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OR, -u~~-'.i:GNEE l:O REQUEST SHORTENED REVIEW PERIODS 
, 'rOR CEQA DOCUMENTS 

BACKGROUf\10: 

!~tate Lands Commission 
1607-13th Street 
Sacram~nt6, Calif-ornia 95814 

Effective January I. 1990. Section 21091 was added to the 
Public Resources Code by AB 886 (Chapter 907, Statutes of 1989} 
(see ~xhibit "A"). This section establishes specific time 
periods for puDlic review of draft environmental impact reports 
and neg~tiue declarations, and provides for the establishment 
of shortened' review period er i teria by the Governor 1 s Office of 
Plannin~ and Research (d~R). 

P.R.C. 21091 specifies that requasts for shorten~d review 
periods must be made in writing to OPR by the decision-making 
body of the lead agency. The decision~making body may 
designate a- person authorized to request a shortened review, 
such person must subsequently notify the decision-making body 
of ~ny such r~quest. (The minimum shortened review is 21 days 
for ~~~gative declaration ~nd 30 days for an environmen~al 
impact r~~~~t. OPR has indicated in its "Shortened Review 
Guidelines (G~.ddt1.j.Q~s), pursuant to AB 886 (see Exhibit 11 8 11

). 

that it will not appr·o.;~ .a request for shortened review if the 
prop9sed project has statewid~. regional. or areawide 
significance.) 

$taf"f recommends that the Executive Officer, or a des-ignee, be 
authorized to request shortened review periods from OPR, as 
prouided by ~.R.C. 21091 and the Guidelines established by OPR. 
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CALENDAR ITEM ,NO. c 6 8 CONT'D 

NIA. 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

EXHIBITS: 

1. Pursu~nt to the Commission's delegation of 
authority and the State CEQA Guidelines 
(14 Cal. Code Regs. 15061), the staff has 
determined that this activity is exempt 
from lhe requirements of the CEQA because 
the activity is not a "project" as defined 
by CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines. 

Authority: P.R.C. 21065 and 14 Cal. Code 
Regs. 15378. 

A. Public Resources Code, Section 21091 
(AB 886. Chapter 907, Statutes of 1989). 

B. Shortened Review Guidlines Pursuant to 
AB 886 adopted by the Governor's Office of 
Planning and Research'. ,. -

lT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION: 
1 FIND THAT THE ACTIVITY IS EXEMPT FROM T~E REQUIR£MENfS OF 

THE CEQA ~URSU~NT TO 14 CAL. CODE REGS. 15061 BECAUSE THE 
ACTIVITY IS NOT A PROJECT AS DEFINED BY P.R.C. 21065 ANO 
.14 CAL. CODE REGS. 15378. 

2. AUfHQRIZE TH€ EXECUTIVE.OFFICER, OR HIS DESIGNEE. TO 
REQUEST SHORTENED REVIEW PERIODS FROM OPR FOR DRAFT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTS OR NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS IN 
CONFORMANCE WITH P.R.C. 21091 AND OPR 1S GUIDELINES. ANY 
REQUESTS SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE COMMISSION. 
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. .·.. .. .. 
EXHIBIT' "A" 

PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE 
SECTION 21091 

Effective JanU3ry 1, 1990 

• 

(a) The public n:vi.!w period for a dr.ift environmental impact report shall no~/be lc;s:; • 30 days. 
\Vhc:n the dr:lft environmental impact report is silbmiccd to the $Qte Cl~:P-n,~ouse for review, 
the review period shall be 21.t lc:tSt 45 days. 

(b) The public review period far a neg:ttive declar:llic:>n shall not be lc;ss th:m 21 days. ~Ci the 
Degarive decl.ar:l.tion is submitt:d' to the Staie Oe:iringhouse for review, the review period sh:ill 
be ar 1C3St 30 days. 

