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CALENDAR XTEM

C 2 3 09/2775%0
W 24585 PRC 7455
Fong

GENERAL PERMIT - RIGHT-OF-WAY USE

APPLICANT: Pacific Bell
2515 South Orange Avenue
Fresno, Caldifornia 93762

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION:

A parcel of sovercign land in the bed of the
Kern River adjacent to the Highway 178 bridge
in Bakersfield, Kern County.

LAND USE: The installation, use, and maintenance of a

20-inch-dismeter casing for a telephone cable
conduits.

TERMS OF PROPOSED LEASE:
Initial period: Thirty (30) years beginning
September 30, 1990.

Special: ‘tessee shall providz an "as
built" legal description aiid
survey plat of the installed
telephone casing and conduits.

CONSIDERATION: pPublic benefit pursuant to P.U.C. 7901.

‘BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION: “
Pursuant to 2 Cal. Code Regs. 2003.

APPLICANT STATUS:
Applicant is permittee of upland.
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PREREQUISITE CONDITIONS, FEES, AND EXPENSES:
Filing fee has been rec2ived.

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES:
A. P.R.C.: Diyv. 6, Parts 1 and 2; Div. 13.

B. Cal. Code Regs.: 7Title 2, Div. 3
Title 14, Diuv. 6.

AB 884: 03/02/%1.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
1. A Negative Deciaration was prepared and

adopted for Lthis project by City of
Bakersfield. The City cdetermined that the
project will not have a significant impact
on the enuironment The State Lands
Commission's staff has reviewed such
document.

2. The existing telephone cables and conduits
attached to the underside of the westbound
lane need to be relocated to a separate
easement adjacent te the 24th Street Brndge
to accommodate Caltrans' widening cof ‘the
Highway 178 Bridge. The telephone cables
will be buried in a protective
20-inch-diameter steel casing under the
Kern River.

APPROVALS OBTAINED:
City of Bakersfield.

FURTHER QPPROU@LS REQUIRZD
Reclamation Board.

EXHIBITS: . Land Description.

Location Map.

Notice of Deterimmination/Negative

Declaration.

(@R 4]

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. FIND THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION WAS PREPARED. AND ADOPTED
FOR THIS -PROJECT BY THE CIVY OF BREERSFTELD AND THAT THE
COMMISSION HAS REUIENED AND: CONSTIDERED THE INFORMATION

CONTAINED THEREIN.
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caLENDAR ITEM 0.5 2 & (cont'D)

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS QPPROUED WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENUIRONMEN

AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE TO PACIFIC BELL OF A 30-YEAR GENERAL
PERMIT -~ RIGHT-OF-WAY' USE, BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 30, 1990; IN
CONSIDERATION OF THE PUQLIC BENEFIT, PURSUANT TO

P.U.C. 7901, FOR THE INSTALLATION, USE, AND MAINTENANCE OF
] 20~INCR—DIGMETER STEEL CASING, TELEPHGME CONDUILITS, AND
CABLES ON THE LAND DESCRIBED ON EXHIBIT "/v ﬂTTACHED AND BY
REFERENCE MADE A PART HEREOF.
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EXFIBIT "A®

LAND DESCRIPTION
A strip of submerged land 10 feet wide in the bed of the Kern River in Section 26, T29S, R27E,
MDM, City of Bakersfield, Kern County, California, tix centerline of said strip lying 5 fes: on
cach side of a line lying 7 fect northeast and parallel with the northeast right of way linc of State
Highway Route 178 crossing said river.
EXCEPTING THEREFROM any portion lying landward of the ordinary low Water marks oithe
Kem River.

END OF DESCRIPTICK

PREPAREDR SEPTEMEBER 19, 1950 BY LLB.

BT Ee
it ‘.}!\; e
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Motice of Determination EXHIBIT vew

e Apponsdix N

X |
To: | OffiecfPassing and Reseascn

1490 Tecth Stoes, Room, § From: (Pubiic Ageniy; .
CAOR14 Bakersfield City Planning Department
e Coumty Chzst ""91 Truxtun Avenueladoen —

Comuyef .

&Q?‘S@, 2301 .

