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MINUTE ITEM

84
6/11/90
APPROVE A PROSPECTING PERMIT FOR MINERALS W 40526
OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES, PRC 7417
SAND AND GRAVEL, SIERRA COUNTY Pelka

Charles Warren, Executive OQOfficer, presented Calendar Item 84,
attached. This is an application to approve a two-yvear prospecting
permit for precious metals and other valuable minerals other than
o0il, gas, geothermal resources, sand and gravel on 1,760 acres of
State property, more or less, located in Sierra County.

Before consideration of Item 84, James Goode, the Attorney for
Tenaco Minerals, was called upcn to address Tenaco's concerns
regarding the SLC's request to defer this item. Mr. Warren asked
that the witness respond to the two letters received in our office.
One from the Baldersterns asking that the matter be removed from
the Calendar because it is impossible for them to appear in
opposition. And the other from a Mrs. Philapene who called to
indicate her protest to the project and urged the Commission to
deny the permit. In addition to the communications received,
Dwight Sanders was called upon to summarize the letter received
this morning from the Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District
whose problems were similar to those of the Baldersons and,
particularly asking that it be put over until it can be heard in
Northern California. The other concern of the Sierra Valley is to
have the staff of the Commission, as well as staff from the
Department of Fish and Game, present this proposal to the Planning
Commission in Sierra County tomorrow, the 12th of June.

After considerable discussion and the fact that there were sonme
individuals that had some concerns and were unable to be present,
Commiss.on-Alternate Stan Stancell proposed to the Commission that
the "Executive Officer bhe authorized, at 1least delegated the
authority, to act on this matter after tomorrow's hearing with the
planning commission, and if you deem that matters brought before
the planning commission warrants action cther than what our general
thinking is at this point--and my general thinking is that we
should go ahead and do it, but I think we should be sensitive to
providing an opportunity for input." Mr. Stancell would propose to
the Commission that they delegate that authority to the Executive
Officer to act after tomorrow's hearing.

After seeking the Deputy Attorney General's legal advice and
rephrasing the motion made by Commission-~Alternate Stancell, and
seconded by Commission-Alternate Ed Manning, the Commission
approved Calendar Item 84 and the motion rephrased as the
following:

CALENDAR PAGE ‘
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CALENDAR ITEM

A 61 06/11/90
g4 W 40526  PRC 7417
s 25 Pelka

APPROVE A PROSPECTING PERMIT FOR
MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES,

SAND AND GRAVEL, SIERRA CCUNTY

APPLICANT: Tenneco Minerals Company
5301 Longley Lane, Suite 113
Reno, Nevada 89511

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION:
State Department of Fish and Game proprietary
lands located within the Antelope Ualley
Wildlife Area and further described in
Exhibit "A".

LAND USE: Approval of a prospecting permit for precious
metals and other valuable minerals other than
0il, gas, geothermal resources, sand and gavel
on 1,760 acres of State property, more or less,
jocated in Sierra County.

PROPOSED PROJECT:

Tenneco Minerals Company proposes to drill 52 holes on an
80—-acre parcel and perform geologic mapping, sampling and
surveying on an additional 1,680 acres. Drilling will occur at
13 drill sites with four exploratory holes directionally
drilled at each site to maximize its extent of geologic
information while minimizing surface disturbance. Samples will
be retained from each five-foot interval for off-site assay.
Tenneco will use up to two track mounted reverse circulation
drill rigs for drilling and two pickup trucks for crew
transportation. No rcad conctruction will be required.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 8 4- (CONT'D)

Upon completion of drilling, all holes will be properly
abandoned with bentonite clay to protect any aquifers. All
drill sites and tracks will be scarified and seeded with an
approved seed mix.

Geologic mapping will be performed by a geologist walking the
permit area. Geochemical surveying will consist of rock chip

sampling, soil and stream sediment sampling. fipproximately 300

rock chip samples will be taken with a hand-held geologist's
hammer. Approximately 1500 soil samples will be remouved by
digging an eight-inch hole with a small hand-held trowel,
removing a four-pound sample and immediately backfilling the
hole. Approximately 100 stream sediment samples will be taken
by removing a one-pound sample from surface drainage beds with
a small hand-held trowel. All rock chip, soil and stream
sediment samples will be removed for off-site assay.

Geophysical surveying will include very low frequency magnetic
and resistivity surveys. The surveys are performed by a
geologist walking the permit area, recording measurements with

a hand-held instrument. The resistivity survey is performed by

inducing a small electrical current into an electrode pushed
into the ground and recording measurements on detectinn devices
placed at various locations on the ground. Upon completion of
the survey, all electrode and detection devices are removed.

SURFACE DISTURBANCE:

Access to drill sites will be attained by an existing old
loacing road and by off road travel. No new road construction
is needed or authorized. Surface disturbance is estimated to
he approximately 0.02 acre for all 13 drill sites.

An archeological field survey of the area to be drilled
revealed no significant cultural resources. A copy of the
survey is on file in the Long Beach office of :he State Lands
Commission.

To preclude impacts to wintering deer, drilling activities will
be restricted to the following time period, May 15 through
August 10, but is subject to change by the Department of Fish
and Game,

{REVISED 06/07/90) -2e
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84 (cont'py

TERMS OF PROPOSED PERMIT:
Period:

Royalty:

v

The primary term of this
prospecting permit is two
years. The Commission may in
its discretion, extend the
term for one additional year.

Royalty payable under the
permit shall be 20 percent of
the minerals secured from the
permit area and sold or
otherwise disposed of or held
for sale or other disposition.

Royalty payable under any
preferential lease issued
shall not be less than ten
percent of the gross value of
all mineral production from
the leased lands, less any
charges approved by the
Commission made or incurred
with respect to transporting
or processing the State's
royalty share of production
or the equivalent Net Smelter
Return (NSR). The
determination of said royalty
and charges shall be at the
discretion of the Commission
and set forth in said lease.

P.R.C. 6890.5 provides that
the Commission when entering
into a lease for the
extraction of commercially
valuable minerals from lands
owned by another State agency
may provide that the State
agency receive land as
payment for royalty due under
the lease. Upon lease
issuance and accrual of
mineral royalties, Fish and
Game could acquire the
720-acre OQuerman Ranch
currently optioned by
Tenneco, which is adjacent to

RYYAR
1628

CALENDAR PAGE
DANUTE PAGE




N Y

CALENDAR ITEM NO. 8 4 (CONT'D)

PAcREQUISITE CONDITIONS,

the Antelope Valley Wildlife
Area and believed by Fish and
Game to (possess) habitat
equal to or greater than that
of the Antelope Valley
Wildlife Area.

Upon acquisition of the
Overman Ranch or additional
lands or in-kind payments and
at the end of each fiscal
year, a sum equal to

50 percent of the revenue
received by the State for
this lease shall be available
for appropriation by the
Legislature for the support
of, and apportionment and
transfer by the Controller to
the Department of Fish and
Game.

FEES AND EXPENSES:

Filing fee of $25, processing fee of $250 and
an acreage deposit of $5,280 has been received.

Subject parcel is not known ko contain a
commercially valuable deposit of minerals.

STATUTORY REFERENCES:

6, Sections 6890, 6891,

Cal. Code Regs.: Title 2, Section 2200.

A. P.R.C. Div.
B..
AB 884: 10/29/90.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
In 1987, Hecla Mineral Company filed an
application for mineral prospecting for a
portion of the same area covered in this

1.

application.

Tenneco Minerals Company has

acquired Hecla's interest in the project
area and has filed a revised mineral
prospecting permit application. Pursuant
to the Commission's delegation of authority
and the State CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Code
Regs. 15061) in September 1987, a Proposed

—4-

Negative Declaration (identified as EIR
ND 420, State Clearinghouse No. 87052507)

Y
i
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. g __/'é (CONT'D)

was circulated for the Hecla Mining Company
project. Staff has recirculated a revised
document reflecting the new applicant's
revisions. The document bears the same
identification numbers, i.e., EIR ND 420,
State Clearinghouse No. 87052507. A copy
of this revised environmental decument is
attached as Exhibit "C".

Based upon the proposed Negative
Declaration, and the ceoemment received in
response thereto, there 3is no substantial
evidence that the project will have a
significant effect on the environment

(14 Cal. Code Regs. 15074[b}j.

The permit shall provide four a performance
bond or other security device of $15,000 in
favor of the State.

3. Pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6895, upon
establishing to the satisfaction of the
Commission that commercially valuable
depnsits of minerals have been discovered
within the 80-acre portion of the permit
area in which drilling will occur, tihe
Applicant would have a prefere tial right
to a lease to that 80-acre port. 'n. The
remaining 1,680 acres on which only
geolugic mapping and sampling would occur
is not subject to a preferential lease.

The right to a preferential lease will be
subject tc all necessary environmental
approvals. Yhe issuance of the permit will
not affect the discretion of the Commission
in granting or denying s ich lease because
of enviroi.nental ccnsiderations.

N

4. Upon issuance of an 80-acre preferential
lease to Tenneco Minerals Company, Tenneco
would deed to the Department of Fish and
Game an 80-acre parcel to be selccted by
the Departnent within the Querman Ranch, as
consideravion for the right to its lands.
Such consideratioen is in addition to
subsequent royalty payments in the form of
land.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 8 4: (CONT 'D)

APPROVALS OBTAINED:
1. Pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6890, the

subject permit application has been
approved by the Office of the Attorney
General as to compliance with the
applicable provisions of the law.

The Department of Fish and Game has
approved the work to be performed under the
authority of the permit and has specified
terms and conditions required to ensure
that the work shall be performed in a
manner which is not inconsistant with the
purposes for which the land is owned ana
which will not cause a net loss of wildlife
habitat value.

EXHIBITS: A. Land Description.
B. Site Map.
C. Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. CERTIFY THAT A REVISED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, EIR ND 420,
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE 87052507, WAS PREPARED FOR THIS PRGJECT
PIIRSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA AND THAT THE
COMMISSION HAS ADOPTED, REVIEWED, AND CONSIDERED THE
INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS APPROVED, WILL NOT HAVE R
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENUVIRCNMENT.

DETERMINE THAT THE LANDS DESCRIBED IN THE PERMIT ARE NOT
PRESENTLY KNCWN TO CONTAIN COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSITS
OF MINERALS.

AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF A MINERAL PROSPECTING PERMIT TO
TENNECO MINERALS COMPANY FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS, FOR ALL
MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES, SAND
AND GRAVEL ON 1,760 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, OF DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND GPME LANDS LOCATED IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY WILDLIFE
AREA OF SIERRA COUNTY FURTHER DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT "a", IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE STANDARD FORM OF PERMIT. ROYALTY
PAYABLE UNDER THE PERMIT SHALL BE TWENTY PERCENT. ROYALTY
PAYABLE UNDER ANY PREFERENTIAL LEASE ISSUED UPON THE
DISCOVERY OF COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSITS OF MINERALS
SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN TEN PLRCENT OF THE GROSS VALUE OF
ALL MINERAL PRODUCTION FROM THE LEASED LANDS, LESS ANY

ICALENDAR PAGE
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. R £  (conT'D)

CHARGES APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION MADE OR INCURRED WITH
RESPECT TO TRANSPORTING OR PROCESSING THE STATE'S ROYALTY
SHARE OF PRODUCTION OR THE EQUIVALENT NET SMELTER RETURN
(NSR). THE DETERMINATICH OF SAID ROYALTY AND CHARGES SHALL
BE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE COMMISSION.
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EXHIBIT "A"
LAND DESCRIPTION
Six Parcels of land in Sierra County, California, described as foliows:
PARCEL 1
SE-1/4 of SW-1/4 and SW-1/4 of SW-1/4 of Section 22, T21N, R15E, MDM
PARCEL 2

NE-1/4 of NW-1/4, E-1/2, E-1/2 of SW-1/4, SW-1/4 of SW-1/4, and NW-1/4 of NW-1/4
of Section 27, T21N, R15E, MDM.

PARCEIL 3

NE-1/4 of NW-1/4, SW-1/4 of NE-1/4, NW-1/4 of SE-1/4, SE-1/4 of SW-1/4, and S-1/2 of
SE-1/4 of Section 28, T21N, R15E, MDM.

PARCEL 4
N-1/2 of NE-1/4 and NE-1/4 of NW-1/4 of Section 33, T21N, R15E, MDM.
PARCEL 2

SW-1/4, 5-1/2 of N-1/2,NE-1/4 of NE-1/4, NW-1/4 of NW-1/4, zad W-1/2 of SE-1/4 of
Section 34, T21N, R15E, MDM.

PARCEL. S
W-1/2 of Section 35, T21N, R15E, MDM.

, W 40526

END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED MAY 4, 1989 BY SAS.
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In September 1987, a Proposed Negative Declaration (SCH No.
87052507), attached hereto, was proposad and circulated for a
proposal by Hecla Mining Company to conduct mineral exploration
activities in the Antelope Valley Wildlife Area of Sierra County
waich is ownaed and administered by the California Department of
Fish and Game. Tennaco Minerals has acquired Hecla's intersest in
the project arsa and has f£iled a revized mineral prospecting
proposal with the State lLands Commission. The revised project
includes thirteen (13) drill sitez in the same relative location
as those proposed in the Becla application (see Exthibit C of the
Hecla Proposed Negative Declaration). The proposed drill sites may
vary up to 200 feet from the original locations to account for
environmental .r locational constzaints.

The revised project differs from the former primarily in that
Tennaco propos«s to drill four exploratory holes at various angles
within each drill site instead of only one. This modification is
designed to maximize the amount of geoclogic information obtained
while minimizing the amount and number of suarface disturbance, a
total of .02 acre for all sites combined. The anticipated volume
of material excavated for all 52 holes is approximately 50 cubic
yards. Approximately 10 pounds of material for off-site assay will
be saved from each five (5) foot interval.