(c) When a draft·environmentai: impact repqrt qr a negative d..~lar.uion i.'\ submitted to the St::ite 
· Ocari.nghouse far rcvii:vi, the public review period establiSh~ by the le:ui agency shall be at 
least as long as the period of review by th~ Stare C!caringhous~ The· I~ agency shall considc:
any comments on a draft ~tal h:ilpaa r.:pon or proptjscd negative d~laratio~ which 
are received by the Stue Oe3ringhouse within the public comment ~riod est:J.blished by this 
section. 

.(d) {1) Critcrla. for shoncrreview pciods by the State Clc:ttiDghouse for doetixnentS which must be 
mbmitxed to the State Clearinghouse shall be set forth in the written guidelines issued by the 
Off.ice of .Planning and Research and made available to the public. 

(2) Those shortened review periods shall not be less than 30 cb.ys for a dr:lft environmental :epon 
and 21 days for a negative derJar.uion. 

(3) Ally request fora shomncthevicw period shall only be made in writing by the dccision
maki!lg body of the led agency to the Office of P!01nrsing and Rese:rch. The dccision
making body may designate by resol~tion or c:tlinance a pc:son :iuthorized to request a 
shorten~ review. Any designated p~on shall notify the decision-making body of this 
request. 

{4) Ariy request approved by the: ·srue Cle!lringhouse silal1 be consistent with the criteria set forJi 
in tile wrim:n guidelines of the Office of Planning and Rese:ut:h. 

(5) A shoncncn review period shall not be approved by roe Office of PJ:i!!ning a.'ld Rcsc:licli for 
:my proposed project of Statewide. regional. or areawide emironmenw· sigi:iific:mce as 
d.etcmined pursuant to Section 21083. 

(6) Any ~ of a shortened review period shall ~ given pµor to, anci reflected in. the public 
notice required pumiant to 'Sectioa 21092. 

.•. •.. . ... • • • 
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EXHIBIT "8" 

George Deukmejian, Governor 

Shortened Review 
Guidelines Pursuant 
toAB886 

. 

-· . 

Governor's Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 445.()613 

~Obert P. ~fartinez Dirt!ctor. Offu:e of Planning '!nd Researc!i 

David C. Nunenbmp. Depu.-y Director, Pennir Assistance 

Glenn Srobe:. Managu. Stm~ Clearir.ghoiJSe 

Loreen McM!thon. Awnor 
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SHORTENED REVB~1 

Under ex.c%ptional ~the Office of Plamrlng and Research (QPR) may shonen the 
ummal review periods for Negative Decl.3mtions and Environmental Impact Reports. 

QPR has qcvel~ ~for facilitating these requesis, pursuant to Public Resources Code 
Sea.ion 21091. 

The Office of PJ;mning and Rese:lrch requires That requests for shorrened revic\\'S mus: be submitted 
to QPR along with the requin'!d 10 copies .of the environmental document. Furthcrm~ the requ~~ 
must explain why the shom:ned review is being requested. Valid shonenf?i review requests must 
mictly follow the SJ1onencd Review Request Procedmes and must adhen: to the following critcri;r 
(per S~on 21091-ofthc Public Resources Code); 

OPR Crita.'3 for App~g Shqrtened Review 

1) The Ie:u:l agency is openting under an extension of the one year period fot proje¢t review; or 

2) The project applic:31lt is tinder severe time constraints with rcg:mi to obtainins financing ar exci
c:ising options; ~ 

e 3) The lead av-i:cy h::ls alre:.uiy obWiled approval for a shortened revii:w-pefiod from respomible 
and~ sta.te ag=cies; or · · 

4) The documt:m is a supplement to a dqcmncnt previously su}?mitted, to the Sw.e Q=riughow;e for 
n:view; 

5) The stilte ~ew·bas not yet begmi. 

In the case of a Drnft Environmenial l'.mpac:t Repcn:r. the Ie:td agency should ha".re sent :1.<Notice of 
~tion to appropriate state agencieS. and should have consulted with· them in the~ of a 
Negative Declaration. 

Once the shom:ned n.:.vic:W request has been deemed ~ the O.t:3liagh0t1se will com:ict 
responsible and c:onc=pled state agencies. !f ~ agree m shortening the ~cw period. the review 
dares me set ~ the. docmnCnds clisuibuted for review upon final approval. by the Deputy Direaar 
of OP~ Pe:mtt Assist:ma:. 

