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APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT AND EXTENSION OF
A PROSPECTING PERMIT FOR MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL,
GAS, GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES, SAND AND GRAVEL,
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

PERMITTEE: James W. Cole
628 Northridge Drive
Boulder City, Nevada 89005

John R. Poloni
1512 B-56th Street )
Delta, British Columbia, Canada V4L 2A8

PROPOSED AUTHORIZATION:
Amendment and extension of a prospecting permit
to prospect for gold, silver, and other
valuable minerals, other than oil, _gas,
geothermal resources, sand and gravel on

640 acres of land lccated in San Bernardino
County.

TERMS OF EXTENSION:
December 1, 1986 through November 30, 1987.

AREA, TYPE OF LAND AND LOCATION:

State school land — Sec. 16, T11IN R14E, SB8M,
San Bernardino County, 12 miles northeast of
Kelso.

PREREQUISITE ITEMS:

Applications for amendment and extension
submitted by Permittee.

Statutory filing fees submitted by Permittee.
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caLenpar ITem noC 13 (tom'o)

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1. Mineral prospecting permit PRC 6744 was
approved for issuance to James W. Cole by
the Commission on October 25, 1584,
effective December 1, 1984. The permitted
activities of geologic mapping, rock chip
sampling; and shallow soil sampling have
provided encouraging assay results. The
Permittee submitted an application to arrend
his permit to include the drilling of
ten small diameter holes to a depth of
200 feet to confirm earlier assays. Holes
will be drilled dry using a track-mounted,
air-powered drill-rig. Since the drilling
medium consists only of compressed air, no
mud pits are required. Access will be
provided by a combination of existing
roads, off-road travel, and construction of
approximately 400 feet of new road. Drill
holes will provide samples for off-site
2ssaying. Upon termination of prospecting
activities, all drill) holes will be
properly abandoned, drill sites will be
restored, and access road grading will be
backfilled and recontoured to the original
topography to the extent feasible. The
estimated maximum surface area disturbance
for drilling and road -construction is
one—tenth of an acre. The estimated
maximum excavated volume is 178 cubic yards.

STATUTORY REFERENCES:
A. P.R.C.: Div. 6, Section 6891.

8. cCal. Adm. Code: Title 2, Section 2200.

AB 884:

INFORMATION: . Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of
authority and the State CEQA Guidelines
(14 Cal. Adm. Code 15025), the staff has
prepared and circulated for public review a
proposed Negative Declaration identified as
EIR ND 404, State Clearinghouse 85122308
pursuant to the provisions of the CEQA. A
copy of this environmental document is
attached as Exhibit “C".

(ADDED 11/12/86)
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cALENDAR ITEM N0.C1 3 ((.i)NT'D)

Based upon the initial study, the proposed
Negative Declaration, and the comments
received in response thereto, thera is no
'substantial evidence that the project as
amended will have a significant effect on
the environment (14 Cal. Adm.

Code 15074 (b)).

After reviewing the request for extension
of the permit, staff believes there are no
circumstances surrounding the project nor
changes in the environment or the project,
that have not been addressed in the
Negative Declaration, that indicate the
proposed action will have a significant
effect on the environment.

Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of
authority and the State CEQA Guidelines
(14 Cal. Adm. Code 15061), the staff has
determined that this extension is
categorically exempt from the requirements
of CEQA, under the general rule that CEQA
applies .only to projects which have a
potertial for causing a significant effect
on the environment. Staff believes there
is no possibility this action may have a
significant effect on the environment.

Authority: 14 Cal. Adm. Code 15061 (b)(3).

This activity involves lands identified as
possessing significant environmental values
pursuant to P.R.C. 6370 et. seq. Based
upon the staff's consultation with the
persons nominating such lands and through
the CEQA review process, it is the staff's
opinion that the project, as amended, is
consistent with its use classification.