Tennaco will use up to two track mounted reverse circulation
drill rigs to drill up to two holes daily. Two pickup trucks per
arill rig will carry a three man crew and a geologist to and from
the project sites. ‘

As a result of informaticn and comments received relative to
the originally proposed Negative Declaration, the measures listed
in Exhibit 3, attached, are incorporated within the Tennaco

proposal.

Reclamation

Upon completion of drilling, all holes will be properly
abandoned in accordance with California Department of Water
Resources Water Well Standards by use of impervious bentonite clay
to protect any agquifers.- The top five feet of each hole will be
filled with drill cuttings to blend with existing soils. Unused
drill cuttings will be removed frow the project area.

Upon completion of drilling, all drill sites and tracks will
be scarified and seeded with U.S. Ferest Service prescribed seed
mix or as prescribed py Fish and Game.
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Geologic/Geophysical Activities

Tennaco also proposes to conduct geolegic mapping and sampling
on an additional 1,680 acres of the wildlife area. Geologic
mapping would be performed by a geologist on foot walking the
permit area recording rock types and other geologic features.
Geochemical surveying would consist of rock chip sampling, so0il
and strear swdiment sampling. Rock chip sampling would involve
removal cof approximately 300, five pound rock chip samples taken
with a hand-~held geoclogist's hammer. Se0il sampling would involve
digging an eight-inch hole with a small hand-held truwel, removing
a four-pound sample and immediately backfilling the hole.
Approximutely 1,500 soil samples would bz taken at 100 to 500 foot
intervals. Stream sediment samples would consist of removing a
one~pound sample from the surface of drainage beds with a small
hand-held trowvel. Approximately 100 stream sediment samples would
be removed at 260 to 1000 foot intervals. All rock chip, soil and
stream sediment samples will be removed for off-site assay.

Geophysical surveying would include very 1lovw freguency
(VLF) /total field magnetics, and induced polarization (IP)/
resistivity surveys. VLF and total field magentics are performed
by a geolecgist walking the permit area, recording measurements with
& hand-held instrument. This informaticn is wuseful in
understanding local rock types and other geologic features. The
IP/Resistivity survey is performed by inducing a small electrical
current into a conduit electrode pushed into the ground and
recording measurements on detection devices placed at various
leccations on the ground. Uposn completion of the survey, all
electrode and detection devices ure removed. An IP/resistivity
survey is useful in determining rock type characteristics and

mineral.zatien.

Monitoring/Reporting Program
In conformance with the regquirements of Public Resources Code
Section 21081.6, the Stats Iands Commission's staff shall perform
periodic inspections to assure compliance with the proposed
mitigation neasures.

There shall be a minimum of two inspections per year. A
monitoring report shall ka prepared and placed in the file after

each inspection.:

In addition, the permit requires the Permittee to submit a
quarterly report of operations detailing the amcunt and extent of
work performed each three months.
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In consideration 6f the above discussion and the information
contained .n the attached material which consists of the comments
on the 1987 Proposed Hagative Declaration and responses thereto
and the praviocus Proposed Negative Daclaration (SCH. NO. 87052507),
the staff of che Commission believes that there is no substantial
evidence that the project, as revised, will have a significant

affect on the enviromment. ,
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EXHIBIT 2 Flle Ref.: W 405268 -

SCHe 87052507

Legal Description of lands applied for in Prospecting Permit
for mapping, sampling, and geophysics.

All in T 21 N, R 15 E, MDM
Sierra County, California

Section 22: SE-1/4, Sw-1/4

Section 27: NE-1/4 Nw-1/4, W-1/2, E-1/2 Sw-1/4,
‘ SW-1/4 sw-1/4.

Section 28: NE-1/4 NW-1/4, SW-1/4 NE-1/4,'
Nw-1/4 SE-1/4, SE-1/4 swu-1/4,
S-1/2 SE-1/4.

Section 33: N-1/2 NE-1/4, NE~1/4 NW-1/4%

Section 34: SW-1/4, S-1/2 N-1/2, NE-1/4 NE-1/4
NW-1/4 WW-1/4, w-1/2 SE-1/4.

Section 35: w-1/2

Containing 1680 acres more or less.
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STATE OF CAL'FORNIA-STATE LANOS L ““4ISSION G
STATE LANDS COMMISSION

1807 13TH STREST )
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95214

PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

EIR ND 420
File Ref.: ¥ 40526
SCu¢: 8705 2507

Project Title: Mineral Prospecting Permit - Antelope Valley Area

Project Proponent: Hecla Mining Gomﬁany

Location: SW% of SWi, Section 22, Wk of NW%, Section 27, 7.21 M., R.15 E.,
M.D.M., approximately 3 miles southwesterly of Loyalton, Sierra

County.

Project

~—Project Description: Prospacting for precious metals and other valuable minerals by
drilling 13 holes, 4-1/8 inches in diameter to a maximum depth
of 200 feet with a track mounted reverse air circulation rig.
Approximately 3 cubic foot of drill cuttings will be retained
at five foot intervals for off-site assaying. Orill holes will
be properly abandoned. Drill sites will be scarified and seeded.

Contact Persca: TED T. FUKUSHIMA Telephone:  (916)322-7813

This document is prepared pursuaant to the requirements of the California Environwental Qualic:
Act (Section 21000 et seq., Public .Regources Code), the State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000
et seq., Title 14, California Administrative Code), and the State Lands Commission regulations
(Section 2901 et seq., Title 2, California Administrative Code) .

Based upon the attached Initial Study, it has been found that:

/7 the project will not have a significant effect on the environment,

/X7 mitigation measures included in the project «ill avoid potentially significant effects,
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File Ref.: W 40526
SCH# 87054507

MITIGATION MEASURES

Proposed for Incorporation into the Project Description

Access to the thirteen drillsites shall be confined to
existing dirt roads an¢ trails tec the maximum extent
feasible. Off road travel is to be restrained to the
minimum required. NO new road construction is permitted.

To minimize the production of fugitive dust, all vehicle
speed shall not exceed 20 mph.

Permittee shall perform all activities so as to minimize
impact on vegetation. No trees may be removed.

Upon completion of prospecting activities, all zguipment
and refuse will be promptly removed from the site.

All drill pads or areas disturbed by drilling activities
shall be scarified and seeded by hand-broadcasting. Thne
seed mixture type may be either that provided by the U.S.
Forest Service for use in the area or be in accordance
with the "Erosion and Sediment Ceontrol Guidelines for
Developing Areas of the Sierras®.

Drillholes which do not encounter water shall be
backfilled by replacement of drill cuttings into the
hole. Drillholes which encounter water shall be
abandoned in accordance with California Department of
Water Resources Water Well Standards. Impervious sealing
material is restricted to the use of bentonite clay only.
Mixing of this bentonite clay is restricted to portable
tanks or troughs only. Mo mud pits may be excavated.

The top five feet of holes which are abandoned using
bentonite clay shall be filled with drill cuttings so as
to blend with the existing soil. Drill cuttings which
are not utilized in backfilling operations shall be
promptly removed from the State parcel.
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7. Prospecting activities shall be restricted to the
following time period:

A. May 15 through August 10. )
Bo Ociober 5 until deer migration occurs as determined

by the Department of Fish and Game.

!
These .dates may vary depending on deer migration and are
subject to change by the Department of Fish and Game.

£,
' iCALENDAR PAGE o)
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UOctober 8, 1987
Tom Gregory
bP.U. lox 823
Loyslton, Ca
206118
9!6-993-4576_

File kefsw 40526

XL ﬁgc}ll'- Keg.
Loudl_x Reply

Dec. for p7ospecting on State
te October } Xesponse

<
~

Ted Fukushiea "
Stete Lands Comaisston
1807-23th Street

Sccransato, Ca 93854

Dear Mg,

‘ukashins, -

Thank you for your fasponce to oy Augest 18th lexter.
Hy reply here includes additfons? sopaents and clarificotion
el ny oripinal coarcnts., I stend fast ia opposition to the
adtjuecy of this Negative Declaration,

1've facludad o racent article regavding utates’ vights
to regulate afring, and uev comments fegarding the Public
Trust and labditae Fregnentstioa,
SACKGCKOUND

It is avident that the eavironsental rTeviev proctice
thot ossunes that prospecting-esploration does aot iavolve
signtficent aavironnsatsl ispocts noods re-rxaninstion.
Vhenever pozsible, vhy shovidn't potentinl eavironmental
impacts ond any conflict vith Jand ©éd goals beo connidered
st the onset? Escpactally 4f the uineral(s) befag nimed aze
not strategic mincrals, an 1s the cose with gold. Uhon an
anslysic can be nade at the oaset, doosn’t the distinctios
betwesn prospectiag and wining unduely difurcate the
ptoceas?

For cxsaple, if findings can be

Page Qi 2104 £112017
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SYAH Of CALS OAMA

GHORLE (4 1408 wa
< i e b LA e e

STATE LANDS COMMISSION

(RO §. McCANTHY, troitenent Gororase
ORAY DAVIS, Connroler
JEBLE Q. HUPE, Duecior of Fmrence

EXECUTIVE OFHICE
1007 - 1210 Stered

Esotunve Oticor

File Ref.: W 40520

October 1987

Toa Gregory
P.Q. box 823
Loyalton, CA 96118

Deat Mr, Grogoty:

Res

A3 betote, the zesponse

to Your lLetter Dates?
Froject

Re: October 6, 1987 « Hegative Duaclaration -

lec

included herewith corresond to the nurbered

patagrepha of your letier,

1.

1 would like ¢o know vhere you decived at ®....the environmental feview
practice tnat ®asswans® (erphesis added) that prospect ing-exploration docs
not involve significant environmental impacts..,.*

We *asmme’ nothing, ‘e detemination ot what, i€ any, docusent is
appropeiate for & given project is gerives Lroa the physical activities
involved. Prospecting permits involving merely geologic mapping and/or
tock chip sazplirg by o geoloalst on foot has been excroted. Projects
which involve deiiling, toad constructlon, etc, vequires the prepacration
of an “Initial Study® to detezaine whother a Hagative Declaration or an
EIR {3 epprepriate.

The Hecla project wan processed in this manner, Based upon the Inftial
Study, it is our posii.ion that a Megative Declaration is the appropriate
docurent,

We concur that *IF* £indings can ba pade that aining would be in conflict
with the ptescribed land uses the alner could assume the tisk of not

having a viable project. However, it i5 our Lzljet that such Lindirg
5?:»?3 be made by the govemmnza! agency which has the primary
tesponsibllity of making such determination;- which in this case §s the
Sferza Quunty Planning Comaissicn.

He have no °....blind blanket acceptance of prospecting....®. It is our

contention that, fsox past experience, consideration of the alning aciact
dutlrg the evaluation ot prospecting petrit process s highly speeculatjve;
thetefore, tvquices no futther giscussion (Cal. Adn. Code Section 15145).

-

.

LT

Sacramente Criforme 59214
CLAIRA T DEDRICK
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ande that mining vould be in conflict vith the prescribed
land uses, then the ainer covld assuns the sisk of nog

heaving o viable project ot the onset of exploratisn and the

significance of poteatis) fopacts and conflicts zowld be
L]

disclosed fron the veary beginning.

1 recognize éé.t this split-reviev procese 406 evolved
fros a lav over 100 yeess old. Bul simce the twltag $o tho
ceee of the Californis Coastal Connieaten v, Crantite Rock
Coapany more stringeat cnvironmental ter;n are mandeted.
One of thooe teras 18 te rid ourselres of this 31lind-dlaakat
occeptonce of prospecting, aspecially for vithdrewva sseus,
conservetion cysten unfts, aplit estoteo, ailitery Janés and
uther special areaw,

Ko doubt, befora ainers can propose a developacat thoy
oust obtein soue ideg of vhere the gold-ninersl o, sud
therefore separating the proospecting from the actuel mining
is the only feasible way to go. But &7 & preliafnary
analysis for s particuler srec of land lndicates thot thero
are obvious najtor conflicty no asttar whero the sctwol
operation would occur, then couldn’t prospecting and niaing
bde treoted as one? Thke sooner the Stote Laads Coaamission
and other responsidle sgencies begin consfdorimg this
poesibility and oxcrcioing this descretion the sooper ve
vill nove from the veatiges of o disposs] land practice >
an ecological snd environmental Quslity Yend practice.

SPECIFIC

Seehd was e

6‘
1.

The tact that there ® wy® be land us? conflicts vous nut nccessdtily mean
that this particular project should pe evaluated differently from other,
sinjlar projucts, Th: fact remafns,” this project involves the deilling ot
i3 holes. As mentj~nad above, the mining azpect is very speculative.

°1F* the land use tegulatory agency of the patticular area whete the
project I8 located, clearly objected to the project as being inconsistent
with the acopted plans and land uses, it woyld clearly indicatz to the
applicant that if local permits.were tequiced, it may be very difticult to
otrain. In thi.u patticulac case, no such cbiections wete raised,

se concus that mining would cause & significant frpact on the envitcnment
requicing the preparation of an EIR. '

Based upon cocments roceived froo the Sleree County Planning Depattment,
this proposed project is not inconsiatent with the adopted plans «nd land
uses., .

Comaent Hoted,

We concur that *mining wiil fragaent the habjeat®s thus causing @
significant ixpact on the cnvizunment requiring the prepazation of an EIN.

SPECIFIC OCIUBER 8 COMMENTS

1.

envizonzent,

2.

We do not deny that mining would have a sfgnificant frpact on the
<

‘
1f atneral prospecting is inconsistent with tho 2dopted plans and iend
uses of the arez, how i3 it that thete 18 ®pernitted® prospecting
activitics currently taking placs on adjrcent lands? We fall to sxe yout
*fais acguaent® as to the cunflicts wive the adopted genecel plan.

