the improvements ·.to the 
interchange w'ere discussed iri the Negative Declaration and 
FONSI completed by CalTrans (SCHi 87010503). 

f. Maybe- There may be an increase in traffic hazards to 
bicyclists if the bicycle path was not left open during 
~onstruction. Mitigation should include keeping the bikepath 
c_pen at al1 times. Construction can include.boring un~er 'the 
bikeway or rerouting the bikeway during utility ,line 
placement. complete utility line ·placernent in an expedient 
a manne~ as possible. ~ -

l~. Public Services 
a.- f. No- The proposal will not affect or result in any new or 

altered governmental services, such as =ire or ,police 
pro~ection, schools, park or other ~ecreation facilities, 
maintenance of public facilities (e.g. roads), or any other 
governmental service. 

15. Energy 
a~- b. Ho 

The relocating of utility lines will not impact to any 
significant ~egree the level of fueJ. or energy consumption. 

16. Utilities 
a. s. d.- £. 

No - ~~e project will not require additional utility systems nor 
cause alterations to the power and natural gas, sewer or 
septic tanks, storm water drainage, or solid waste and. 
disposal utilities in the area. 

b. & c. 
Yes - The project is the relocation of 

water lines. 
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17. Human Health 
110 - No health hazards or hazards to people will be created as 

a· result. of tl'1e proposed utility line replacement. 

18. Aesthetics 
No- The ·proposed project is not inten~ng any uses on the 

property wr.ich would result in the. obstruction of any scenic 
vista or view open to the public, no~ will the proposal 
result in the creation of an aesthetically offensive sit~, 
open to public view. 

19. Recreation 
NO= The project would net i.mPact the quality or quantity of 

existing recreationa: .. , opportunities. 

20~ Archaeologica.ll Historical 
No- Archaeological and historic Architectural surveys for the 

area were performed by Caltrans and others during the . 
Negative Declaration performed on the Interchange (SCHi 
87010503). Insoection of the a?:ea of potential environmental 
impact for the-interchange improvements, which ~ncompasses 
the ar~a of this project, id~:1tified nc: resources. If, 
during the construction of ~he utility lines, historic of 
prehistoric cultur~l resor.rces are unearthed, work in the 
area of the discovery ~hatl cease until the finds can be 
evaluated# and if nece5sary, mitigation applied prior to 
re~umption of activity.· 

21. Mandatory Findings of Sianifica!lc.£ 
a. The pro)ect does not have the ''potential to degrade the 
quality of the environi~ent, substantially reduce the habitat 
of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or·wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, thre~t_!?ti ~o 
eliminate a plant or animal community .• reduce the ~ur-'DeF ·ot 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered ,plant or ·animal, 
OI' eliminate important: examples .of the major periods Of 
California history or pre-history. 

'b. T:ne project does not ha'.Te the pot:enti,;:._1 ~o achieve short­
term, to t:he disadvantage of long-term, ·environmental goals. 

c. The proj'ect does not have impac:ts which ar~ individually 
limi tf;!d, .but c~~lati vely considerable. 

d. The project does not have environmental effect~ which will 
ca~se substantial adverse effects on humcµi beings, either 
dirbctly or indirectly. 
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