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APPROVE A TtlREE-YtnR NON-t:XCLUSIUl GE.OPllYSlCAl. SURVEY PE.RMI r 
ON TIDE ANO SUBMERGED LANDS UNDER THE 

JURISDICTION Of TUC STATF,: LANDS COMMJSSJON 

APPLICANT: 

TERMS: 

Shel~ ,Western E&P Inc. 
Attn~ M. A. Baker 
p. 0. ~~}< 991 
Houston. Texas 77001 

The term of the Non-Exclusive Geophysical 
Survey Permit is from October l, 1990 through 
September 30, 1993. 

PREREQUISITE ITEMS: 
Require~ ~t~tutory riling fee. expense deposit, 
and perf -~~ce bond have been received. 

STATUTORY REFERENCE: 
A. P.R.C. Section 6826. 
B. P.R.C. Section 210SO(c). 
C. P.R.C. Section 6870. 
D. Cal. Cod~ Regs_, Title z. Article 2.9 

Sect.ion 2100. 
E. Cal. Code Regs., Title 2, 

Section 290S(e)C3i. 
f. Cal Code Regs. , Title 4 ,, Section 15074. 

AB 884: 03/03/91. 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
·1. On May 24, 1984, the Commission. pursuant 

to the provisions of the CEQA, considered 
and adopted a Prrlposed Negative ,Declaration 
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(NO 3S8. St~te Clearinghouse #84.020113). 
for the program under which issuance of 
this permit is proposed. The Commission 
found. based on its record. that there was 
no substan~ial evidence ~hat the progra~. 
as revised and approved. would have a 
significaht effect on the env±ronment 
Cl• Cal. Code Regs. 15074(b)). 

2 On October S. 1987. ~he Commission 
considered applical1ons fo~ general 
geophysital permits. The Co~nission Found 
that ne~ information, obtained after the 
May 24.." I~ 984- Ne9ative O~,- ~ara ti on. revealed 
tha~ use of" geophysical' 1uipment •. ..Jhich 
emits strong acoustic pu-~es. may cause 
significiant advP.rse effects upon the 
enuironment and that approval of a permit 
allowing use 9f such equipment required 
prepa~ation of an environmental impact 
report. However, the Commission also found 
that no new information revealep any 
substantial euidence that use of passive 
equipment or low acoustic pulse-generating 
equipment, such as side-scan sonar and 
magnetometer, would haue a significant 
effect on the environment. Based upon the 
May 24. 1984·Negative Declaration, the 
Commission. therefore .. approved the 
issuance of permits which proviced for the 
use of equip~eht which has no more than two 
kilojoules of energy input. 

3. Since 1987. geophysifal ~urueys employing 
passive or low-energy equipment have 
continued under the Commission's permits 
without 5ignificant incident or new 
evidence of additional potential 
environ~ental effect from the surveys. 

4. This activity involves lands identified, as 
possessing sign1ficant environ~ental values 
pursuant to P.« R. C. 63 70. et. seq. Based 
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upon ~~e staf.f's consui~ation with the 
pei:-st1n» nominating su~.h ]J~ndr anc'· throygh 
th~ c;EQA r:'•eview proc·e~s. it is the staff Is: 
opinio~- ~~at the permit a~ par~ of the 
pro9r.~~r1 ,for th~ projer.t, as pi:-opo~ed, is 
cons~~trnt with its use classificjtion. 

A. Pe~~it Region~. 

lT lS RE'-OMMENDEO THAT THE tOMM!SSION: 

1. DEfERMINE THAT ON MA~ 24, 1984, A N~GATIUE O~CLARAfION, 
N0.3S6. STriTE CLEARINGHOUSE.#840201~1. WAS CONSIDERED AND 
ADO~TED FOR THE PROGRAM UNOEk WHICH 1S§UANCE Of THIS PERMIT 
rs ?RoeosEo ru~su~ruT l:o. THE PRovrsroN~f 'PF THE cEQA, ·ANO 
THAT C?~J OCTOBER 7, 19&!7, THE COMMISSI()l'J) REUlEWED NJO 
cor.:sri).(R~D THE !~1fORM::.,i:);ol\J C0iJTAINED tN THE NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION AtJD iHE cor44€TJTS n.! n~E COMMISSION Is. FILES 
WHICH i..JE:iii:. RECUUEO IN RESPONSE TO THE NEGAT,,,fVE DECU~RATlON. 

2 DETERMINE nrnT THERE IS .NO SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE THAT l>HE 
RROGRAM UNDER WHICH ISSUANCE OF THE PERMIT rs PROPOSED~ -AS 
RiUISED AND APPRO~ED. WILL HAVE A SIGNifICANT EFFECT ON THE 
ENVIRONMENT. , . . 

3·. AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE TO SHELL WESTERN E&P HJC.. OF f\; 
NON-EXCLUSIVE GENERAL PERMIT TO CCNDUCt LO~ ENERGY 
GEOPHYSICAL SURVEYS FOR· THE PERIOD OCTOBER t. 1990 THRouGH 
S~PTEMBER 30, 199~ WITHIN PERMiT REGIO~S L. II. rrr. AND IY 
AS DESIGNATED -ON EXHIBIT 11 A 11 

•• . . 
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