Me State Lands Comission does not quote your cosments G Suppott an

argument that the Comisslon sees alning a3 an Ajticultural use. Yout
cocment was quoted to indicate that it {8 equally Aifficuit for you to
conclude that ninirg vas not an allowable use.

The bulk of your origiral 14 pages of comxe:t were written on the basis of
assessing a *full® nining operation. This patticular project is & amineral
praspecting pemit invelving the drilling cf 1) holes. As mentioncd
abova, the mining aspect is very speculative therefore, wo believe that a
Hegative Declaration {s tha appropriate document fog tha case at hand.

Thank you very euch for your comments.

Ted T, Pukushima
Djdiston of Research and Planning




=

2 5
JEsina

o w

i e M

i |00 ¢

@ |

- < w

[11]
g i
, R
- 9 2334 i, <
¢ 23wy g &
® . ﬂ.
£n 5ptacad Aew gspuelsy ICIFQUY [EINIUFINOI 03 fydewiSoalngg PIALINII 1P SOFI33x3 03 PILFO} .".m_ mw i
t S0y 0089 pUS YSI4 jO =t
usys o satd . 5
pusgsy 3 t1d3ougad (eauawnpung 3o vojlwagidde syl swoe3a0dag o, eTLI0Ps{ey suYLIION IVNIL IFIQNS 24T 2apup [} H .
tivandoraasp Jupiavsde pus 41a0318 vogivindod Aupissagadae : a3dviIoLA ININL e
: A ININLIJCQ ASA¥L J1TANd  °g
e, pUINNON JO 3N 3y3 Sw axpi-olvfadpydae Ly3uvujuopsid *QITIPIIA pUL 23R 20) OF suoz 3903
: o4 #3103paw2e3ul -
Sutuodaq s adodspusy FouiupIuod 8, Lepol eyl ¥dAlY aqg *ouokX Yy K§ ®) 3d0fo1d ojyy Jo yonly -°Vuguer Ied
J03
*posapysuod 21 ’ J ) )
[} 113 d1e uagtvivasdv. g JwIpqeoy BIPFRSUISIUL AT YITA FU2IETBNOIVE 3G pincA Supuiy
Jo 21323)2 ayy uvays 14Jnoyr &n q
N " yn 348noy1 snhogs3e uaagl ¥q 03 Iydno " 89afd feuocilas pue sunid [oasual O[qIIFIdds pur 33370sd
s133332 2 1 yone ), . . .
] (ddsgs 4 . o18a83ns (9R61 *J0 *39 Lofoaog pasodoad sy cca:».ua cajausiefsuolus Auv USAISEp fLeys
12861 230% IPSsL NIW1D puw [loqdew) sas) O
. [13qcdew) ) o3uappas tedyaydes, B12 241, 3943 (Q) SZUSL ©OF1325 FILFLIPENY vDAD U pIrels 8¢ ¢
19430 pue SEyL  *(BLEI°T® °39 3asely) (essadsip Ifoyy 10} by .haqan s8N puwy s,ueld [e12uan o4y jo 313ed 0 3 s :
. . . ugury ef :
egonven fInus undn wspysdop Lye810¢ viny uy aq £ua giga10} ) uuof.ox cgpiwpuosg aon puey (i) tuvgin (9) '
9 2a3unyjuy -
33032d033 Ul yopys *pFuny (pIIVEI0ESE-3001) (92IHII6OLE wodn Taawst (4) tedusnyjuyl 233ey (3) tuoy
d 8 uoysesrdry (g)
awopuadap Lgo2 .
[ p Agosp3us oae syuerd Jaydpy 3soy (yo5t staz2el ) ttesnagasgsly (D) fisoi0g dorvypsusesn] (g) tiezioy fwisulg
suogpisndod jeuncu (008 303 poagnbas Lagsegasug jo sweilap (V) 939 syoj3IPIF 3SSALD 280 pue] O, w0y I_ .
[ [CEETT LI 1
pus S2x1s IVIFquUY wWNujuEW 33 Vo pusddp few sIvsi0yg 3123f0 a. ’
. *+323f034 ey3 Jo3 Suop 5q ISR
a3¥0N05 SIST L . . 4
§ SI1S7¥04 O :ou.m<.r._m=u<x.n AVLIOVE 40 323433 D 2I3 U0 30 25uvIFIRuSESUT 3O [PAS] T O3 WOFIeFFIF svagnbas .
oOO ﬂ .& L] . & . -
. ¢ Pgrd 659 ‘9ve “: ¥ 19 69 1Lvy-9%Y . 104132 gorya 3avdwi Juoagygulps @ 3P[0l pue voFITIAI(e N
. . Y - i .
1O PC ‘19D €€ YeILnB C 31RO ucn..:n:m a X39g205 uQgnpRy ¥ Yons ssapyswod y)3) cLijenuaod Gyl 3o eyvod puv sueyd ‘
(] hd -
{OUOFI0N ,°25n33 ayy Aqg 9231223034 nion ey3 3229wy Sppqnd " 1OINARNOSITALY vo.rovo YI3A IIFTJUOD SO (1A SP OOIW BQI jO
3T ITA U2 2
SUO2 20 19} 00 a3ss3id oy pus, *[wopIFIPI] sosn puog psuvepd 20 Jususisd sy3 3O WOPI2LIIE togivejoqns
Isnag S1IqQnd aY3 vo Idafasd o yYINe JO 3ILIFI IR IIPPISUOd ® Uy I{NEIX ([JA 810J018Y43 Pun mﬁ:qout.ao. puo sguol
. 11 sguo
ay 233eniy so Aanp @ # N . t '
P SIT DUTW ] 383¢ J6AG 933 ,°DIINCEDI P PUAL WIF WEYIEA A0U SBOYICIFFFOCOLI IEN Pue] OIF SIYIfA ~
DIEIPLIIA pPUD YSTJ JO INIBIIUGY W, vIpnIIN] £1883IXH YIgYA Sejuju spniowl 310w ssop ueyy [9lacay’ . m- noj .
o Rl ELTERY TTY
1913139uaq 393103d sayting oF paljrqo vy 0534 *SJ¥LAIIN puwg sedoxd v aq 03 paseyicwod 1 pavcgIvem Jujesn st yepy
. o usgpsond 21
3 tpiund sy :uzuo Susvia sgy) @02} I8IInIu} 1942u09 ay3 up d3aygnon *uerg (osousd L1uno) 23315 IYI nItA
Ifgqnd ans,, ut 235(PpLIn 1333c3d 01 Supgrej £q woga3gpsrany 19218Y9U0IUY 9n pucy w st Jugury  twsPleIFPrIel)
‘Y

o e s RN -
S % S g T - e s
M S<PTRE .C,a,m. R3PS oN wuﬁg W mJ‘w«‘,
IR LR Fe SRR TN
Loy e Tt gt O

P
Y Ve s

7.
¢ Ny vy
[PPSR AANC Y T A
e - - . - N - . RN . - .
T B a5 KNNYL TR PO B PR A 7 RS S 3 SO P A XA e ST A 1 R 0y S A e oA S0 A E A B NI SRS R S Y Tt TR T 0 T



9 sdoy
ﬂa..?@”dolo ‘leﬂénfo.oo@@ 22 PO 4%
laa_wwuequiovarb.m saﬁuﬁ Jvoowo.mo..Awn¢MAw o avxqunmw
4208219 woy )

G Bng o2

‘L13138U3s

‘vh3D £q paignbas av £33313123d0 3o yaaag
teaho ue 3¢ 2103Ec0d Su PIsSIIPPY 30u TEY uOYISTUNO] LTTY
“PElvaul ®§ uord [viruany 9,43un0) Y eyl Sugivsisuomap

uoplewsojes papsacid 24,1 *2f YI1FA ®I351jN03 322f024 sy
SISTXI UN[4 19I2UID BYI BW IERY 2DUIPIAS udajl A, ‘saw
Juuo? pue Jujuuely ¥SINIS By GIsA £1dwo3 o3 aixaigey oIy
O3 30p BILEAUY 3T UEL4 AYI ITYY INO PIIUTod 2a,] DicwIdyIARg
‘usts yo22ud) ¢, f3uncy oyl U vo«_aoman 838a puw] paussld
PuY Juasd3d IY3I Jo UCTIBINIFO TEFILNISQAT O3 SBP IWILICAJaud
32 vo 3133352 0IEFLulys # damy Ivw 330f0sd ayy 3eqd
JuIPFA2 [OFIUNIRQNE BIPRTIUE USEECIWEO) IYI O u-uuwnaa-
3822802 Jo 89388 9 towidpsu fw o ying YL °¢
{250 1813103338y U e SeRKin ~Bras mo«aaunnou spue] 23915
a3 1083 3wInIalic £ j3o0dan o3 ..u-w 1e3n3ga3713v Buyprviay
Ot 23ed uo2) s2vowwos Ao o300d woJosyNx0) 2y wIoQ

. i{uogego3y

o541 83pgnl Jey3 5281335 JER)IF)jas 2239 ef PERYY BLTH

U§ 323y cweyd [e12wal 243 o wean pawus(d aql 219310 pun
HITA 83351 3u0d 3T 3943 w§ 1dwduj 1uedgstulze Jo gesrunzod
-343 or e 130} PuIed2d pue JuIwIRTiu Sfop @ apom saey

38 vays Lqregdadsa —.-qom-:cnuu. tudag 25343 L3931e9 3nw

¢ aluy

8209 S35tqsinduodvon 3o 431119 519dmod apagauos oy N353 1p
o8 3% o4y Bujpuzz o ayam oy Adusle peat 242 104

‘uoylomiojug o3yl uodas vapuadap

os0 a3redug JAtI(aund 3o spolyoxe oYy caug £g paasgadas

£9 13V HOLLVHYIONY dHY ORINIM 30VINnS 43 p31escdancag

2 U89y veyd [9I3uag SyI 1eyY Jujod ayy Suspiudas
d18333ud qdwadesnd puosas ayy 9a10r8y esuodeas syyy oz

“teyuap

I0U aasogI8Fp $313n%22 vd3) Inq IFFT UG spyy ERTE RS

©1 suop ag ucd Iy Juyyjiue cq jou Lun 23248 *my g

1943 pRIEITPUS TawH JYOAY 213 Jo 3icd 3 e joy1 s1dunopuai

Iua2efpe #yz Ing JUDAY 243 H3TA 2u3IsgIH0d8T a5 3133f01d ayy
VYD poIIJPUT Inu 9awy $37IeaSe JuanITeuss »31n0990 ayg

*158dst Juedssrulie ¢ aq Lraxsg

PInoA Buge s 1oyl Eo3IvIm 1339 3InQ Fujsanddo ] voyleiordxa
Suguio 1843 2327500933 wegd d¥IAY 243 <ag g

SISNO4SAY ¥IR0120 0L D141D14S

‘A2t vhao £q pacypap wo 13edag uedrsrulys o s

eIeofuo Jo ©o323ds fus jo sivjuny 30 ‘gagdrada jo Liyssoayp

Y3 ©} 20wen) *(y961 .uwn LA CELEL AT PRT Y ML) wyvgsd

$0¥3I28FIXe 23c228 a4y jo sencd uu-nuundrmu ®F puo §35012a5p
193330105q 03 3vaiyy snogson 3san 391 st vofioiuawiioy;

181198  *3jvIgqey sy useles; -«r 3ugusgy
‘GogiesuaNtngy

1033904 jo #id>udey 213 LR ST FRET) 30} (noy e yiga

LEMDAR PAGE

2

LS
et e

. - - - - - N o - . e - . - - <

o, VYT VR SRR eI b ) 2OSRS NI SR N 2 . T, ~ P Dt T AT DT TS MILLEU o WARTE F 3 ARl S TATE TN A% Srn € DS A TR o ot o 3 BESPU a1 A T N AR TR SEE AN G3T T £ % e PEA R AL TN w3 a® ot ATy B
A Y FIE SN X, TR T e g R T CCR LT DUV PPPRNTY LIS = KD iR v AN I AL S AT Can s T AT AR DS 5 BT S A W T TN

R L L I AR TR v . .




STATES GAIN CGREATER

By Eriec T.

o Masch 24, 1987, e United States Supraere Court
handed down on faderal lends ruling in whe
case of the Cz2lifurmnia Cosstal Coamigsion v. Granite
Reoek y. 3he ruling upheld the poser of the
Califorrda Cosstal Commissicn to require a private
mining wxgany, beforz it bogun operations on  federa)
lands, to abtain & permit £ron the Qoastal Commissan.
A to tha new ruling, the Comissicon has the
::a&r o grant o permit__supj Tudconable
envircirental protection tesms,  ancluding that

are different Or PEGe  restrictive ¢han whoze
by t.he feceral agency in charge of the larde irvslved
(in this casa, the Forast Szviee). By upholding, the
power of the Coaszal Comaission to require the private
ziner to obtain & parmit, the new ruling giws =0
state and local goverrments £CrosS the cowniry 8 mch
creiter role in the zansjarent of federal lards.

For errrizrtrgentalists, the nes ruling reprezents a
potentisly major victery. Now, envizgoentalists
dissazisfied with tha ewvirawrental prozection
apzzoaches of the federal lend marwgarant agencies ¢an
take theiy Gase %0 the state end local goverrsent
level in the bhopes of parsusding these goverrmental
wiits to inpce on private miners more  stringent

emvirgmentsl termg,  Moteover, the new ruling will
lmly“‘"app'Iy beyoid the cmntext of mmngmd will
gsve states and lccal Sovertments a  role in  private
o3l and gas purping, timber harvesting, and gra2ing ean
{ederal lands.,

L]

In this case, Granite Rock, & limestone mining
eorpany, claamed it was  jgmmne frou California law
since it waz operating on fedaral lards. After
cbtaining approval of its mining plan fram the Forest
Sezvice, Cranite Rock began mining without seeking a
permit from  the Coastal Comission. The controversy
ward up in the federnl distract oourt in narthemn
California, wnere the .judge agreed with the Cuastal
Canmission. On  appezl, however, the Ninth Circuit
Cau'.ofhppealsin&nm»cisaarwemed The Nunth
Circuit agreed that Califormia-ppd the nght to
zm&ge:ulaums cn the prava bm-. it
cald ner, oIt erlided, usem __process
tc enforce these regulations. By TORUTING & paindt,
(‘A':.forma wplicatly asserted thd oower to dedy &
Sequestad permit  and thereby bring the mining
operaticn to A camplete halt. In the coust’s view,
Ca]iforma lacked this power: it oould requlate the

raning, but it could not pronibit the maning and could
not mpose regulatory limits that had the effect of
Frohibiting the mining, Thus. in the view of the
inth Circuit, the state permit reguiramwsc went. too
far, and therefore was preempted by federal laaw.