Pursuant to P.R.L. Section 6895, upon
establishing to the satisfaction of the
Commission that ccmmercially valuable
.deposits of minerals have been discovered
within the limits of the permit, the
applicant would have a preferential right

(ADDED 11/12/86)
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caLENDAR ITEM no.C13 (C!)NT'D)

to a lease for a maximum of 640 acres
embraced within the permit. Said right
shall be subject to all necessary
environmental approvals. The amendment of
the permit shall not affect the discretion
of the Commission in granting or denying
such lease because of enuvironmental
considerations.

Permit shall provide for a performance bond
or other security in the amount of $10,000C
in favor of the State.

APPROVALS OBTRINED:

1. Pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6890, the
subject amendment application and form have
been approved by tie Office of the Attorney
General as to the compliance with the
applicable provisions of the law.

EXHIBITS: . Land Description.

Site Map.

Negative Declaration.

Amendment to Exhibit "A" of Prospecting
Permit.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1.

(ADDED 11/12/86)

CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION ND 404, STATE
CLEARINGHOUSE 85122308, WAS PREPARED FOR THIS AMENDED
PROJECT PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA AND THAT THE
COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION
CONTAINED THEREIN.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS AMENDED, WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENUIRONMENT.

FIND THAT THIS ACTIVITY IS CONSISTENT WITH THE USE
CLASSIFICATION DESIGNATED FOR THE LAND PURSUANT TO
P.R.C. 6370, ET SEQ.

AUTHOIZE THE AMENDMENT OF THE PROSPECTING PERMIT 10

JAMES W. COLE, FOR ALL MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS,
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES, SAND AND GRAVEL ON SECTIGON 16, TLIN
R14E, SPM SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CONTAINING. APPROXIMATEL'Y
640 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; ALL OYHER TERMS- #ND CONDITIONS OF
THE PERMIT ARE TO REMAIN IN FULL FORCE &ND EFFECT.
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-CALENDAR ITEM NG. €13 (CONT'D)

FIND IﬁQT THIS, EXTENSION IS EXEMPT FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF
EQA PURSUANT TO 14 CAY. ADM. CODE 15061 BECAUSE THERE IS

NO POSSIBILITY THAT THE ACTIVITY MARY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT

cFFECT ON THE ENUIRONMENT 14 CAL. ADM. CODE 15061 (B)(3).

PURSUANT TO SECTION 6851 OF THE P.R.C., -AUTHORIZE THE
EXTENSION “HROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 1987, OF PRQOSPECTING FERMIT
PRC €744 ISSUED TO JAMES W. COLE TO PROSPECT FOR ALL
MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL ‘AND GAS RAD GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES.

(ADDED 11/12/88)
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EXHIBIT "“A"

LAND DESCRIPTION PRC 6744.2

A parcel of California State school lands in San Bernardino County, California,
described as follows:

Section 16, T1IN, RI4E, SBM.
END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED SEPTEMBER 10, 1984, BY BOUNDARY AND TITLE UNIT.

.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
STATE LANDS COMMISSION

. EXECUTIVE OFFICE
1897 - 1211 Street
EXHIBIT “C" Secramento, Catifarnie 95514

PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

EIR ND 404
File Ref.: prC 6744

SCH#¥: gs122308

Project Title: Mineral Prospecting Permit-Providence Mountains

Project Propornent: James W. Cole

Project Location: Section 16, T. 11 N., R. 14 E., S.B.M., San Bernardino County,
approximately 12 miles norrheast of Xelso.

Project Description:

Applicant proposes to drill ten holes, four inches in diameter up to 200 feet deep us:ing a
track mounted air rotary drill. 20% of the material will be retained for off-site analysls

of valuable metals. Hcles shall be abandoned with cuttings if dry or clay if wet. To

obtain access, up to 400 feet of new road up to eight feet wide may be constructed. Upon
permit. termination, the road shall be reclamated.