Hegative Daclaration for p o
elecating utiife 1inds .
S:m :.MN - ’ Yy 110es-8t 24th Street Brigge e2793
sudzizad 10 Chartaghiones) Leag Ageacy
20020595 Coatay Perana
900203 h \ea CodefTelephona/Extension
st Sy s Co) Tichelle Suverkrudbe 80/326-3733
u ~ — 2
Street Bridge over the Kern River, ga ) T
Bezesipiian: » Bakersfield. kern County

Relocatfon of wator 4

o separate easm&:m’ se'ophone 11nes from urder trg bridge over

east of the brigge. the Kern River

-

Bakersfiele
Ry e "
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:408-641-7619 Sep 14.90 14:52 No.GO1 P.O

a

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Jaex ¥
‘wrmmﬂtﬁgg

. X BIKBREFILD, O 3597

aAvguet 27, 1990 £0) 810 5755

a Water Szrvlce Co. Paclific Bell
th Plrst Street

2515 South Orange Ave. Rm 12

25112-4598 Fresno, CA 53762
Phone: (40B) 453-8415 ‘Phone: (209) 442-2140

Contact: Tom Mason

Re: Notlce of Envircommental Determination of 24th Street Bridge

=

Watexr snd Telephone Line Replacerpants

Dear Gentlemen:

The vakers?isld City Councll has approved, on August 22, 1990,
the Hegstive Declaration, with mitigstion, for replacenent of

utlliity dlines

Doclaration,

in order to
thesa 4
their f£iles.

has been ¢

undor the Kern River Bridge at 24th Street. Thig
review was nacesgary to satisfy the State Board ¢f Raclamation's
request for env.
Pacific Bell ¢
copies of the Nntice of Znvizronmantal Determination and Negative
which lists mitigation measures that muet be followed

ironmental roview of California Water Service and

's appllications. Enclozed for your files are

comply with appropriace envirommental law. Copies of
oCuments are belng forwoxded to the Reclamation Poard for

. Thisz concludes the envirommental review process
RECeIEAYY tO comply with the Califozrniea ‘Environmental Quality ace.

. In order to monitor compliance with the mitigation measuros
for each
blologist,

Advipory Notice

for

Glstuzking

Pacifio

requiresant,
turded by

applicant, I will noed a lotter from a qualiflsd
pPrior to ground 4l ng- that a biosurvey
copletad and condl

utility 1line

that will be atfeocied by

of mitgation measureg,

8 within the path of

completed The blological survey performsd

Bell could be used to satisfy Californis Water's
a3 leag as ths Burvey covars all areas propozed to ba

oeoiaos dn their conatructicn activicies, el

is ¢aken 2o Yater “han sixty deye prior to eech company
tha grouns.. -

If you have

pad

any £érther questions, Plerse feol free to call me

at {805) 226-3733,

Bincerely,
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EXHIBIT A |
RECOMMENDED MITIGATIOR

Mitigation measures recommended with the Proposd Yegative
Declaration on the project include the following:

1. The applicants must get perinit approval for the project by the
State Board of Reclamation and/or the Army Corp of Engineers.

2. Work on the project must be avoided during flocod season from
‘November 15 to July 20.

3. The applicants must rapidly resodd and revegetate the streambank
areas and replace ihe original concrete and granite rip-rap
after constructicn to prevent erosicn of the streambank into the
river and to mitigite potential impacts to habitat and water
gquality.

The applicants must submit a soils report, a grading plan, an
excavation plan, and elevation érawings to the City Planning
Department prior to issuance of construction permits. These
prans should show details of proposed disturbance area, gradin
and soils details, rip-rap removal and replacement plans,

and proposed truck access routes.

~he applicants should adhere ‘to applicable bullding godes arid
proper construction practices, such as water spraving to
control fugitive dust.

The placement of the utility lines under the river should be
done as to not result in a reduction in the river dischzzge
capacity.

In order o mitigate the proposed impacts o plant life through
cne removal of som2 willows, costonwoods, riparian shrubs.
and grasses, the: following must be obsexved: )

i. Revegetate the streambank areas on the cast and west banks of
the river with appropriate vegetation including cotronwoods and
tree willows. Revegetation will be at an appropriate density
and will utilize plants of a. large enough size to assure that
rhe creation of a permanentf‘biologically valuable wetland.
association will occur. Revegetation or landscaping with native

or compatible shrubs and trees is recuired.

 CALENDAR PAGE can
MINUTE RAGE
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EXHIBIT A .
RECOMMENDED MITIGATION
{cont.)

1i. Remove only the minimal amount of streambank vegetation
necessary for constructlon. All trees should be protected from
construction if possible. A vegetation plan outlining: all
vegetation cn-site; any vegetation, including trees proﬁosed to
be removed; angd, all replacement species intended to ne used,
must be approved by the Planning Department prior to
construction.

iii.Protect nearby vegetation by careful coastruction
practices, including but nct limited to:

1. Not storing any coumustruction material or placing any
£fill on top of or within the dripline of trees or other
vegetation which are to remain undisturbed.

2. Heavy eguipment will not be operated or parked
underneath or on top of such veyetation.

3. If laxge trees are very close to the area of
consztruction, the City will place temporary barriers
arbund them to protect accidental damage.