In a narTow, 5-4, decision the U.S. &:prare Coust
Teversed the Nanth Circwt’s ruling. In an opinien by
Sustice Sandra pay o&:m, the Court ruled that
California could exercize its regulatary powar by
TERLIIN private minars to obtain  fermits. In
amgumente, before the Cows, California dicclaumxd  any
er o deny a pesinut Or otherwise prdadat e
REHLINT, The Cart  acoepte] tuc disclainer  ard
assunad, fer puiToses ol e athoent, Lot tla

RIGHTS TO REGULATE ACTIVITIES

ON FEDERAL LANDS

Freyfolge

California Cosstal Conmission was clbliguted to grant
the riquestes it. The Court also assumd,
although it did not decide, that the Comuisson could
irpose on Cranite Rock wnly *roasonuble® envirooments)
tenzT,

Several acpee:s of this new  ruling are worthy of
attention. Firstly, the Suprems Caur: seawd to agrese
with several low=r courts An  concluding that  states
ard lecal governrents can reqlate..but not  prondbit,
private maning on  federal lands., Tie Court in its
ruling did nc' eplere te muky line betwesn 2
resalation ard a prohidition, so tie 1ssue lingers on
for other mlirqs to dual with, Secrd, the Court
suggested that @ state Gight have no pow to 2pply
ats *land usze regulations® to federal lands, even
though it can  apply its ‘emnvirawental regulstions.®
The Coust did not decide this issur besause, in the
Court’s view, the Califernia gules at iscuie were
clearly eaviromental rules (which were lawful) rather
tan land use regulations (which may Or may not he
lawtul). T™he four disscrting Justiors, hasever,
picked up en this distirction ¢ cricicize the
majority. Two of the Juetices believed that 1
meaningtul distinction could be drawn bebween the :
tyres of regulatiens = thoy corcludul thut bemh  types
of state nules should be unlawful., Two Otlesr Justices
cancluded that meaningful distinction cculd e drawn,
but in their wview the California Chastal Conmission
nules were land use resulatizng, ot emadreamental

ection rules. land use regqulations, these tho

prot:
+ Justices cencludad, were przenpted by federal lew.

. This internal debate suggyests that the Co.ot  may
scon reconsider this issue ard decide wivtler staces
and local govermients do in fact have the pwor to
Impose land  use restrictions on federal lards. If
they do not, states will need 0 exercise care in
fsshioning the rules they inmend <o ex-._md w f{ederal
lands. They will need to be sure that thear rules are
in the form of enviroqrental ,.:mr.f::m:' :&':ﬂ: LATheT
than zoning ordinances or other traditicna) lard use
planning rules,

A final unresolved izew, that. comes  wur of “m
casr is wrathur the same rules as te tle: (iwer of
state ard local gwvestments will epply teo disputes
involving mineral leasing, timder harvestaing, grazing,
ard even recreational activities on feders)! lands.
Cwuld a state, for instance, regulate off-rood veldcle
useonmnlands.nd\emo’p:otr.n,m
envircment? These cther disputes, if and wnen they
arise, will raise somewhat Qifferent issucs and will
Tequire courts to exwrine dufferent statuicry schesres,
Rt it seams lz.kely 2hat the courts will aapr st
least samilar positicns and will presarve for states
ard local govarnments same role ih regulating private
activities in onder o protec:  the  natural
enviromeant.
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P.0. kox 885,
LGYALTOH, Ca,
96138

Auguot 28, 1997

State lands Comnisstor,
1€07 1)th Stswet,
SACRAYETO, Ca,

95014

Attons- Ted T. Fukuahlta,

Sertlerong~ .

fier- File Ref. ¥ 40526
SCH Mo, B705 2507
Hecla tining o,

T OAATAREVRLE PG W T TR oA A By VT FABFIND T o A PR RED S

5osw v
DR 20

OV AWML £8/Z e rea.

AN LOF COLALAMA
ExECutivE OP/iCE

STATE LANDS COMMISSION
1807 - 1240 Stioat

It G Socromente Cobtorme 9881/

GRAY DAVIE, Conweder CLAIRE T DIO\CX
SEISSL 0. HUIF, Dvocter of Fnsnce Eoccutrve Otticor

Pile Ref.: W 40526

October 1, 19087

Lionel and Ruth Brooks
P.0. Box 885
Loyalton, CA 961218

Gentlepersonss .

SUBJECT: Response to Commenta - Hegative Declacation -
Hineral Prospecting Permit - Antelope Valley
Arzea - Hecla Mining Company - SCH. $87052507

VWIS AP £ s RS ST BB D T TREINTY R 4,

e you forthe ilegative Declarstion regerding the atove,
If 1 underetard the situstion correstly pernission hss been given for Hacls to The following reasponses corrtespond to the aunbered
Ars1l 13 holes to detcrnine the ninersl content in the asil, copnents or statements in your lettec dated hugust 28, 1987.

1. Pernissjon has not been given for Hecla Mining
Company to drill I3 holes to determine the mineral
content {n the soil. The envitonmental document
that waz sent for your ceview was to elicit your
comaznts for the State Lands Comaission to
consider, 7The project is scheduled tor Commission
consiazration in October, 1987.

Ky concern §s nct with the drilling of the holes, over though thoy wndoutiedly would
have an effect on the vild 1ife in thel area, but with the prospe:t of Hacls valng
cyanide shbpld ghuuid the drilling of the holes be fn:itfull rezaiding minerala found,

1t ohould be pointed oul that the Sierxrs Erooks Sub Division 1s Jess than a zile and
& half sway froa the Jdrilling project and this Sub Mvision contalis, 105 hoxen at pressnt
with & ful) capucity of Just under 500 hones.

Both of our wells wbich supply our drinking watsr arc mors or less at the tase Should economic minerals be discovered, Hecla pust
of the other side of tho hill where Hecla Intends to aine, then apply for a mineral extraction lease. fPrior to
”1‘ the granting of such a lease, an environmental

There have beerdoccurrences wherein pollution has tccurred an¢ ceatemination of fepact report will be prepared and circulated foc

drinning weter from substances o Jot Jeas potent than eyenlde, The Palrchild incident review. Cyanide use will be evaluated.

11 South San Jose 1t (u2 whereln ths drinking water became contsxinsted fronm astals

which were washied dosn with 1iquid gaxwhich uas slloved to wash into the soil with co"sw:r:n fol:sl?g. ath:ln:f:fie::;npetchatng l; e‘i‘{{"'&?.'.in “ﬁ‘fii

a1 ¢ P h 113 te ¢

Lartyous result Siits vere f1led and I think the settlonents hiave gone into the tillioe invaive the deilling 13 holes; mothing more will be alloued.

Eith this in nind § bellievs *heState Linds Connission,The County of Sterrs,Tin
lugartre.t of Fure-iry all woul. -ting tn BAD FAITH slousd they cllou Hecla to
pruceed with this gpsoject, as, .3 be just a mattor of tins before our drinking
water would bLe contaxinatsd

Thank you very such ifor taking the time to review ond
cosment on the =snvitonmental document, Should you have zny
further comments or questions, please do not hesitate to write

v me at tlhie above address or call me at (916} 322-7813.

1 adia weuld e 1o add thal whilc se, al Sicrta Prooke, are rated as Cenerel Forustr,
wopeying B rales and 1L 15 ay underatarding tlat we w11l Ui rozoned F) very shortly,

-~
5

Sincerely, .

b

iz slf)o piejuet 13 Juet 0o cloce .0 a rosldentin? u10a, and ahiould bv turned down =
0 grounds that 3t would be tov dungerous to tho humen elenrnt,

o« Soo/ -
‘.‘:: KA £ 2l "i‘mw Sinconuly Youri, / TED T. FURUSHIHA

Ve 20 Snvi s Jeasw < oty N7 /724 pivision of Rescurch
' - and Planning
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STATE LANDS COMMISSION ENECUTIVE O174CE
1807 1318 Seeset

SIERAN NEVADA GROUP  szmsrl e
" .
¢ GRNY DAVIS, Controer CLAIME T OEDAIKCK
JEELE N HUEE, Dvacter ol Frnance . Sastuteve Ottt or

SIERRA CLUB

MOTHER LODE CHAPTER
G.B. Tucker ' August 30, 1987

Conpetyation Chair
12225 Buckeyq. Filo Ref.: ¥ L0526

Nevade Csty. €2 scH § 8705 2507
495929
265-632) RE: MHegative Dtcltfatlon;-
Mineral Prospactiag eralt
Jo Antelope Valley of StarTy ctover 1, 1987
County For Hecls Hining
Company; EIR required
#e. G. B, Tucker
Ted T.Fukushims . ‘
STATE LANDS CO:NISSION conservation Chalc
4 12229 Duckeye
1507 13th Sereet Nevada City, CA 95959

Sacrezento, CA
954534 .
916-322-7833 pear Mr. Tucker:

¢his letter contains responses by the statt of tne State

tznds Comaission (SLC) to the specific comments that you

N d Fok subanitted in ycu letter dated August 18, 1987 on the SLC's

car Ted Fukeshios, . proposed Hegative Declaration (ND) tor @ mineral prospecting

permit to the Hecla hining Company 1in siecza wounty. The

The Californis Environsental Quality Act requires en cesporses are numbered and correspond to relevant numbeced

Environacntal Impact Report to be done whea 8 p(gnllscant paragraphs of your letter.
GENERAL

fopoct exists. In the CLQA culdcllnes.~uypen43: 1, under
It appears that you have major coaccchs telative tu the
environmcntsl impacts 28 lead Uso, the question is eskedt adequacy g? the Sie:ia County®s Genesral Plan. since you
believe the plan to be inade vate ou further conclude that
“yill the proposal result ig a substantiol alteration of the othet govetgzenlal agencies qhave' ﬁo pasis tor evaluating
projects within the county, There is, in tact, other

"’f"" G of the intormation that provides sufficient criteria in this cegard;
) specifically, the Antelope Valley Coogdinated Resource Plan.
ject uill nurmolly heve @ rdditionally, we have coordinated with the cCounty Planning
pepactrent and they have not iandicated that the proposed

prasent of planned land use of an oreal"

Gutdelines ctates that 2 pro
he environment 1f it vills "{a)} project is inconsistent with zoniny or land use designations

significant effect on ¢t
inciuded in the Ceneral Plun.

Conflict vith sdopted environuents) plaas sné goals of the

copnunity vhere it 1s located.” SPECIFIC

!

The potential significant lmpact pertoins o 1. whe statt of the SLC has reviewed the Antelope

Yaa.ley Coordinated Regource plan (ANCRPY. 1t is out

ct with the zonls snd opinion thot mineral prospecting 15 not 1n cont tict
with the godls and concerns of that plan. 1In point

concerns of the Antelope Valley Coordinntcd kKesousce Flan
-

Dvd H7GNITYS

prospecting ond sining being 3n confld

39Vd AUNNIW

PO. Box 1042 ¢ Navada Gity, Californie 85959

2

st ooty

68391

AL o
a




B T e LUPLT AT AN

L PO e ST T B B BRSO AT P S SNSRI T R ISGSEE e ATE M AT S DAL w B VIS SRS D % S AR RAE S WY VAR T A0V SATAS L s VTN S TR TR Tele STt AL, e 0 T T T TR € RSN S ST LRI IT 0 1k W LD LA FT S W AT ar RO R 15T W ST 4 w2 MAL KB S
AT W LF BN NI Y - ~ o - 3 o
_ e A d 2 3

i W ek 3 SN bl LN , % B g T S s s % -
D) P o T NP S PR e R

J NS S LAY, & NP Vo i ,2'%"’““ Chpe Byl Lol
& TR LOL Pl P
o 1 E AN O
e S fade et @0 L0,

5 PN MNP LE ATl VPR - OO
o e ged ke o ST Y

CrRS

#i, C, D. TUCKER OCTOBER 1, 1987

; N . 4 of 2act, the plan states that “There {s actaive
(see sttachaent) Findings need to be =made _as to the Sxplotation work by & aining company fn Antelope

h 1] 4 wildls valley®. In addition, the resource management
conpatability of mining with the conservation and v fe Soencies who wece patt of AVCRP have not g
gosls of the Antelope Valley Coordinoted Resource Plan. The :3(:“‘; that this project 1s inconsastent with the

6 cE £
Nepstive Lecloratidn does not cogply with CEQA lov, an EIR You state on page 10 of ycus letter that: ,

is required. “Untortunately, the land use element's agricultural
designation provides no stondaras foz determining
Prospecting & wining ere inconsistent vith tha exist?ng what® uses, {f any, ace allowable in agricultural
»
Sicrra County Genercl Plaa which ddentifies the lond use aceas;
3 v ] 1 As such, we find ft difficult to conclude that the
appropriate for the Antelope alley as agriculturel, p:oposed teaporaty mineral prospecting activity 1s
either incospatable or compatable with the preuent
intermediate forest and open space. Prospecting zad nining designation of land use as indicated in the County's
are unsustable uses as indicoted in the County's c.euerai General Plan,
Plan You state that: “The Lands Comnission has no
* criteria upon which to evaluate the project's impact
5 o on land uses within the County because the Sierce
Furthernore the Sierrs County Ceneral Plan has wot County Genecal Plan 4o deastically ouv of compliance
. » with State law®, We do not beliere it is Lthe
incorporated THE SUKFACE MINING AKD RECLAHATION ACT. position of responsibility of the SLC to detetmine
. . whether the Genecal Plan is or is not in cempliance
There 45 no section in the General Plon thot doals with with applicable liv.

mincrols. Public Resources Code Section 2763 requires the ' in  the absence of i{nformation or a legal
General Plon to incorporate policies and measusres to protect gﬁ:e;“;::i:iz‘;u;:y tc?neg:?t:;:{\' x:ea:;rs:pralsai?io‘a::
nineso) sites from incompatible developaent. It requires ;:O;J:éf.ance ot:: m:o:tndv‘lnr&n;ennulﬂfzou::énq ‘ztsoz?é:
general plans to incorporate the ainersl clossification end :;?:geﬂﬁ:ﬁu;g;"?&'zr:h?:":::;' ‘ha‘;“:oto‘ln;?:athcvdcnfa
designatiun tnforaation prepured by the Stote Geologist and 3§e;h:itthtl':\izth'e”:zg;:c:sv!t:';:l‘;rl‘::".s“nt vien the land

approved by the Stote Ubonrd, 1n particuler, the aineral The HD indicates that the explotatory activity will
clussification maps #ad any maps of the bLoundaries of Z:Zec:ur:’:y:y minor fmpact on the use of roads within

designated mincrol ercov. The text of the plan shouid also The ND makes an independent determination that the
. ' cxploratory activity will have a vecry ainot impact
sunnarize the State Geologist's reports., It slso ztates on the uce of roads within the county.