Contact Person: Telecphone: (¢18) 322-7813

TED T. FUKUSHTMA

1807 - 13th Street

Sacramento, CA 95814 )

This document is prepared pursuant to the requirements of the California
Envivonmental Quality Act(Section 21000 ct seq., Public Resources Code),
thc_Statc CEQA Guidelines(Scction 15000 et seq., Title 14, Califoraia
Admin:strative Code), and the State Lands Commission regulations(Section
2901 et seq., Title 2, California Administrative Code).

Based upon the attached Initial Study, it has been found that:

/5 the projcct will not have a significant cffect on the cnvironment.

i mitigation measures included in vhe project will avoid potentially
signtficant cllects.

CALLENDAR PAGE
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File Ref.: PRC 6744.2
SCH# 85122308

Mitigation Measures

Proposed for Incerporation into the Project Description

1. Accéss across the terrain with the track mounted drill
rig shall be conducted in such a manner as to avoid
undue degradaticn of the saoil, vegetation, and
wildlife. The track mounted drill rig shall negotiate
the proposed 400 feet of new proposed road with the
minimum of clearing and grading required. During
grading, the topsail shall be removed and stockpiled
and spread over the disturbed surtface upon backfilling.

Permittee shall reclamate all drill sites and access

roads to the extent feasible. Drill holes shall be

properly abandoned in accordance with the procedure

gutlined in the detailed project description. All

grading performed for the proposed access route shall .
e Sackfilled and recontoured to the original

topography to the extent feasible.

Access to the State section will be ailong an existing
way south of the Globe Mine Road in Section ¢, T. 11 i,
R. 14 E. This section is also within the North
Providence Wilderness Study Area. Should upgrading of
this road or any other surface disturbance be required
on Bureau lands, the operator will contact the fHeedles
BLM office at (6193 326-3896 prior to any work being
initiated,

The access road and drill hole sites shall be iaspected
to determine if burrowing animals are present and would
be adversely affected. If potential impacts could
cceur, prospecting activities shall be located where
b_-y7ows and wildlife would not be adversely affected.
The project operator should specifically avoid
burrowing areas of the desert tortoise, a State
protected species.

PUNUTE PAGE




Diversion of the natural flow or changas in the
channel, bed or banks of any river, stream, or lake
will require notification to the Department of Fish and
Game as called for in the Fish -and Game Code. This
notification (with fee) and t e subsequent agreement
must be completed prior te in'tiating any such changes.
Notification should be made after the project is
approved by the lead agency.

To avoid any impacts to Summit Spring, no drilling
shall occur within 600 feet of the spring.

Should groundwater be encount:red during drillirg, the
Department of Fish and Game stall be promptly notified
as to the location and depth -:f such groundwater.

Permittee shall avoid any opesrations within the
southeast 1/4 of the southwest 1/4 of the northeast 1/4
of the northeast 1/4 of sectidgn 16, due to a recorded
archeological site consisting of a small shelter cave
and jasper flakes.

Should the proposed prospectieg prove positive and

mining proposed, a complete a-cheological survey of the
impact areas will be an elemeit of the environmental
impact report.

r
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File Ref.: PRC 6744.2
SCH# 8512230GE

COMMENTS RECEIVED ON INITIAL STUDY AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

Bureau of Land Management - Califarnia Desert District

Comments:

"Because of existing roads and the minimal disturbance
entailed, I see the surface disturbance as teing too little
to reguire an EIR. However, because of the possible future
use of the State land for wilderness and/or park purposes,
I would recommend that the tracked vehicle be required to
move over the proposed road routes of 100' and 300' with as
little clearing and grading as necessary. Any clearing and
grading should be followed by reclamation to bring the site
near to its natural state. 1 appreciate having a chance to
comment on this action and would have no problem with
accepting a negative declaration with the above mitigation
measures added”.

Responses:
1. See Mitigation Measures Number 1 and 2.