8. Removal of or construction to the bridge may affect the nests of
cliff swallows currently strached to the undersids of the
existing structure. Bven thaoigh cliff swallows enjoy no special
state protecticn, they are protected during their breeding
season under the Federal 31aranﬂry Bird Treaty Act. Mitigation
should include restricting thée  removal of the water and
telephone lines £rom April 15 through July 31 to avoid the cliff
swallow brzeding season.

9. In order to comply with Stiite and Federal Endargered Species
Acts, the applicant must consult the attached advisory notice
prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with regard to
potential impacts on the San Joaguin kit fox. Preconstruction
surveys for kit foxes and vegetation to be disturbed in the area
of proposed disturbance must be completed by a qualified
biologist and reviewed by the City Planning Department prior to
construction.

10. In order tc avoid any significant deterioration to existing
fish and wildlife habitat in the riverbed, a Section 1603 Permit
from the Califorrnia Department of Fish and Game, and possibly a
wetland protectlcn permit from the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
may need °o be filed with the appropriate agencies. Applicant
must consuit with these agencies prior to construction.

11. The bikepath must be kept open at all times. Construction can
include boring under the bikeway or rerouting the bikeway during
utility line placement. The appxicant should try to complete
the project in an expedient a manner as Eg,sih;g, T

TEALENDAR FAGE >
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PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECIARATION

‘ From: City of Bakersfield
(Responsible Agency) ~ “{Lead Mancy)

Piannirsg Department

1501 Truxtun Avenue

(Address) {Acdress)

Bakersfield, Ca. 93201

SUBJECT: Dxaft Negative Declaration.

City of Bakersfield will be the Lead Agency and will prepare a Negative
Declaration for the project identified below.. We néed to know the views of
your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental information
which is germane to your agency's statutory responsibilities in connection
with the proposed project. Your agency may need to use the Negative
Declaration prepared by cur agency when considering your ‘permit or cther
approval for the project. ‘

The project description, lecation, and the probable environmental effects
are contained in the attached initial study.

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at
the earliest possible date but not later than 39 days after receipt of this
notice.

Please send your response to M. Suverkrubbe at the address shown above., We.
will need the name for a contact person in your agency.

PROJECT TITLE: 24th Street Bridge Water and Telephone Line Replacemeént in
Kern River. Removal of existing water and telephorie lines
of westbound bridge over the Kern River on Highway 173 and
relocating them under the Kern River to the east: of the
bridge.

PROJBCT APPLICANT, if any: California Water Service & Pacific Bell
DATE: June 15, 1990

Signatufe .

Title Assistant Planner

Telephone ., 326-3733
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INITIAL STUDY
24th Street Bridge
Water and Telephone Lire Replacement

APPLICANT: California Water Service Company and Pacific Bell
Telephone Company

LOCATION: Across and under the Kern River adjacent to State Route
178. north of the 24th Street Bridge, west of Oak
Street, east of Highway 59.

PROJRCT DESCRIPTION:

Pemoval of watexr and telephone 1lines from the underside of
westbound bridge over the Xern River on Highway 178 and relocating
them under the Kern River to the east of th» Yridge is necesgsary to
accomnodate the State Departmer.t of Transportation construction
improvements on the Highway 178,/29/58 Interchange. The pipelines
will be within separate easements granted from the City: the 10-
foor wide telephone line easement currently being located adjacent
to the eastern right-of-way of the 24th Street bridge, and the 20-
foot wide water line easement proposed adjacent %o the telephone
easement. The pipelines will be buried 4 feet under the Kern River
through the rip-rap levees on either side of the river, will cross
the bike path on the southern streamside, and will require access
-onto two adjacent properties: E-2-8 Motel to the north and oak
<reet Car Wash to the south.

ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION:

The proposed water ané telephone line relocations under the Kern
River are within the Xern River Plan Element and Kern Parkway Plan
areas, and are therefore under the policies and guidelines of these
documents along with the Kern River Channel Mainteanance Program.
According to Sections 15302 (c) and 15304 (f) of the City of
Bakersfield's Local CEQA Resolution, the replacement of existing
Utility Lines systems involving negligible or no expansion of
ca:ac1ty could receive a Notice of Exemption £rom CEQA, if the
prciect had not propo'ed any altexatlons or removals of streamside
vegetation or wetland habitat. Since the utility lines will be
viaced in the ground for the first time, this Exemption does not
apply and the application must have an Initial Study performed on
it.
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24th St. Bridge
Utility Neg. Dec.

Biological Resocurces

Several previous bilolegical studies have been performed on the
site, including & biological resources inventory for the Parkway by
Jones and Stokes, a Negative Declaration for the Caltrans' Hiohway

'99/178/58 Interchange Improvement project, and an on-site survey by

staff for the project itself.