"

that the General Plan should fnclude doto ond anelysia,

el

policy, and fmaplencntstion mnessures to protect ninernl

TLeSOYices.

e
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HR. G. B. TUCKER octostit 3, 1987

Theae requitaments achieve the goals of protectisg
see fixst halt ot gesponse B3, o audition, the Hb

pineral lands of statevide or of regionsl significonce fsom indicates that the explotatory activity sotld ve of
veey short tetm and will have minog temporacy

pteclusive and fnconpstible 1and uses; sand to assure thet izpacts on the open space valucs.
-eqtul elfccts ord "cv.“lt" See fizst hali of response $3. In addition, the ND
jndicates that the ezploratory activity would be ot

g L) "'.. -
The Ladilc Coanission has no criteria upos whizh te vecy shart tecm pd uill not have 2 wsignifacant®
effect on the noise levels.

adverse environ

evaluate the ptojtct‘n japsct ob land upes vithin tho County

" As statea in the AVCRP, there 18 cutrently active
becsuse the Sierrs Cousty Ceneral Plen te drasticelly out of wineral explocation York  in this  vicimity.
. purthegpore, the project pefore the Commission 1S
explocation, not developaent. any proposal tor
subsequent developrent will be sugjeciid to 2
scpacate enviconsental analysis, gpecitically an EIR
A. THE CIRCULATION ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL BPila the SLC be the CEOA Lead Agency-

PLAN DUES NOT €oNHpPLY WITH THE REQUIREHENTS

of COVERWNEKT CODE SECTI0K 63302 32 He canpot concur with yout gi.atement . As evidenced
Governncnt code saction 65302(b) provides that 8 geaeral :zinghe“::"‘:‘ihﬁ:"t:‘:l p:;;’:g:‘"“::’c"m:':’;:‘ ::’::::;:{
conclude that prospecting tor minugals is contraty
to the intention of the open space eleacnt.
additionally, conpnents geceived Lrom the Count?
glanning pepasgtment on this p:oposcd project do not
indlcate such an {nconsistency’

compliance vith State lav,

plan must 1oclude a citculakion elesent “consisting of the
generel location and extent of existiag 0ad groposad msjor

thoroughfares, tronsportation foutes,oces ali correlated
10. Sce first half of response B3.

vith the land use clasent of the pian”. The Sierra County
This "projact” is a prospectiny pemit »ofiLY*. Shoulu an
existing and proposed econoplc mincsal vesource be Glscovered, the opplicant must
N subait an acditional proposal. As stoted previously, the
{dors but docs not mmalyze OF correlste processing of such 3 proposal will requice, in ouc opinion, the
perepacation of an environmental impact report.

circulation elenent describus

tianspodtation cory

those tronzportaticn zorridors virht the land usc elenant.
Sincerely,

Accordingly. County‘s circulation elenent 38 inndequote dn

that At fails to conply with the mandetory requirenents of

fon v, County of TED T. PUKUSHINA
pivision of Rescarch

138 Cal. App. ad 664, 7003 Concerned and planning

state lav. Yuvain Harte Honeowners Aasccist

Tuolumne, SuUnFa,
Citizens of Celaveras County v. Board of Superyisoss, Supfd,

]
v

166 Cal. App. 3d 90.

YYANI TS

V/d
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lo Junpn llnete, the court noted thuot he county
circuintion element 414 not expressly shov eny relstionship
petweesn the county's tsonsportoion tocilities and the land
use cleaent of the genersl pisn, did not discuss changes §8
rond usc which may repult fros lond use designations of the
genesal plan, ond‘dld not onelyze projected demographic
changes, papulali§5 centers, or user habits. Accordingly,
the court held that the :lrcuiati;; elencnt was Snadequate
as o motter of law,

$3zilarly, I8 Concerncd Citizens, supra, the coutt
held rhat Governueat Code section 65302(b) “requires that
the circulation elenent of & general pian, tncluding 308’
wa jor thotouphfares, be closcly, u,sté-ctlcnlly. and

recipeocally related to the lend use clement of the plan.”

an:erned Citizens, supra, 8t page 100, Specifically. this
requires the county to "discuss and set forth tgtendarn's’
and ‘propospls’ rospecting any chenge in denands on the
various ruadways of transportation facilities cf ® county e
s tesult of changes tn uses of lond conteaplated by the

plan”. Guncerned Cltizens, supra, st poge 100.

Respondent's circulation element stterly foils to
correlatu that clemunt at all vith the land use elemcnt .
Accardangly, the circulotion clement fails to meet the
mandatory requirencnts of statc leave

fhe snodequscy of County's circulotion cicment i3

directly relevant to this proccedlng i{n that the ptopoaed

;

Page &

oW YYONIIVS

Vg Cps TP e A ST uadein D Ao PR ilM\h“n-,u.;wh. comnt

A% 7 2 S

vgospecl&nu vill have 8n fnpsct on the une of roads within
‘4 the county. Hoveover, the nev tralfic moy create potenttel
craffic control probleus end increase significently the

noise and congestion along the voutes taken by these

vzhicles.

s

Fron the gencral plen circulation elewent, there §6 no
criterio from which to deteraine whether this sdditional
eraffic 13 consistent with the land usc potterns

coatemplated by the general plan or to detarmine whether the

aoise created by this crufiic unnecessarily will impingn
upon residential uscs established pursuant t0 the land use
elenent, Becosuse the Boord hes no criteria upon which to
ev;luntc the 9rojcct‘s impact on land uses within :hﬁ
County, it vill abuse it discretion by approving the

project. .

S

8. THE OPEN SPACE ELEMENT OF THE GEAERAL
PLAN DOLS ROT conpPLY WITH THE PEQUIRENERTS
OF GOVERRIUNT CODE SECTIOK 65302(e)

Unfortunotely, the open-space clenent provides
insufficient criteria to govern the disposition of
open-space tung vithin the county.

Government Code section 65563 cequires thet 8 coenty
prepare and adopt an “opcn-space plan for the conprehensive
and long-ronge presnrvatlon and conservdtion of open-space
jund within its jurssdlctxon”. The plan oust include en

*aclion progranm consiating of specific progrens which the

lage 5
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The Enmlcqunedces of the noisc cluacut of the general
plan wre pnrtlculntly disturbing acv they relate to this case
in thut the project is bnscd on nouise generating equipnent

and potentially 8 noise gencreating facility.

g

7

In light of these considcrations it 33 taperative that

s project such as thie be approved only in conforsity with o

general plun ublch contafns an adequate noisc element and

which provides & “guide for establishing patterns of lond
usc so us to minimize the noise fmpacts of any proposed
project on she cosmunity as @ vhole. Since no sdequste
noisc element ex$sts, this project cearot be approveﬂ.In

Sierva County at this time.

v,  THL SAFETY ELENENT OF TUE GEHERAL PLAN
PULS HUT CONPLY V1T THE REQUIRENERTS
OF GUVERNHENT CODE SECTION 653062(s)

The safety siement of the Sterra County Generul Plun is
conpriscd of tvo sections. There is 8 wSafety tlement” and
a "“Seismic Safety Element." These sections are tmplicated
fn this proceeding becsuse the Sierra Yelley has 3 hiatory
af eorthquoke activity (G.P., Seisaic safety Element) and
decaunc the project i3 proposed for an arca of extreac fire
haznsd. Putsuant to the Covernment Code, County's safcty
element must oddress problens associnted vith the vildfare
and varthquake hazords by mepping known hozards, addressing
requitenents tor cvacuation routes, peak lood woter

supplics, aininum road vidths ond clcarances sround

Pupe B

grenem———

structusts (Gev't. Code section wo02(g)). This
snformntiuvn nust be contolned vithin the spfety clement of
the gencral plon. Gov't. Code scction 65302(g)

1n this cese tie county's safety element does not
sstisfy any of these rsquirementa. Thus, it provides no
base ISﬂe_data cud no guldence for determining whether any
proposed project mects reasonable fire and oeisnic safety
stondards. This omission is pnrtlculatiy serious in zhs%
cose. The “estreae fire hazord™ rating for the property
{nvolved here is the highest of three ratings. The
Comnission’s decision to approve development in this {ire
hazard ored, vhich serves to sggravete the fire thraat, is

snconsistent vith the admonition in the safety clement:
T

"reducing the dansge coused by natural hozards can
lorgely be 8 function of land use planning through the
faplencntation of policies and standards f{o7 nev
developnents and new construction. Designated
dangerous and othervise unsuitable areds should gsemain
undeveioped, ond public or private fnvestoent in those
areas should not be supported”

E. THE Lanp USE FLEIERT OF THE
GEHERAL PLAN DOLS HOT CONPLY
VITH TIE REQUIRLHERTS u¥
GUYERKIIENT CUDPE SECTION 65302(8) .

Covernnent Code section 65302 provides thst the genersl
must contain 2 lond use elemcnt which:

v, .designotes the proposed geancral distribution ond
general location and sxtent of the uses of l1and for
housing, businesS, industTy,. open-space, including
agriculture, natursl resourcesS. recreation, and

cn joyment of scenfic besuty. educattion, public
buildings ond grouads, solid and 1iquid vaste disnposal
foctiitiee, and other eategorics of public and private
uses of 3und. The jand use clement shall fnclude o
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reaadentia) buiddtng Intensity tn unite per ecre but did por
sperify senidential population denaltics, Keapondent argucd
that since §t had specificd buflding intensfey 15
festdent1s) areas, ft ellcc(tvcly controllcd population
densities in those areas und that for that tearun the
genernl planqhould be found to be valid. The coure
re)rcted thia argument, reosoning that vhes the legiealature
thacted Government Cede ssction 65302(a), it aust haye
intended the terms "population density” gnd "buslding
intensity" to meon different things, Accordiagly, the court
concludud thot because the Tuoclumne County gencral plan did
not .set forth stendardsg for deternining the allovable
population density within the specified orenx, it {afled to
couply. with roquirencnts of Covernament Code section
65302{a}. If the Tuolumne County genaral plan was legally
Insulficicnt because it Iafled to spccily rosfdential
porulation densitics S€parately from resfdentfsl tuilding
!n!easllyﬂ then %2 fortiori", the lond use element of
Keapundent’s General Plan, which specifies noetther
populatiaon densities nor bullding intcnatty for agriculeural
Greas, must be deemeod de(!clent. Horeover, i¢ 12 o
deficiency which deprives the Conmission of any criteria
fron vhich to deteraine whetlher the Proposcd drillinpg and
nining 415 an scceptakle land usc for an asgricultars) eren,
To the exteat that County's tgpg use clemcnt provides

any puidedines for the use of opricultural land, ¢ zuppesty

Page 12
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that pros) .cing und minsng pre not 4 eptab ad uses fes

8n neca destgnoted aprfcyltuse by the genesal plan,
Speciticnlly agricultuenl lunds are fucluded vithin open
&pace under the open-npace elcoent of the gecnern) plan
(General Plen, Open Space Llement). wien respect to
sgricultural open &pace land, the gensral plan providewn:

"The ogsiculturpl lands contribute to the wealth of

Slersa Couaty thyough agricultural proctices und as

wildifife vintering and sunmering grounds,

Agricultural potential ghould be developed to encourage

the growvth of the industry ond to reintsin and conserve

the wild24fs hadfeat.®
Prospecting and nining on lands clossified as agricultural
by the gencral plan appesrs to de contrary to the intention
of this provision of the open-~spsce elements {n that land
vill potentially bt repoved from the Bgricultural poo! ond
wildlffe hadvitat vill be destroyed
2. FOREST

The tisbecland production zone (TPZ) on the property {s
not consistent with the graerasl plan's agricultural
denlgnntinn. nor vith the gosl of the open-apace eleacnt to
meintein apricultyral land a3 open space In order to
encourage that activity aad to prescrve habiese,

The lanrd ueo elenent®s genersl forest (Gencrat Plon)
and in!e;-:dllte forest (Cencral Plan) cateporics do not
fulfill th: wandotory requircments of Covernment Codc
acction 45302 (u): These oreas are not aspped ot gll,

Horcovesr, the discussion providey no standards for

Puge 13
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ﬁﬁemorandum

Gordon Snow, Project Coordinator September 10,
Resources Agency

Ted T. Fukushima

State Lands Commission
7807 13th Street .
Sacramento, CA 95814

Bspmtwwont of Fsh end Gomo

Proposed Negative leclaration for Hecla Mining Company's
Request for a Mineral Prospecting Permit in Antelope Valley,
Sierra County (SCx 87052507).