In addition, paragraph 24(¢) of the >ate prdspecting
permit requires that "Permittee shall conduct any
operations disturbing the soil surface, iaciuding but
not limited to road building, construction and movement
of heavy equipment in such manner as to not result in
unreasonable damage to trees and plant cover, in soi’
erosion or in degradation of waters of the State,
including fish and aquatic life habitats.

To ensure that the terms and conditions of the
prospecting permit including all mitigation measures
are strictly adhered to, the Permittee shail furnish
and maintain until released by the State, a bona 1n the
sum of $19,000, guaranteeing the faithful performance
by Permittee of the terms and conditions of the permit,
including 211 Mitigation Measures.

CALENOAR PAGE
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Bureau of Land Management - Needles Resource Area

Comments:

"please add the following paragraph in the final letter to
James Cole regarding his .mineral prospecting permit in the
North Providence Mountains wilderness area CDCA - WSA 263.

Access to the State section will be along an existing way
south of the Globe Mine Road in Section 9, T. 11 N., R. 14

E.

This section is also within the North Providence

Wilderness Study Area. Should upgrading of this road or
any other surface disturbance be required on Bureau lands,
the operator will contact the Needles BLM office at (619)
326-3896 prior to any work being jnitiated”.

Responses:

See Mitigation Measure Number 3.

The proposed access route is confined to State land only.

California Department of Fish and Game

If the following measures are included as conditions of the
permit, the Department of Fish and Game recommends adoption uf
a Negative Declaration:

1.

Upon completion of the prospecting pre " ~ct the access
road and all drill sites shal® be - 1ated to the
extent feasible.

The arcess road and drill hole sites should be
insperted to determine if burrowing 2nimals are present
ard would be adversely affected. If potential impacts
could occur, prospecting activities should be focated
where burrows and wildlife would not be adversely
affected. The project operator should specificaily
avoid burrowing areas of the desert tortoise, 2 Stare
protected species.

Diversion of the natural flow or changes in the
chanr21, bed or banks of any river, stream, or lake
will require notification to the Departmeat of Fish and
Game as called for in thé Fish and Game Code. This
notification (with fee) and the subsequent agreement
must be =ompleted prior ts initiating any such changes.-.
Notification should be ade afte~ the project is
approved by the iead agency.

CALENDAR PAGE




To avoid any impacts to Summit Spring, no drilling
should occur within 600 feet of the spring.

Should groundwater be encountered during drilling, Fish

and Game would appreciate being notified as to the
location and depth of such groundwater.

Responses:
1. See Mitigation Measure Number
See Mitigation Measure Number
See Mitigation Measure Number
See Mitigation Measure Number
See Mitigation Measure Number

Regional Water Quality Control Board
Tolorado River Basin - Region /

Comment:
“gased on the information provided in your March 24, 1986
letter regarding the above referenced project amendment,
the Regional Board staff recomrends that a Negative
Declaration be required for this project”.

Response:

None required.

John R. Polony - Consulting Geologist

Comment:
“it would appecar that no Environ.~>rtal Impact Report (EIRT
is required for the current phase of work as very little
adverse efforts will result from the proposed drilling
program on the Gold Quartz project”.

Response:

None required.

CALENDAR DRGE
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Sierra Club - Mojave Group

Commants:

1

i

“The State school land section is in the midst of a
Bureau of Land Management Recommended Suitable
Wilderness Study Area. To do any kind of drilling next
to a Wilderness area might degrade the Wilderness
quality ~f neighboring lands. It should be fairly
obvious that any dri1lling in the midst nf ¢« Recommended
Wilderness Area will have major impacts on that area”.

"Even more of a problem than the drilling is the
proposed road. I cannot teltr from the accempanving,
inadequate map 7 the proposed new roads actually cross
Bureau of Land Management managed Wilderness Study Area
lands. 1If, ian fact, they do, then there will De major
impacts on the WSA. Roads bring off-road vehicles,
trash, campers, pitfires, and tne normal detritus of
civilization.