The river in the project area is narrowly channelized in this area
by steep banks built of rip~rap and by canal levees almost
immediately behind the banks. A narrow strip of ruderal riparian
woodland lines the river bank, and tree willows (Salix goecddingii)
and cottonwoods {Populus fremontll) are rooted in the lower part of
the bank slope, usually witain a few feet of the river channel. A
fairly large stand of willows occurs approxlnately 25 feet from the
bridge on th2 north side of the river. Mule fat (Baccharis
glutinosa), tobacco bush (Nicotiana glauca)., and buttonwillow
{Cephalanthus occidentalis) are alsc common on the river kank and
along the bike path on the southern edge of the river. Directly
adjacent to the brldge are a few widely scatx: gred willows .and
ruderal patches of riparian grassland between: iiie river and the
Cross Valley Canal, consisting of red brome (Brcmus rubens), ripgut
brome (Bromus dlanurus), fescues (Festuca spp. ), and some patchies
of gquail brush (Atriplex lentiformis). The somewhat drier sands are
partially vegetated with sweet clover (Melilotus alba), scattered
young willows, and horse weed (Conyza sp.).

Although rno water exists at this site, there are 5mall channels of
water Just to the north, and many water birds could be found in
this area, such as kllldeer, Black-chinned hummingbirds, American
kestrels, ash-thrcated flycatchers, American Foblns, northern
orlo¢es, Brewer's blackbirds, and house finches. M«mmal tracks seen
in the arei include rabbit, opossum, and westexn harvest mice.
Western whiptails, 51de“blotched lizards, and westérn fence Ar*ards
were observed along the rip-rapped banks of the rxver channel. No
s*gns of any San Jcaquin kit fox or other sen51t’ve‘an1mal or plant
species were found within the p.opcsed eacements Or project area
(£ifry feet to the north of tlie easements on both sides of the
rivar).

tigation measures recorwmiended with ‘the Proposed Negative
Declaratlon on the project include approval of graalng, revege-
»atlon and landscaplng plans from State and local agencies, up11~
cation for approprlate permits from applic¢able state, federai and
local agencies, rercuting or boring under the existing bi “keway in
order to Xeep it open at all times, and not dlsturnlng ‘more
vegetation than is absolutely necessary for the project to be
completed.
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24th St. Bridge
Utility Neg. Dec.

Surrounding Land Uses

Location

Land Use
{2010)

zZoning
{City)

Land Use
isite)

Korth

Highway
Commexcial

Geperal
Commercial

c-2
Commercial

c-2
Commercial

E-Z-8
Motel

Oak Stireet
Car Wash

Open Space; Fp-p Kern River
Flood Plain {dry)
Primary

Open Space Fp-p Kern. River
Flood Plain {dry)
?rimary

BACKGROUND:

In late October, 1986, the City of Bakersfield reviewed plans from
the State of Callfognla, Department of Transportaxlcn {Caltrans),
for an “EEil, NEW CONNECTIONS AND X~TRAFFIC IMPROVLJENTSY, prOJect
on Route 99 at the Rosedale Highway interchange. This project is a
cross-traffic improvement prcject intended to provide a more free-
flowing iaterchange. The project realigns or relocates all four
existing :amps and adds two new ramps to provide increased capacity
and. eliminate conflicting turn movements. As part of this project,
Route 178 east of Highway 59 will be widened from existing four
lanes to six lanes, with seven lanes f£r¢m Pierce Road to Oak
Street. In order to wlden the bridge on 178 cver the Kern River,
Caltrans is requesting that Callfornla Water Service and Pacific
Telephone remove their existing utility lines attached to the
underside of the westbound oridge and place them underground in the
Kern River, paralleling the highway right-of-way. In order to
follow Caltrans, these utility companies must have an env1ronmenta1
assessment e performed on the project by the City, acting as the
Lead Agency, according to CmQA.

Although a previous environmental assessment has been performed on
the bridge widening and interchange improvements project by
Caltrans (SCEBE 87010503), the effects of relocating the utility
lines were not discussed in this previous Negative Declaration and
Finding of No Significant Impact. Therefore, the current proposal
to replace the lines in the river needs separate environmental
reziew.
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NEGATIVE DECLARATION
 UTILITY LINE PLACEMENT UMBER
KERN RIVER AT 24TH STREET BRIDGE

EET

OAK STR

éAP'pa iy n.s .
‘CALF. "NATER SVC.
PACFIC BELL co.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM
(To be compleved by Lead Agency)

UND
Name of Proponents: california Water Service and
pacific Bell Companies

address and Phone Number of Proponents:

california Water Service Co. Pacific Bell

1720 North First Street 2515 South Orange Ave. Rm 1A
San Jose, CA 9%112~45%8 Fresno, CA 93762

Phone: {408) 453-8415 Phone: (209) 442-2140
Contact: Morris Quanrud Contact: Tom #Mason

pate of Checklist Submittal: 6/15/90

Agency requiring Checklist: City of Bakersfield (Planning
pivision)

Name of Proposal, 1if applicable:

Water and Telephone Line Replacement tnder the Kern River at the
24¢th- Street Bridge.