Shoriened Review Request Procedures 

1) A reques: must be made to QPR in,writing by the decisi"on-m1.;.,Wig body of thc/le:ld ttt;cncy. The 
requesi: mtist com: from a ptQp:rly .~tborizcd ~?.rive of,.,thc Ie:id agency and slialr be midc 
on lead agency,lenem~ gr the Office of Plaum.ng·and Rese:i.rch (OPR) Sh~iened Review Form.. 

2) A rcques? must explain ~e·!'cxceptio~'~ces" for mil~y U:~?:.~Cst:,._ 477--· 
~ . .: · t.r•:;A.,~ ~~rllQS 

3) A requc::t must accompany the 10 ~cs of thee.. .:ionmcntal ~~~-~ tg,JJ!i____ ·-
Oe:inghou.se. =- _. . 
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4) A request will not be apim:wed if the project has statewide, r~onal, or are:iwide signifiC31lce.. 
(Su aztm:lwumr.) 

S) Approval for a shorte.uetl:ev.iew clW1 be obtained before issuing the public notice of availability,; 

6) The public =view period shall b: at least as long as_ the period of review set by OPR.. 

7) A shortened review period for a Ne~ Declar.uion shn.IJ. not be appruvcq. for less than 21 dayS. 

8) A sh~ te'ricW period form ~tal lmpaa Report shall not be apprt?Ved for less than 
30 days. 
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·~ ________ ,____ ___________ ~------~-~--~------------------· 
. 

Projects of S~ewide, Regional, or Areawide, Significancs 
2Staie CEQA Ouide!ines (Section 15206) 

These proje= ate not elipole for shortened reviews: 

A) Project TyPe: 

1) A pro~ed local v..neta1 p~·eleme%lt. or amen~t for wh.ich=Qji"EiR-~...z:~~P.ap:d.. 

·B) 'Project Developroerlt: 

1) ~ the potcnti.w:for cauling significant environr.riet:::.h:ffeas beyond the city or county 
where,~ proj~ is locared, illcluding traffic and air qu:ilicy st:mclards. · 

2) A resMrmtial d.C'velcpm=t of mgre than 500 units.. 

3) A shopping or business establishment of more than 500.000 squ:ire feet of floor space. or 
more• l,000 employees. 

4) A~ cffit:c bailding ~more than 2.59.000 square fe:t of floor spa~ or mete than 
1.000 employees. 

S) A hctcllmOu:l of more.than soo·rooms. 
6) AZ! indnstdal. manufactming. ar pxocess.ing.plaxlt. or indumi.al park oceupying more than 40 
~ ~g mate than 650,000 square feet of floor sp~ o:r employing more than 
1.09(> persons. 

7) Cmc::{W:ion of a "Willia.mson Acr parCcl of 100 or more acres. 

S) Intcrfer:e:ncc with aa:lin:mcit of region:tl war.er quality stand.:mls. 

'9) A project for ~using. jobs, er ocorpaney of 500 or more people within 10 miles of a nuclem· 
power plant. 

10) Sensitive wildlifeJlabimt. lllcluding ~'lands. wetlands. bays. marshes. esmatj~ and 
habitaXS far me and =~~Cled ~ 

C):Pr6j~ Loeuion: 

l),The 'I.akc Tahoe B3sin. 

2) Th~·Santa Momt:a Mountains Zone. 

·3) The Caiifcmia ~....U Zone; 

4) The ~a:i::amento-San Joaquin Delta. 

5) The Suisun Marsh. ·~- , , . ·.~--· ft~9 · 
6) The jtM-j.sdiction of"me·san F~ci-:-m ~.ay Consc:v:uion and Devel~c?.{¢Hfmnf.!r4~~0· -~--· 

..,..1 .... , ....... \. ~''~1 
7) All area within 1/4 mile of a wild and sccn;c nver. . _· -~--= .. .. . m -~~ ---