If the road will)l not cross BLM lands, i certainly is
clear that a newly graded eight foot wrde roac will
have a significant visual impact on surrounding
wilderness quality lands".

“The California Desert Conservation Area Plan, 1930,
identifies this section as habitat for the Desert
Tortoise. It is also on the border of significant
Golden Eagle habitat. This project, particularly the
roads, cannot help but cause *deterioration to existing
fish or wildlife habitat" and will likely result in the
"reduction of the numbers of aay uniJue, rare or
endangered species of animals"”.

"As 18 acknowledged by the applicdnt in nis detailea
project description thers is5 3 real risx of
"interception of 3In aguifer by Cuts or excavations".

“Very nearby 135 an assoamblage of a plant species ut
sp.cial concern, Astragaluas cimae var. cimae. | hnow
rhat when the £alifornia Desarz 2lan was writtes,
investigations were ‘naertinen orimariiy of federal
ianas. | wonder if this species is also found on tihis
State school tand section?”

CALENDAR PAGE
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“This drilling site is in the midst of a proposed
national park, and the current East Mojave National
Scenic Area (EMNSA). EMNSA has been described by the
State Director of the Bureau of Land Management as
BLM's number one management priority in the entire
State. It is not an area to be trifled with. The long
term, environmentad goals of the United States in the
Scenic Area are clearly Recreational and Conservative

in nature. This project is neither.

In summary, Sijerra Club-Mojave Group believes that an
Environmental Impact Report should be required for this
project”.

Responses:

1'

The Bureau of Land Management has reviewed the proposed
prospecting activities and recommends that due to
existing roads and the minimal surface disturbance
entailed, that a Negative Declaration is the
appropriate environmental document wils the addition of
mitigation measures 1, 2, and 3.

The proposed road js not anticipated to cross anay
Bureau of Land Management land. See Mitigation meaisure
number 3. The road is temporary and shall be
reclamated in accordance to Mitigation Measure number 2
upon termination of the permit.

The California Department of Fish and Game recommends
the adoption of a Negative Declaraticn with
implementation of five mitigation measureés which wili
be incorporated in the permit. Fish and Game did not
identify any unique, rare or endangered species i
animals or plants. )
The statement “interception of an aquifer by <ufs aad
excavations”™ s not contained within the Decarini
Project Descript®on or 1n any other part of tn2 fnirial
Study. Holes r encounter water w®ll be abandoned
using 2 <lay su.n as bentonite and displaced from
bottom £o top. The Reaional Water Quality Control
Board recommends 3 Neganive Peciiracion for tne
proposed pruospectingd.

Neither of the rtwo offices of the Bureau of Land
Management no. tne California Department ¢f Fish and
Game expressed concern ovér any plant species. See
Mitigation Measure number 1.

MINUTE PAGE 3
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The Bureau of Land Management, who manages the East
Mojave National Scenic Area, does not believe an
environmental impact report is required for the
proposed project. A primary management goal of the
Bureau of Land Managemént for the East Mojave National
Scenic Area is to "make the region a demonstration
showcase for multiple use management”.

Citizens for Mojave National Park:

Comments:

Y

1.

wpAn EIR is necessary for this proposed project. The
national significance of the East Mojave National
Scenic Area, the proposad Mojave National Park (in S
2061) and the BLM recommended Providence Mountains
Wilderness in WSA (Wilderness Study Area) 263 (also in
S 2061) is of overwhelming concern to us”.

wAn archealogical study aof the area is needed”.

"e are opposec tG any roadbuilding in WSAs, especially
the magnificent providence Mountains Wilderness Study
Area, a botanical and wildlife gem utterly
irreplacahle. The magnificent scenic gem of the
Providence Mouniains makes it mandatory that man not
interfere with this de facto wilderness”.