ENVIRCIMENTAL IMPACTS
(Explanations of all answers arc required on Artached sheets.)

VYES MAYBE NO
garth Will the project result in:

a. Unstable earth conditions or in
changes 1in geologic substructures?

b. Disruptions, displacements,
compaction, or overcovering of
the s0ii?

c. Change in topography or ground
surface relief features?

4. The degtruction, covering, or
modification of any unique geologic
or rhysical features?

e. Any increase in wind or water
erosion of soils, .either on oOr
off site?

£. Changes in deposition or erosion
of beadh sands, or changes in
siltation, deposition or erosion
which may modify the channel of a
river or stream or the bed of the
océan or any bays. inlet or lake?
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ik g. Exposure of people or property
S to geologic hazards such as

earthgquakes, jandslides, mudslidesy
ground failure, or similar hazards?

Air Will the proposal result in:

a. Substantial air emissions or
deterioration of ambient air
quality?

b. The creation cf cbiectionable
cQors?

c. Alteration of air movement,
moisture or temperature, Or any
change in climate, 2ither locally
or regionally?

3. Water Will the proposal result in:

a. Changes in curreats, Or the
course or direction of water
movements, in either marine or
fresh water?

b. Changes in absorption rates,
drainage patterns, or the rate
and amount of suriace water
runof£?

¢. Alterations to the course Or
flow of flood waters?

d. Change in the amount of surface

water in any body of water?

e. Discharge into surface waters,
or in any alteration of surface
water quality, including but not
limited to temperature, dissolved
oxygen, Or turbidity?

£. Alteration of the direction ox
rate of fldw of ground waters?

g. Change in the quantity of
ground waters, either through
direct additions or withdrawals,
or through interception of and
aquifier by cuts or gxcavations?
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Water Will the proposal r sult in:
{continued)

h. Substantial reducti’ in the
amount of water otherwise
available for public water supply?

i. Exposure of pecple or property
to water relatéed hazards such -as
flooding or tidal waves?

j. Will the propoesal result in
water service from any public or
private entity?

4. Plant Life Will the proposal
result in:

a. Change in the diversity of species
or number of any species of plants
{including trees, shrubs, grass,
crops, microflora and agquatic plants)?

b. Reduction of the numbers of any
unique, rare or eandangered species
of plants?

¢c. Introduction of new species of
plants into an area, or result in

a barrier to the normal replenishment
of existing species?

‘d. Reduction in acreage of any
-agricultural crop?

Animal Life Will the proposal result
in:

2. Change in the diversity of species
or numbers of any species or animal
{(birds, land animals including reptlles,
£ish and shellfish, benthic organisms,
insects or microfauna)?

b. Reduction of the nurbers of any
unique, rare or endangered species
of animals?

c. Introduction of new species of
animals into an area, or result in
a barrier to the migration or
movement of animals?

ICALENDAR PASE
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Animal Life Will the proposal result
in: {cortinued)

d. Deterioration to existing fish
or wildlife habitat?

Roise Wil) the proposal result ins

a. Increases in existing nolise
levels?

b. Exposure of people tc severe
noise levels?

Light and Glare WwWill the rroposal
proeduce new light or glare?

Land Use Will the proposal result
in a substantial alteration of

the present or planned land usc

of an area?

Natural Resocurces Will the pProporal
result in:

a. Increases in the rate of use of
any natural resources?

b. Substantial depletion of any
nonrenewable natural resource?

Risk of Upset Does the proposal
involve 2 risk of an explosion
or the release of hazardous
substances (including, but not
limited to, oil, pest1c1des,
chemicals, or radlatlon) in the
event of an accident or upset
conditions?

Populztion WwWill the proposal
alter the location, distribution,
édensity or growth rate of the
human population of an area?

Housing Will the proposal affect
existing housing, or create a
demand for additional housing?

Transportation/Circulation
Will the propcsal result in:

a. Generation of substantial
additional vehicular ‘movement?
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b. Effect on existing parking
facilities, or demand for new
parking?

c. Substantial impact upon
existing transportation systems?

d. Alterations to present
patterns of circulation or
movement of people and/or goods?

e. Alterations to waterborne,
rail or air traffic?

£. 1Increase in traffic hazazds
to motor vehicles, bicyclists or
pedestrians?

Pubklic Services Will the proposal
have an effect upcn, or result in
a need for new or altered
governmental services in any of
the following areas:

a. Fire protection?

b. Pclice protection?
¢. 'Schools?

d. Park or othzr recreatiocnal
facilities?

e. Maintenance cof public
facilities, including roads?