The Department of Fish and Game (Department) has reviewed the
subject proiect. The project is a proposal to drill 13
exploratory holes for-precious metals and other valuable
minerals on Department owned lands in Antelope Valley. The
exploratory holes which are drilled from a track mounted rig
are four inches in diameter and drilled to a depth of 200

feet.

The Department concurs with the findings for a Negative
Daclaration provided the proposed mitigation measures are
made a condition of approval.

If the Department can ce of further assistance, please contact
James D. Messegsmith, Regional Manager, Region 2, 1701 Nimbus
Road, Suite A, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, telephone (916) 355~0922.

Pete Bontadelll
Acting Director
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LETTER RESPONSES
SIERRA COUNTY

10 ottt o $Yesesn, aor § Hhdbuaeg, Irngustemn
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July 1, 188

state of Californie Cee el f ation Teanues puder 1,7 At N

Lands Comnission

745 Mest Broadwey, Sulte 425 Wecta Nindun Cozpany 16 reatelsted o naly thare panbaitter dezoattad o v e

tong Beach, {A 90862 mojest decer iption within thia Cropoked lepntive ettt ° cernto
Hecls Hining protuction of wolee, piteration of streasn dade, uoe FIEP RN RIT BN S

{u-40526) empnent., on-uite el etarnge ond canpint 8 it peetited

Attn: HNr. 0. 0. Everitts
A ance Chief !
ssistan i D e mith watton nesgute medee b,

fear He. Everittas 3 wat agpideante. .

fhag sl acknowledge receipt of your June 19, 1987 request for Cumscnis oOn

oo inttial study regarding an application uf Hecla Hinmg Coapany fur 3 nin-

cisl prospecting permit on state Fish and Geme proprietary lands located in y i .

antelope Yalley, Sierra County. Peior to fnitinting expioratory activitien, lecls linln] Conpiny md st
wnd santadn sntdd telenged Yy the ftate, & vl ar adlernate gesus it e Wt

acerplidile 10 the Stats tp the: sxoual of 410,000,

4 e sl Jaat lon mesenre aeler %

farst, you should be adviscd that the sierra County Planning Comaission, on
July 10, 1986, issued @ Special Use Permit to llecla Hining Company to allow i e
r'ee vorzents of the palgrarniin Dopertvent a Figh ool o and fsy e

Jrilling of seven (7} angle reverse circulation holes to & depth of 200 fest
reagiie b Te

1n arder 15 ascertain the ore potent f2] of the castern slopes of Antelope
yalley. 1ins applied only to a forty (40) acre parcel (APH 16-060-013 of
piivete property.

We now understand that Hecla Hining Company s proposing sinilar progrix

on State Fish and Game Lands which consists of thirteen {13) exploratory holcs.
Yuur cequest for coaments is therefore confined to this expluratory progrém
and not further or subsequent developaent of private, State Fish and Ga=e, or
guvernmental tands.

Ihw Board of Supervisors, during its regular meeting of July 7, 1987, consider-
¢d the content of your June 19, 1987 packet and takes the position that mitiga-
tion andfor conditions of any permit granted by your afency conlain the
following:

1. The operator shall conforn to those exploratory aining ectivities
descrived within the submitted Special Usc permit Application. This
includes Ko nest road construction, nolse and dust to be minimized, no
tree remuvzl, no alteration of stream beds, no nechanized dozer equip-
sent, no on-site fuel storage, no camping or on-site occupancy. Any
deviation from the proposed drilling operstion plans shall be subject
to Stalf review.

e Lo

tn completion of the exploratory program, all equipment and refuse
will be removed from the property.

ok 4

ey
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LETTER (Cont.)

#r. 0, J. Everites
July 7, 1997
Paye Two

3. Upon comptction of the 1986 operation, the tempordry access rozd that
wis allowed to be buiii as a coaponent of the 1985 Special Use Permit
ehall have to be bureed at its entry polnt to avoid continual vehicular
use and becoming an eatzenched voadway.

ALY drill pods or eress disturbed by drilling activities shatl be s=ooth-
ed, compscled ard reseeded. lhe reseeding shall occur at 24 appropriste
time of the year {(Nay-Rugust), grlnr to start of the winter seasea, to
insure & high success rate. A1) dridling aress disturbed éuring the 1935
cperation, as well as ihose aot reclained froa the 1985 peratt, shall de
reclaimed by May 15, 1987, The seeding type shall be in accordance uith
the “Erosion and Sediscat Control Gutdelines for Developing Areas of the
Sicreas”.

prior to inlifsltng exploratery sctivities, the applicant shall provids
s performance sccurity ins fora acceptable to the County {n the amount
of $100.00. The $500.00 performance security {rom 1985 will be retained
by the County as well 83 the additional $100.00 until all areas dtsturbed
during the 1985 and 1986 dritiing operations are veclaimed to the satis-
faction of Sierra County. The County shal} retain the posted security
until Septesber 15, 1987 to insure that site stabilizatioa and resceding
pians 2re cozplete.

All proposed uses =¢ this property should be precluded during that pericd
of tine that migratory or verident deer movesent s occurring or key winter-
sumse - deer habitat is being used by deer,

Thank you and we would appreciate your censjderation and aporoval of this
request.

Sincerely,

STERRA COUNTY
PLANNHING DEPARTHENT

AVl

1im W, Bealt
Manning Dis2ctor

THU:yc:2/32

cc: Members, Board of Supervisors
USFS - Steve Bishop (Sierraville)
Planning
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A% Went Dandeay, Sutts 425
o Beach, €A 90002

thear M. Pelka:

r— Ihe Bepaitweat of Fish and Gaae has caviewod the application of Sen it eatfun weanure mler 0,
Hecty Hining Company to deill 13 eaplocatory holes on land
1 Dadend 0 Che Antetope valloy Wildiilfe Hanayuaent Aces near oo wht Latton schinee mades 7,
Lagalton, Sicera County,

A ]
Heela’s explocatary activities have beon obscrved In rucent yeacs
oo their patented tand and acarby US Forust Service ltands,

Hhe application poperty fdeatif ion the aroa as cricfeal dooe
witatet pange tor Lthe Loyalton-Tiuckou deoc herd.

The Depat tment of Fish and Gamo concludos that a mttigated
Hegative Declovation is peoper faor this project. Peon a Eish and
“tldlite viewpoint, the plan to abandon the dey drill holes by

* illeng with Jdrill cuttings s acceptable. If water is
cozoantaesd, the deill hole should be partly €illed with betonite
clay with a soil cap.  The fmpervinus materfal should be mixod in
et lable cantainges to minimize sucface disturbance. The

w1t bpatinn weasuces include all those measures desccibed in the
— Teraited Project besseiption® included kn thelr application.

r- Mditionatly, tie Bepartment will irpnse a time constraint on tho
Arillang antivities, ‘The nofgo and attendant activities will

sult in unnecessary distucbance to wintering deec. Hintecing

»1 sl nat Teave the acea totally until about mid-Hay., Early
ot ntorma, wiually fo nid-Octuboc, mark the return of deor to
therr winter tanges.  Deer archuty suason opens {n aid-August and
Bant 1ag tecteational activities ate qummon on the azea until carly

o taber .

Hue cequested activitiss must take place duclng the time whun
there will be no fapect ko cecceational activities or tho deer
teanutey deponsdent oa the Aatelopo valley WHA.,  The Depactment
therefoco tequicns that the explocatory activity take plazo from
ey 19 theongh Avgust 10 and from octobee 5 until deer wmigeatlon

cucs o deteteined by the Bepattment.  The start up and shut

i daten may vaty depeading on dear aigration and will bo
delatmined by the Departnent.
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RESPONSE

Sterravitle P.0. Box 95
Ranger Slerraville, CA
. District 96126

o

e 2850
R I

M Gugmy i Folie

WAt At Loneatgsion

15 Mest Heandaay, Suite 425
Loy lleadh, (A 90302

bear B, Pell a,

I 1esponse Lo your agency's letter dated June 19, 1987, regarding Hocla
Winiu) Coupany®s proposal and the need for an EIR or HD. It ts my recomoendation
Tt o0 i be used to address this projuct.

vir the past Cow yeors tlecla has performcd similar exploratory dritling on
katiomal Turest Lands and we have seen aininil fepact to other resources, Conren? e,
Ao, they have performed wel) in uceting our requirements for thelr operations. 1 N

faacerely,

g

v/
. “/ . “y-
sesteid A

< Ditraset Kuger
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Nere 54 aosararres - B MISOUDLES ALitaY . CAOCE Otuemlpase,
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DEPARIMEHT OF FORESIRY Fi
car seestes roatt LT < 3 é}\g{\
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e 120 UIln R

w2, 1982

" B, J. Fveritts
o wistant Chiet

runt 3re Doevelopacnt Progroes
Htate Lands Corziution
2% Heat Beoadway, Sulte 425
Lati) Beach, CA SO802

Iear Mr. Everittu,

FILE REFERFROCE- W 40526
SCHe 07052507
. 3 o, “ o 2
e have reviesel the Application tur @ Pruspucting pérnit by Hecla The prorpecting pemit requiten lkeele mn(?. Cgsp.n t? carpl : ;.:l.- _:ni
g Gompiny and helieve 3 Hegative Neclaration would bz app) teakle Iaes and cermlat lung of the Uilted Ciater, @ 1ale o 218 g
Lale for thin phane uf the project. We ofter the a0d uith all applicable rewitresanis of cl®les ond conntier.
0o commants for your consideration as tie project Ay wineral extraction lease Iazued to lecda Mnin: Cwpae 1) secnl-e

coup) dante 2fth ol applicatde Jaus amd e alatlons ot Metted Mlater,
stale of Calltornts ond 131 al) applicatle requiterante of cltiss anl
count ine

A1 ontivities on the wildlands amd cquipaent uséd for
sioratury purpnuer will necd to comply with the state's
1:ie prevention staislerds,

i this ares i3 timberland and the prospecting results in a
dewision to coaduct 3 mining project, a Tisberland
tonversson Parait say be required under the ?orm:' Practice
Aut,

Thank you for tiie opportunity to comment on thilu project. It
sou need lurther Information please contact Douy Hickizer at the
Wove address and phone number,

Sinceyely.

el Dxfﬂ

Kenneth L. Daltino
Leputy Director far
Huenonrce Hanagement

)
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LETTER RESPONSE

GLOBCE DIV 2a% Co.ornp
T

-2 & - «’a l’l"t’-.a
ESULOBRIN IEGIONAL WAILHE QUALIY CONIROL BOARD—
CERTRSE vaptey HEGHON

et g
AL TT T SRS S

S1 oty Lo

M Lre) Pella

Sate Lamly Cowsargsfon

“3% W, Brosdeay, Suite 426
Loy Beacts, CA 9002

ALY HINING GSPAWY - EXPLURRTONY IRILLING [N ANTELOPE VALLEY, SIERRA Coumiy  Tee Mtation xencure misber £,
yo by it toweany propuses to driti 13 boreholes on Califorala Departaent of M1 explucatavy oles driila o date 1y fiecls Minin: Caopane bas cop

Pastnd Gome 1 and, " tie debiese o Kegative fleclaration witl be sufficient to Cover abandoned Ly buckP 10 euttineg o the hole whethier e ant uagss
et enzicunaental concerns, beun encountered.

Tt boreholes stuynltd he shinduned, whether ground water s cacountered or not,
Wermp permeab le materisl such ag cowenl-bentonite grout,

I you have any questions, please call me at {916) 361-5655.

7 I's
<O /('-u
DAaItL |, wann

stect [unger

1Y, q

Mo dae ek el, Yirs County Plunning Uept., Downferidfe
Heo Pete Doty Cowlor tavironsenta} Hanagoment, Scncra

:f{ ':\"" )

AR
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LETTER
PETIT 10N REQUESTING EIR FOR
ORILLING PROJECT
PROPOSED FOR ANTEL.OPE VALLEY
Juiy 1. 1967

1he unuersigned are fe3ponsing to a riguest from the State Lunliz
Coatanl onlGh Cegarding 3n appllication by leclu Nining Company {or &
1t o pectlng perinit on State Fish ond Geme Janus sucated In the
2 elupe Valtey of Tahoe Ihvtiontt bacest In pusthesn Sierce Ttnstol 3,
coltfornta. A number vl cancerns lvod uz Lo teguest o full
inviconmentisl lapecl Report betore 3aid perddtl i jalued.

p— Juitial concerns cented 3round Ltoristion o the Envicomacntal
Inpact Assessment Cneckliut that ave unleve ona aislesding. [T
questions concerring the lmpact the dclliluy wi 13 welie [ST70Y YO HAW Y
only 3 have Leen checned *yes®. With cut tull srotoglcal why
stencolo)icat ntudies many of the guestians o thye check st aust be
arsweied "Raybet, untll aore cenceren lu gane.  Ihe pronaseit aciiiing
15 10 De Gune 0s¢7 an faentitea fault and the cifecty of alsiviting
Lu:w.’ Zltota i thio arca cnuic have a suer Greates  apact Lhan

M2 ETUEN

The ctfect of insreased tesgeie, LClte, oL (ast On the §esiGehce
of wtnls velley 'y conulaeranly vadesplased In the report P esented by
pecls. Me are sensitlve to the arscuption of ocur tile Style and oit
arivesetd 10 the activitics thal vill actut wilh the Wrouloed Heslo
frcapeeting,  Alreeuys the 2228vity shol Dl Centered afbufits tie
1 1cauved Hecla project hatt Couseo tacal tes.acnne fuconvenicnse a8
they have been forced 1o pul up with increased traiflic In bfvas thael
have beed, uatdl new, w3te, fict hisaty for niking, ¢lclag and
Lisyshing.

r—~ 1t i» imptled in the Enviconmentel I82elit AZtEaSLaNT Chesniint
thst no Jong term effenta witl fes it froet the [2ofosed prnuereting
peralt In Antelope Valley. Tnis o onvicusly Lntcue. ihig 18 sujt
trs tirut utep 3n a prosect which, 1§ unaertabe.. Wil tnleect tn.o
sslley ang tne unoersloned 30 aluruptlions vl cut vey ut life Mo cven
to the potentlal goc scvete hellte haravids,

We undeesland thet the Iartiad prosprctindg pectdt SINeCs e
only with 12 welly, tut slue teel the 1nltial pru et ilng Cahhnt be
separated tren the prosect o 3 Whole.  The aeuyn e b ah apeh PIt
mlning operation ualng a cyanlae extraction sethus tatony Lo muth
thit fothing cnort Of the gresteut €autsun ol cvitry niep Ot tne
progsects euuption muat be teren,

SI Ve Lhe undersigned alreescly hupe tne State Lands b ssion vl
ieaulre on Enviconmentsl lawuct Fepatt before 150000 & peILpeat . on

!
L ernit fur the crttling of welss i Antelepe Valle

-
. L}

Signod by 66 local concorned cliizens.