£. Other governmental services?

Energvy Will the proposal result in:

a. Use of substantial amounts of
fuel or energy?

b. Substantial increase in demand
upon existing sources of energy, or
requmre the éevelopment of new
sources of ehergy?

Utilities Will the proposal result
in a need for new systems, or
substantial alterations to the
following utilities:

a. Power or natuxal gas?

AT T AN PLEP B AT,
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b. Communications Systcems?

»

c. Water? X

d. Sewer or septic tanks?

2. Storm water drainagez

%%

f. Solid waste and disposal?

17. Human Health Will the proposal
result in:

a. Creaticn of any health hazard
Or potential health hazard
{excluding mental health)?

b. Exposure 6f People to potential
health hazards?

18. Aesthetiecs Will the Proposal result
in the cbstruction of any stenic vista
o= view open to the Pudblic, or wild
the pvoposal result in the creation
of en aesthetically offensive site
oPen to the public view?

19, Recreation wWill the proposal result
in an impact upon the cuality or
quantity of existing recreational
opportunities? ‘

20.  Archeological/Historical Will the
broposal result in an alteration of
a Significant archaeclogical or
histbrical site, structure,
object or building?

21. Mandatory Findings of Significance

(2) Does the project have the
potential to degrade the guality
of the enviromnment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a £ish

or wildlife population to drop
belcw se€lf sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate & plant or
animal community, reduce the
number or restrict the range of

a rdre or endangered plant .or
animal or eliminate important
examples of the major Pericds

of California history or prehistory? w3
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(b} Does the project have the
potential to achieve short-term,.

to the disadvantage of long-term,
environmental goals? {A short-

term impact on the environment

is one which occurs in a relatively
brief, definitive period of time

¢

while long-term impacts will endure

o

well into the future.)

{c) Does the project have impacts
which are individually limited,
but cumulatively considerabie?

(A project may impact on two or
more separate resources where the
impact on each resource is
relatively small, but where the
effect of the total of those
impacts on the eavironment is
significant.)

(d) Does the project have
environmental effects whiéch will
cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or
indirectly?

IV. DETERMINATICN
(To be completed by the Lend Agency)
On the nasis of this initial evaluation*

I £ind the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant
effect on the environment, and a2 Negative Declaration will
be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a
significant cffect on the environment, there will not be a
significant effect in this case because revisions in the
Preject plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the
applicant before the proposed negative declaration is
released for public review (or conditions of project
approval) would avoid the effects of mitigate the effects to
a point where clearly no significant effects would occur,
and there is no substantial evidence before the city that
the project as revised (or conditioned) may have a
significant effect on the environment and that a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION WILL BE PREPARED.

I find the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on
the environment and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT i
reguired.

Date: June 15, 1930

ture) .
Plann%gg Director
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: APPFENDIX I
Water and Telephone Line Replacemént
Under the Kern River at the 24th Street Bridge

Explanations to all answers.

1. Earth
a. No- Placement of the ut;‘lty lines underground would not
change the geologic conditions of the area.

b.Yeg- Utility placement under the River will require trenching
and soil dlsruptlon, displacement. compaction and
overcovering. The trenches will be backfilleé upon project
completion. Mitigation should include rapid sodding,
revegetatlom and replacement of the original corncrete and
granite rip-rap after censtruction to prevent erosion of
the streambank into the river and to mitigate potentlal
impacts to habitat and water guality. Mitigatidn should
include the standaré requirement for solls reports prior to
: issuance of bulldlng permits a:d application for
appropriate permits from the %nisp County Water Agency,
State Department of Fish and G&éﬁ; the State; Reclamation
Board and Army Ccrp of Engineers.

<.Maybe- The site ls bordered with concrete rip rap and riparian
vegetation on the levees and sand in the river bBottom.
Placement of the utility lines adjacent to the existing
bridge, buried under the river, may result in a slight
change in the surface relief of the levees or rnver bottom
to & potentially significant degree. Mitigation should
include review of grading and excavation plans, elevation
drawings, and landscaping and revegetation plans by the
City Public Works, Water Resourc¢es and Planning.
Departments, and State Board of Reclamiition and; State
Department of Fish and Game.

d. No- The site contains no unique geologic or physical
feature.

e.Maybe~ There may be any increase in wind or water
erosion’ of soils, during the reloccation and buriial
of the existing water and telephone pipelines. Mitlgation
should include adherence to applicable building codes and
proper construction practices, such as water spraying to
control fugitive dust.

£. Maybe- The project could have the potential to change the

depssztlon of beach sands or cause the erosion, silcation
or depcsition which may modify the channel of the Rern
aner. Mitigation to prevent this from occurrirg to a
significant degree should include approval of grading,

excavation, and revegetation plans by the City and permit
approvals by the State Department of Fish and Game and
State Board of Reclamation.

-

53990
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No geologic hazards are known to occur in the project
area.

There will not be an increase or change in the
impact to air guality due to the proiject.

Relocation of pipelines will not result in the crecation of
cbjectionable cdors.

Pipeline burial under the river would not adlter
air movements, moisture or temperature or climate,
either locally or regionally.

.

Mayve- The proposed jproject is within the 100 year
‘1oodpla1n. Construction may result in changes

in freshwater currents, or direction of water movements
or alter the course or flow of flood waters if the
project was to coccur when water was present at this end
of the river. Mitigation should include designing the
placement of utility lines under the river as to not
result in a reduction in the river discharge capacity.
Mitigation to prevent changes to water movements should
include comstruction at the uppropriate times of year
when the river is dry in thils reach. The applicants must
also ger approval of a appropriate grading, excavation
and revegetation plans from the City and approval of
pernits £rom the State Dept. of Fish and Game, Board of
Reclamation, and Army Corp of Englneers.

Ne- There will not be a change in surface water runoff,
absorption, dralhage patterns or amounts in any water
body due to the project. The project will not alter the
direction or rate of £low or the quallty or quantlty of
ground waters. Relucating, but not increasing, the
water lines w..l not affect the capacity or the amount
of water otherwise avai:able for public water supplies,
nor will it expose people or property to water related
hazards such as flooding or tidal waves.

4. Plant Life .
a. Yes- Site development will result in a diversification of
plant life due to the removal of some willows, cottonwoods
and riparian shrubb, including saltbushes and bushy
willows. Mitijgation should include:

i. Revegetation of the streambank areas on ‘the north and
south- bankes ©0f the river with appropriate ‘vegetation
lncludlng cottonwoods and willows. Revegetatlon will be at
an approprlate denSLty and will utilize plants of a large
enough size to assure ‘that the creation of a permanent,
biclogically valuable wetland association will occur.

1i. Only the removal of the minimal amount of Streambank
vegeration necessary for cons*ructlon’ T

catepaRpaas .9 LU
vimsrEmase 9700
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iii. Nearby vegetation wiil be protected by careful
construction practices, including but not limited to:

1. Not storing any construction material or placing any
£ill on top of or within the dripline of trees or other
vegetation which are to remain undisturbed.

2. Heavy eguipmert will not be operated or parked
underneath or on top of such vegetation.

3. If large trees are very close to the area of
construction, the City will place temporary barriers
around them to protect .accidental damage.

iv. Mitigation should also include approval of a landscape
rlan by the City and revegetation of the riparian
vegetation in accordance with the Kern River Parkway Plan,
Xern River Plan Element, Kern Channrel Maintenance Plan,
and appropriate state and local agencies.

Previous studies and prOJeCt“Sp°lelC biological surveys
of the site did not identify any sernsitive or protectad
plant species on-site. Although: ‘the project is within the
Metropolitan Bakersfield Habitat Conservaticn Plan

area, no habitat conservation plan interim mitigation fees
will need to be paid since revegetation will be performed
and no habitat will be lost.

c. Maybe- New plant species may be introduced as a result of
vlanting of undesirable, non-native landscaping. A
barrier should not bz created to the normal replenishment
of existing plant species. Mitigation should include
¢ubm1ttgl of a landscaping pian, which will require
revegetation or landscaping with native or compatible
snrubs and trees.

d. No- Ho agricultural crop exists on-site.

5. Animal Life
a. ‘Maybe- New animal species may be introduced &s a result of the
project if native riparian vegetation is not replanted.
Mitigation to prevent this. should include approval of a
landscape plan.

No sensitive or protected species were found on-site, and
although no impacts are expected to endangered species (as
no signs of their habitation were found during field
suxveys), removal of or comstructiun to the bridge may
affect the nests of cliff swallows, currently attached to
the underside of the existing structure. Even though cliff
swallows enjoy no special state protection, they are
protected during their breeding seéason under the Federal
Mlgratory Bird Treaty Act. Mitigation should include
restricting the removal of the water and telephone lines
from April 15 through July 31 to avoid the cliff swallow
breeding season.

-

o)’
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The applicants should also consult the attached advisory
notice prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlifc Service wit
regard to potential impacts on the San Joagquin kit fox.