T I TR s S o 5 AN e L L A BT T RRE L ki B RTINS & M U

RESPONSES

\

On June 25 and ¢, 1977, an ercheolosical (1eld suivey ol the projest sice ‘106
conlucted Ly Roqer 1. Verner. Mo st nificant culturil resonreed Jere tucated
wiilin the projest atca. A copy of thia archeolo:fcal {lcld rur-ev 15 on 13t-
tn Use lowt Reack: office of the finte tanda Comalzoton.

Aewding Lo Culitorn's Pivision of Uiuce and Ceolog 12290, X0 Gealesic Iap
of California, tic tio'. fprinte waild ic approvdmtely locuted wijiens to b o
aurtheatt coriwer o Lhy pidlect nici. sitnce the drtiliiolez all v proerl
abandaned feacdlatr ey altev dridlin: 2o requirel, By \e Cosisilon, iy
Srillins should mat dlcrupt water ctrata in thr aren.

The ninor sout ot dncreased traffie, nolec, am dusl generated fn t=~ protect
arey 4311 be Levporory. llects llintng Conpany estimyics driliin: tire nat to
excecd one day per hole.

Talz “project™ involves a nineral prospecting permit which 331 omiy suthnrize
the dri)dine ot I3 explorator? holer. Should the prospacting a~tivities prove
succansinl, the spplicant mast appl: for a3 mineral extraction lease. 'rldr to
the srantlng of such lease, an cavironmental fnpsct report will o prepared,
circulnted, and constdered.
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Dean Jonninga
Ntsr Rmite,
- Loyrlton, CA 96118

LETTER .. July &, 1907 RESPONSE

Goviy Jo Falla

State Luedn € osrnigtim

"1 soat ierentnay, Suite 429
Lesve Jesch, 2V a4

Do Hr. Peltne

1 11 13 respaics Lo yiur rejuest for coaronto an the oinosol L Y e pe o . res
v r erepecting pemit op, licatiom of Hecls Yining Company for drilling explor-~ 1 llheh;:;l:-:h:lr-'l ,‘ berlence Lest praperly atamoned deidllioles do not afrezt
ttaty holes @ lund omed by Califomis State Fizh esd Gane. ’ o

3wt iedneaday, July 1et, a neating wos conducted botwoen fieckla
il epresontatives ond thosa rosidents of Sierra County which will ba

dreecatly ntfoctel by Licir propossl of an open-pit, cyinido loechin;: piocesy, M
it zane,

The jemit upplieation by ilockls crne up during the course of ctaversetion
vvi mny of un wwlered shy your lottor of Juno 19th hod not boen sent to noat
of the Incil tvanloat~ involved, Tala overaipht huo since been corrooted; ay
¢ o srrivel Friday ond § thank you,

“he cnvireomentol fapict asacaoment chenkliat pubaitted by Hecklu to
sy office wy pirt of the initial stivy, Of the projact lacked eredidiliiy in
ey of the quitica responsca. Moat of those present folt thit for thia revsm

g, i~ la 300uld be required to :bait to nn Environnental Topret Ronort,
petition to Mt c1fcct will soon ba sent to yuu,

The dunting 230 held at the Daddaraten Rnch, shich lies dus north of '
racd nine and tho dridting aite In queation. Frod Bilderstm is

vierently oat of the country o tuginess, ard cannut respund to ywur lotter.

'y nifz and | have uen, ond arg preaently wnzgera of hio ranch on o yesr-

2o baaia and the concuius Lhet lic han for this projeot are umell knom to .

e Tha propoart drilling afte o appriozimntely 1000 yards up.grodient frem .}
ilben wo.nmvior, which 1a ot the swih end of the ranch. We hava been lioenced ;
by the Ginte to oo trowt on o comrericind basyy, which we have dons for the

1t fme yeae S driliing spersticn ¢nuld hnvo n definats inpact were 1t
Uy danluab thoto aprings feoding the Yale. “he wnaears given i the snacparent .
freakbiat 400 et wldiaan thils ponatbilaty.

5 betud £ of He. Baldorstay, I requoat that an EIR bo ruquired for
T i preject. ek ym for yor conafdonttim in thio matier.

« gt

Sinceraly,

(-‘C(\? uy—**@’b

\
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LETTER RESPONSE

UNTILD SEAILS Soill 1350 N. Hain St., Suite ]
0t AR EMENT OF Connervation Rad Bluff, CA 96000
AGRICH Tt Yorvico 916-427-2667

- mmeem _--------_-------l_----------—--------—--—---

ety 39, 1O

State Lanld> Lommission
2ah Hest Hroadway, Suite 425
tany loach, CA 10802

[ISTIs Counsuttation Pursuant to Ssc. 21000.3
of the Public Resource Code: (Antelope
Valley Ared)

Attantion: Hr. Gregory ). Pulka
Near Mo Polhal
the V. 5.0.A,, Sorl Conservation Service believos » conplete Wazed o . .
B s the aature of the projoct, the coements vecelvel Tion other
LAR 1o nevesarcy (or proposed mineral exploration in rovesrsental srenelzs (cee comrents received), and past experirnce

Antelope Valley, Sierva County. uith this Lype ol project, = Jo not agree that nn ETR da vervtied.

e rwquuut thes EIR due to noncerns. over sail, watsr, forsge
sl wr i alw sanourcos in the ¥ Twy.
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File Ref.: W 40526
SCH# 87052507

June 19, 1987

INITIAL STUDY
INTRODUCTION

pe Valley of the Tahoe
ern Sierra County, California. The

proposed project involves drilling 13 exploratory holes, 4 1/8
inch in diameter to a maximum depth of 200 feet to explore for
precious metals, Access #ill be obtained by 2n existing dirt
logging road and by off-road travel. Upon completion of
drilling, all holes shall bpe properly abandoned, and drill
sites reclaimed.

The permit when issued, is for a two-year period and may be
extended for a maximum of one year.

This initial study consists of an environmental impact
assessment checklist, detailed project description,

information form response and maps.

STATE LANDS COMMISSION
June 1987
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EXHIBIT *A°

STATE LANDS COMMISSION

W 40628

APPLICATION FOR PROSPECTING PERMIT

HEGLA MINING COMPARY

SIERRA COUNTY

’
JUNE 1987
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EXHIBIT *B°

SIERRAVILLE, CALIFORNIA

16’ USGS QUADRANGLE
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W 40526

DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Hecla Mining Company proposes to conduct precious metal
exploration in the permit area by drilling 13 holes, 4 1/8
inches in diameter to a maximum depth of 200 feet and
retaining samples for off-site assaying. Please refer to
Exhibit A and B fnr locatiecn maps of the project. Refer to
Exhibit C for a detailed parcel map showing individual drill
hole locations’ and existing access. r

Orilling will bte accomplished using a track mounted reverse
air circulation ria. A down-the-hole hammer will break the
rock to 1/2 inch diameter particles which are tlown out of
the hole to a cyclone. <Cuttingr are retained at five foot
intervals with approximately 1/2 cubic¢ foct sived from each
interval. The remaining cuttings will be stuckpiled for
backfillirg the hole. No cores will be taken and no drilling
mud will be used. Holes will be drilied at aa approximate
inclination of 45 degrees. The drilling crew will consist of
t'ree men who will be transported in one pickup truck.
Lodging will be in a motel in the nearby town of Loyaliton.

Access to- the drill sites will be obtained by am existing old
lo2ging road and by off road travel., No new road
construction will be permitted. Surface disturbance i
estimated to he approximately 80 square feet per drill site
or a total of 0.02 acre for all 13 holes. The m:svimum
anticipated excavated volume if ail the holes are rilled to
a depth of 200 feec will be 9 cubic yards.

Upon abandonment, anproximateiy five feet of surface tasing
required far drilline wili be removed. Orill cuttings not
retaiced as samples wiil ba usid to backfill each hole., In
riie event water is encountered during drilling, holes will be
ubandoned in acrcorddance with California Department of Water
Resources Water Well Standards., Drill sit?s will be
scarified and seedez by hanw.-broadcasting. The seed mixture
will be provided by the U.S. Forest Service for use in the
area, A commercial fertilizer will be utilized to assist in
germination and growth,
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Criit Holo

Existing Dirt Road
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W 4052¢

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

1. Describe the project site as it exists before commencement
of the project. Include information such as topography,
soil stability, plants and animals, and .any cultural,
historical or scenic aspects. Descrive any existing :
structures on the site, the use of the structures, and 3
whether they will be retained or removed.

2. Describe the surrounding properties. Include .information
such as topography, soil stability, plants and animals,
and any cultural, historical or scenic aspects. Indicate
the type of land use and intensity of land use of the
area.

3. Include a statement of the proposed liquid, solid or
gaseous waste disposal methods necessary for the .
protection and preservation of existing land and water
uses.

Applicant Responses: .

1. The project site is on a hil1l which slopes gently to the
southwest., The area is alluvial covered, with some yellow
pine trees and bitter brush. The most noted animals are
mule-deer. There are no existing structures on the sits
Rock outcrops consist of isolated zones approximately 20
feet by 100 feet of silicified volcanic material.

Material surrounding the outcrops const sts of talus and
gravel, 5 to 40 feet in thickness. No known cuitural or
h1stor1ca1 resources occur on the_project site. An
archeolog1ca1 survey of the project site and surrounding i
area is anticipated to be completed by the middle of July. ;
Scenic aspects consist of wooded, rolling hills ]
overlooking Antelope Valley. The State land has the same

features as that surrounding it.

2. The Antelope Valley area is on the eastside of the main
e Sierra Nevada range and is characterized by the dry
climate and ecosystem typ1c31 of the Great Basin,
Ant elopo Valley proper is a broad valley floor with a
spring fed stream. The surrounding ridges ara dom‘natad
by stanas of Jeffrey pine, with the west slopes onto the
Sierra Valley tending to a junipe. /cedar - sagebrush -
annual grassland. Antelope Yalley contaias dilterorusn,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush as well 3s parennial ans
annyal grasses., Z2iaviations rang2 “-)m 5000 to HSSO' 5
The &rea has 2 history of f:ra zs w21l s rec2at "
years; >3g9gincg.
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The entire area is key deer winter range for the Loyalton
- Truckee deer herd. The abundance o7 bitterbrush,
mountain mahogany, sagehrush, and adjacent alfalfa and
other croplands as well as the relative scarcity of snow
make this a critical area to wintering deer.

- 7
: Ranches border the west and north edge of the area.
Typically, these ranches are on the valley floor and
contain private land extending within the exterior forest
boundary. Grazing usually extends onto the forest via
on-off or regular permits since the forest boundary is
rarely fenced in this area. >

13

Drilling for precious metals has been successfully
completed on nearby property by Hecla Mining Company.
Additional land use includes wildlife habitat and
recreation.

3. The driliwing will be performed with reverse air
circulation and the cuttings wili be retainad. All trash
will be removed from the site.
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. STATE LANDS COMMISSION

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST - PART I

Form 13.20 (7/82) File Ref.. ‘7 Lho=24

l.  BACKGROUND INFORMATICH

A Applicant- Tnntia Windye "ﬁvvqna ner -

Lenn Ydnpwal Dwdon

Seqew Al8lene, Tiahs RIRTE_TO3IT :

B. Checklist Date: _ 0K _/ T0 / 87

C Contact Person® _ Cracowr J, Palka

Telephone: { 2T} 200.5207 ‘
D Purpose- Denspecting fov wrecicne and ather valuahle minews®s

m

Location: ©"if ~8 C°2i Af San O M AT T D PR T MO Avema  PAasepioae .

3
ek oo ""1 o8 Spa 27 M 2T M D T8 T, MDY, Siexme Coupdsr

F  Description  Tyed 1 13 esplomatary holes !IIB inch dn 3+ =~te= 40 a mgardmm dants of
22900 fap+, Botain I subia foo o gample feom every five foot interval for off.

site "Ssalﬁng Sunnﬂ;'lq: abandgn é"" :z;l goleS-._._ L o e e P B

G Persons Contacted*

Tqmpn~ ‘ﬁqqg‘eﬂ‘*\n RertAngY Uamo~msw

~Deparizent o2 Fich and Jame
WWW

Ranehpe Cordova, A 05570

1i. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. [Explain all *'yes” aad “maybe’’ answers)

A. Eurth. Will the proposai result in: Yes Mayoe No

1. Unstable sarth conditions or changes in geologic subSTruCtUres? . . .. ... it ne it vnnvnnnnn o o __: : RS
2. Disruptions, disoiacements, compaction, or avercoveringof thesod?. ., .. ... ... . . i iieninnne oo ‘: __:_ —
3. Change in topography or ground surfice relief features? . .. ... .. ... .. i ittt L_: : x
4. The destruction, covering, or modific, tion of any unique gzologic or physical features? . . ... .. .... . : —. ‘__
5 Any incresse in wind or water erosion of tous, esther dnoroff thesite?, .. . . ...l .‘_.. - .
8. Changes n deposition ot efosion of beach sands g1 Chenges .n s.labini URLOY AN OF 21030 + Whi 37 My .

oYy the ¢cnannei OF J FIver r Strcam or e Hed 0! (e 0CRaN OF Wiy Dav, 1Ll o gka' . . .