Replacing the pipelines in this area may not result in the
elimination of habitat associated with any endangered

or threatened species; however, kit foxes are known

to use the Kern River for night-time foraging and
migration. Without careful replacement of the existing
habitat, cumulative affects of pro;ects such as this in
the River could have a substantial impact on the quality
of habitat and -eventually the numbers of unigue, rare and
endangered animal species known to use the River.

c. Maybe-~ An improperly designed levee or revegetation with
unsuitable landscaping may result in the introduction oif
new animal species in the area, or result in a barrier to
*he migration or movement of animals. Mitigation should
include City and State approval of levee design, gradlng
plans and revegetation plans.

d. Maybe- In order to avoid any signific¢ant deterioration o
existing fish and wildlife hablrat in the riverbed, a
Section 1603 Permit f£rom the california Department of Fish
and Game, and possibly a wetland protection permit from
the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers will need to be filed with
the appropriate agencies.

Noise

a. Maybe- Existing ncise levels :may increase through
relocating the pipelines. The noise study which wus
performed for the 95/58/178 Intérchange Improvements
Project by CalTrans {(July, 1986) indicated that receprors
adjacent to the bridge widening werc found to either be
within reccmmended noise levels or were unfeasible and not
prudent to mitigate. Neoise will increase due to operation
of. heavy nach‘nery durxng construction. Since there are no

sensitive land uses in the immediate area, this temporary

impact reguires no mitigation.

-

People will not be exposed to severe noise levels
because of the proposed pipeline relocation.

Light and Glare
No- Because of the bridge widening, new lighting will be
added under the 24th Street Bridge at the Xern River.
However, light and glare will not increase with the
releocation of the pipelines. Mitigation should include
limiting all construction activities to occur only during
normal daylight hours.

Land Use
No-  No land use changes axe proposed with the project..

gmmm Sic
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Natural Resources
a.& b.
Ro- ©No non-renewable or other natural resources exist on-
site to be used or depleted.

Risk of Upset
No- The proposal does not involve a risk of explosions or
releasing hazardous substances.

Populaticn
‘No- The proposal will nct alter the location, distribution,

-density or growth rata of the population of the area.

Housing ]
No-  The proposed project will not affect existing or proposed

housing.

Transportation/ Circulation

a. -‘e.

No- Traffic and related activity will not increase, nor will
transpertation systems or parking be affected through the
replacement of the utility lines under the river. Impacts
related to the bridge widening and the improvements to ¢he
interchange were discussed in the Negative Declaration and
FONSI completed by CalTrans (SCB# 870105C3).

f. Maybe- There may be an increase in traffic hazards to

bicyclists if the bicycle path was not left open during
construction. Mitigation should include keeping the bikepath
cren at all times. Construction can include boring under the
bikeway or rerouting the bikeway during utility line
placement. Cumplete utility line placement ia an expedient
a manner as possible.

Public Services .

a.- £. No- The proposal will not affect or result in any new or
altered governmental services, such as fire or police
protection, schools, park or other recreation facilities,
maintenance of public facilities (e.g. roads), or any other
governmental service.

Energy

a.- bh. No
The relocatzing of utility lines will not impact to any
significant degree the level of fuel or energy consumption.

Utilities
a. & d.- £.

No -~ The project will not require additionzl utility systems norx
cause alterations to the power and natural gas, sewer or
septic tanks, storm water drainage, or so0iid waste and.
disposal utilities in the area.

k. & c.
Yes - The project is the relocation of existing telephone and
water lines.
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Human Health
Mo - Ro health hazards or hazards to pesople will be created as
a result of the proposed utility line replacement.

Aesthetics

No~ Tne preoposed project is not inteni;ng any uses on the
property which would result in tae obstruction of any scenic
vista or view open to the public, nor will the proposal
result in the creation of an aesthetically offensive site
open to public view.

Recreation
No- The project would not impact the quality or quantity of
existing recreationa.. opportunities.

Archaeological/ Bistorical

No- Archaeological and historic Architectural surveys for the
area were performed by Caltrans and others during the
Negative Declaration performed on the Interchange {SCH§
87010503). Inspection of the area of potential environmental
impact for the interchange improvements, which encompasses
the area of this project, ideutified nc resources. 1If,
éuring the construction of 4‘he utility lines, historic of
rrehistoric cultural resouwrces are unearthed, work in the
area of the discovery shail cease until the flnds can be
evaluated and if necessary, mitigation applied prior to

aqmptlon of activity.

Mandatory Findings of Signiflcance

a. The project does not have the ‘potential to degrade the
guality of the envxronmert, substantlally reduce the habitat
of a £ish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to érop below self-sustaining levels, threater:n to
eliminate a plant or animal community,., reduce the number ‘oY
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant of animal,
or eliminate impcrtant examples .of the major pericds of
California history or pre-history.

©. The project dces not have the potenti~l %o achieve short-
term, to the disadvantage of long-texrm, ‘environmental goails.

c. The project does not have impacts which are individually
limited, but cuprulatively considerable.

é&. The project does not have envirommental effects whicn will
cawse substantial adverse effects on human beings, either
directly or indirectly.
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