A wRRA m, A6 e

. P
/ Expesare of 3l DECMe OF DIODEITY 10 w1001 Nalditls sl ... satl: ke, uehianades, r"-.nhnues PR

-

tarlure Of imuids nazaras’ ' Ji wiaive o - -n-.m51Z73.11~.8g

. Vo e,
M « " % AN N ast R LAY b B

o s Bwesy FOANWUNT Bt st b ST
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lir Vil the proposal result in

1 Substs *tidd ar emmesions O teteniordtion of amuient gt quahity?

2 The creation of opjectionabte udors? . e e e e s

3. Alterat on of air movement, moniuié OF tempeiature, Or any change «n chimate, esther locally or 1egionally

water Wil the proposal result in-

1 Changes «n the currents, or the couise 01 direclion of wate; movements, . either manine or fresh waters? . .

2 Changssin 3csuiption rates, drainage patterns, or the rate anu smount of surface watée runoff?. ... . ..
3. Alterations to the course or flow of flood waters? ., . . .
4. Change in the amount of surfacewaterinanywaterbody? . .. ... ... vvvenennnrnrnnenshnonn.

5. Discharge into surface waters, or in any alteration of surface water quality, including but not himited to
temperaiure, dissolved ¢ xygen ar turbidity? . et e iaae et deaaee e

6. Alteration of the direct on or rate of How of ground waters? P e e e e

. Chanye in the quantity of ground waters, either through direct addraons or withdrawals, or through inter
cepuion of an auurfer by cuts or excavations? .. ... . B

8. Substantie: reduction in the amount of water othervase availabie for public water supplies? ....... .
9 Exposure of geaple or groperty to water-related hazargs such as floodingor idal waves? .. ... ........

10. S:gmificant changes in the temperature, flow or chemical content of surface thermal springs?. ... ... ..

Plunt Lete Wil the proposal tesult in:

1 Change in the diversity of visecies, or number of any species of plants (ncluding trees, shrubs, grass, crops,
N aqUatE PlANTS)?. L L. L it i it i e eeiatas e et ere e

2. Reduction of the numbars of any uruque, rare or endangered speciesof plants?, .. ... ..............

3. Introduction of new species of plants «nto an area, or ¢ 3 barnier 10 the normal replerishment of existing

SBCIBS Y L . L. L. it i i e et eeat e et et e

4. Reduction in acreage of any agniculturatcrop? .. ... ...

sAmmal Litfe Wi the proposal result in:

1. Change in the divers.ty of species, or numbers of any species of amimals (birds, land amimals including
reptiles, fish and shelifish, DenthiC OrGaNISMS, OF INSBCIS)? . L. ittt ottt st et nsnnnnnens

. Reduction of the numburs of any unigue, rare or endangered species of arimals?. . . . .. .. .. ..o v...

3. Introduction of new sp:zies of anumials into an area, or resuil «n 3 barrier to the migration or movement of

D T T

Ml ? L L e ettt e

4, Datenioration to existing fish or wildhfe nabitat?

Nane, Wili e proposar resul? mn-

T, Increase in existing nois2 leveis? . ., .. ..

2. Exvosure of pecple to severe noise leveis? |

Light and Glure. Will the orozosal result in

1. The preduction of new light or ylare?

Lamd v Wl the proposal result in:

1 A substuntidl alteration of the present or planoed and use uf an area?. |
Nutural Resoneces, \Wa: the pronosal result in )

1. Incregse v the rate of use of any naturadl resaurces? |, .

2 Substanual yepletion of any nonrenawabi» resources? . . .
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J. Rk of Upset, Dovs the proposdl result in Yes Maybe No

! A ruk of an expiosion or the release of hazargdus substances (including, but not limited to, o, pesticiies,
cnemicals, or radiation) in the event of an accident or upset CONditions? . .. .. .. .. .. coomeovonsnan

lol- .
—

i
1l

[4

2. Passible interference with emergency response plan or an emergency evacuationiplan? . ... ... ... ... ;

K. [Populution, Wil the proposal result in:

|

1. The alteration, distnbution, density, o growth rate of the human population of the area?

[
.
{

.
.

L. MHousing, Wit the pruposal result in:

A

1. . .tfecting existing housing, or create a demand for additional housing? . ... .......ccovvsvernnnss
M. TlransportationfCirculation. Will the proposal result in:

1. Generation Gf substantial additional vehicular MOVemMeNty. . . .. .. ittt et vrerocnnanansoesns

J133 B

2, Affecting existing parking faciiities, or create ademand fornewparking?. .. .. ....... ... ... e

P

3. Substantial impact upon existing r2nsPortalioN SYSIOMS? . . . . v vt v vv e vt nneenns e e

4. Alterations to present patterns of circulation or movement of people and/orgeods? . ... ... v v .o ..

[=4]

5. Alterations to waterborne, rail, 0r aiP traffic? . ... ... it ie st vttt ittt it s

3

Coocoo
1)

[

aooooo o O

5. increase in traffic hazards to motnr vehicles, bicyclists, orpedestrians? . ... oo v ir et raconnonn

N. Pathe Scrvices. W he proposal have an effect upon, or result in a need for new or 2ltered governmental
services in any of the :ollowing areas:

Tt

1. Fire PIOECIION? . . ittt ittt eat iaeetonnsorooroesansesansnnssnsessasorssnnaenss L_J' | -_ﬁ_
¢ T

2. PONEE DEOECHONT . - o v v v e e e eee e e e e e et e e e e e e et e O K
e T T T+ 13 D D :I-.
4. Parks and other recreational facilities?. . . ... o v i ittt ittt it e it s B Lt X
5.sMaintenance of public facilities, ineluding F03GS%. . .« v v i i it iiiieneeeaes L] F A
. o B e

6. Other GOVErNMENtal SEIVICES?. . . .. ve e s envnrananserennonnereornrnnnnneanneen o LJ L) &,

Q. Energy. Will the proposal result in:

1. Use of substantial amounts of fuel Or energy?. . ... v vt tn it teerrrosnsevosocasanasasuans

LIa
I C
i

(

I>

2. Substantsal increasz 1 demand »pan existing sources of energy, or require the development of new sourcas? .

P.  Ludines. Wil the proposai reswit in a nesd for new systems, or substantial alterations to the following utilities:

., 1. Power or naturai g2;°. . e e e e et aaae e e _: :_—_ ,_”
2 Communication systems? , . et e e e aeietes et asiet et e _—__ : )-f:
3. SEWEE OF SEUC TANKS? + oo st e e s e e e e st R
D, oMM WAL GIAINAULY . i it .t iis caveras et e ean et atas et as s 3 1:: !_T'__-
6. Solimwaste and dispOsal? . . .. .. ... i ettt ettt D : r{‘
Q. Human Health, Will the proposal result in:
1. Creation of any n=alth hazard or potential haalth hazard {excludingmental health}? ... ............. : :_

]
!
S

C
1

2. Exposure of people topotential health hazards? .. . .. v vttt ve e neronentosesssseransan

R. .lesthetes. Wili the proposal result in:

1. The obstruction of any scemc vista or view open to the public, or will the proposal result in the creation o* —— e e
an amathetically otfensive site opento publicview? . ... o . ettt e, i . N

S Recregnion, Vhli the preposal result in

o

tAr mpact upon the undhity of cuantity of existing recreationas! npportuntting? |

' : 575
3 : 720

“ .
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T. Culturel Bosources,

1. Wiil the proposal “esult in the alteration of or the destruction of 3 pretustoric or historic archeological site? .

2. Wil the proposal result in sdvarse physical or 2osthetic effects 1o 3 prehistoric or historic building,
suucture,orobjec:?....................................................‘..,....

3 Dsas the proposal have the potential to cause a physical change which would affect unique ethnic cultural

values? ., .

4 VWil the proposal restrict existing religinus or sacred uses within the potential impactarea?............
dieadetory Findings of Significance.
o

1. Doss the prujest have the potential to degrade thequality of the environment, reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a tith or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threztsn to eliminate
2 plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or
animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory?. .. .....

2. Doss the project have the potential to achieve short-term, 10 the disadvantage of long-term, environmental

B0 L L e e e R R R R AR
3. DRoss ihe project have impscts which are individually limited, but cumulatively considsrabla?

4. Doss the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human betngs,
enther directly orindirectty? . ... ..................

HI. DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION (Ses Comments Attached)

See attached discussion of envirommental evaluation, envirommental gsetting
and detailed wvroject description. -

IV, PRELIMINARY DETEEMINATION
On the basis of this initial evaluat:on:
:_l | find the praposed project COULD NOT h. < a significant effect on tha environment, and 38 NEGATIVE DECLARATION wet

be ssrepared.

'__] ! find that although the preposed project ouid have 3 significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant effet
in this case becuse the rit. :>on measures descnibed on &a artached sheet have been added to the project A NEGATIVE

DECLARATION wiil be prepzred. .
-ironment, ang an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

! } i tind the proposed preject MAY have a significs  «fect on the e
15 1equied. .

D T
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5) abate stream erosion and raise the water table in Antelope
Yalley

6) the possibility of mineral resource development impacting
., other rescurces
7) the possibility of uncontrolled wildfire due to excess
fuels !
The entire atea i1s zuned general forest. The general plan is
designated intermediate forest for the entire Antelope Valley,

In the SW 1/4 of Section 27, immediately adjacent to the area
under application 1ies the now abandoned Antelope Mine. This
underground mine produced copper t¢round the turn of the
century from the same geologic formation in which present
exploration is desired.. Access to the underground workings of
the Antelivpe Mine are no longer accessible.
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Discussion of Environmental Evaluation

A 2. Disruption, displ‘ cement, compaction and
overcovering of the so! .will occur in the immediate
vicinity of the drill sices. However, the disruption
will be short term and ail disturbed sites will be
properly reclaimed.

E 3. The drilling activity will temporarily displace
animals from the,immediate vicinity. No long term
effects are anticipated. .

F 1. The operating drill rig will temporarily increase
existing ncise levels.

S 1. The drilling activity wiil temporarily reduce
recreational opportunities on the project site. .

The 80 acre parcel under application is within the 4,480+ acre
Antelope valley Hildlife Area acquired by the Wildlife
Conservation board for the California Department of Fish and
Game (CDFG) in 1980. The CDFG acquired the parcel primarily
for the prime deer winter range habitat as well as
recreational opportunities including hunting, hiking, camping
and general outdoor enjoyment. The federal government,
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund, participated in
this acquisition on a 50% basis. Due to the federal
government's invelvement, the CDFG has requested and received
permission for conversion of land use for minerai prospecting

activities. .

In addition to CDFG lands in the Antelope VYallay area of
Sierra County, there exist an additional 16,300 acres

belonging to

i) U.S. Department of Agriculture - Fores: Service, Tahoe
Nztional Forest.

2) VU.S. Department of the linterior - BLM, Susanville
District.

3) Private Land both within and outside tne NFS boundary.

Due to common land and resource management issues the private
Tandowners and pudlic agencies have united under the Antalope
Valley Coordinated Resource Plan in order :o 3est manage the
iand as an ecosystem. Common management csnlerns and goals of
the private landowners and puolic ageaci2s inciuge:

protection and improvemen: of the deer w~inter range
coordination of livestocx grazing w~itn ~ilglife use

¢ontrol of timber trespass \
controil of vahnicle use i1 unaathorizad areas

42 L) PO 4
- e S e
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SECTION C: ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Al phases of 3 project, such as planning, acquisition, develops ent and operation, shall be considesed when evaluatn,
its inpact on the environment. -Ple2ec answer the following questions by -placing a3 check in the appropriate by

Discuss all items checied “yes” or “maybe’* cn additional sheet(s).

Will the prejzct involve:

2 change in existing features of any bays, tidelands, beaches, fakas or hills, or
substantial alteration of GroUNC CONTCUMS? oo v v v v vt v v vvvenancovncnnns

A change in scenic views from existing residential areas or public lands or roads?.

A change tn pattern, scate or charzcter of the general area of the project?.
Significant eHect on plant or animal life?. ... .........covvennen
Significant amounts of solid Waste O FHter? oo oo ne et
A change in dust, ash, smoke, fumes or odors in the viginity?. . . .

A change in ocesn, bay, lake, stream or ground water guality or quantity, or
altering of existing drainage'patterns? ... ... oo ei ittt

4 change in existing noise or vibration levels in the vicinity? ... ... ..
Construction on filled Jand or on 3 siope of 10 percent ormore? . .. ...

Use or disposal of potantially hazardous materials such as toxic or radipactive
substances, flammables or explosives? . .. ... ..o e e i e

A change in cemand fo- municipal services (e.g., police, fire, water, sevwage:? .

Increase in fossi! fuel consumption (e.g., electricity, oil, naturalgas)? ... ...

A larger project or @ serios of projects? .. ... i e

PART V

CERTIFICATION

! eartify that all information and materials furrished in this application are true and complate to the best of my
knowleage and beiief, | recognize that this application and the project it addresses are subject to all laws of the
State of California, and the reguiations and discretionéry policies of the State Lands Commission,
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