“The Environmental Impact Assessment Checklist is
woefully inadequate. Under d, Land Use, the proposal
will result in substantial alteration of the present
and planned land use of an area (bulldozing a road into
a de facto wilderness and recommended wilderness area)
will obviously preclude that area from wilderness
consideration by Congress. Ai.so, there is the
degradation of the fast Mojave National Scenic Area and
the proposed Mojave National Park".

"Under R, Aesthetics, nothing could be uglier than
mining roads and abandoned mininy operations. Can
there be anything to surpass the greed and destruction
that “"recreational miners”" duo?"

v“ynder S, Recreation, the impacts are obvious; any new
roads are fair game to ORV destruction, expansion and
degradation of this de facto wilderness”.

»ynder U, Mandatory Findings of Significance, aill four

areas should be checkea “yes". The project will -
o~viously degrade the quadity of the anvironment new

5% |
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roads in wilderness areas always degrade the wilderness
quality). The project obviousiy does have the
potential to degrade long term enviroamental goals such
as the quality of-the East Mojave National Scenic Area,
the Providente Mountains Wilderness, and the proposed
Mojave National Park. The project dces have impacts
which are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable®.

Responses:

1. The East Mojave “ational Scenic Area (EMNSA) and
Wilderness Study Area 263 is administered by the Bureau
of Land Management. Because of existing roads and the
minimal disturbance entailed, the Bureau of Land
Management believes the surface disturbance as being
too tittle to require an EIR. The Mojave National Park
is currently only proposed.

On July 15 and 16, 1978, Mr. H. Nelscn Leonard, thief
Archeologist for the San Bernardino County Museum

Association conducted an on-site reconnaissance of the

State section 16 for a mineral prospecting program

involving drilling for American {opper and Nickel Co.

Inc. The archeological site files of the San .

8ernardino County Museum and the California
Archeolcegical Sites Survey revealed one previously
recorded site - a small shelter cave located in the
southeast 1/4 of the scuthwest 1/4 of the northeast 1/4
of the northeast 1/4 of section 16. The only other
evidence of habitation noted during the visit were
small structures and a cabin associated with prospelts
and mines that are thought to be recent (within the
last fifty years). The recency of these mining sites
weighed against a determination that they a:ie
significant cultural resources, Mr. Leonard summnarized
that prospecting would not have 2 significant effect
upon cultural resources as long as the aforementioned
archeological site was avoided. He: recommended that if
the prospecting proves positive and mining proposad, a
complete archeological survey of the impact areas
should be an element of the environmental impact
raport. See Mitigation measure number 8.

See response number 1 and 2 to Sierva Club-Mojave
Group.
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See response number 1 and 2 to Sierra Club-Mojave
Group.

The construction and reclamation of a road adjacent to
the proposed suitable WSA 263, will not necessarily
preclude the area from wilderness consideration by
Congress, estimated to occur in the early 1990's.

See response number 2 to Sierra Club-Mojave Group.

Upon termination of the permit the drill sites and road
shall be properly abandoned and reclamated.

See response number 2 to Sierra Club-Mojave Group.

It is not anticipated that the pruposed prospecting
actijvities with the accompanying mitigaticn measures,
will have a significant effect on the environment. See
response number 6 to Sierra Club-Mojave Group.
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File Ref.: PRC $744.2
SCH% 85122308

March 24, 1985

INITLAL STUDY
INTRODUCTION

James W. Cole has applied. to the State Lands Commission for
amendment of the project description for one mineral
prospecting permit on State lands located in the Providence
Mountains of eastern San Bernardino County, California. Mr,
Cole who currently possesses a mineral prospecting permit for
geologic mapping, rock outcrop chip sampling, shallow soil
sampling, and geophysic 1 surveying, desires to drill favorable
areas outlined by his prospecting ef for-us.. Track mounted
rotary eguipment will be used to drill ten holes, 4 inches in
diameter up to 200 feet deep to explore for precious and other
valuable minerals. Mud pits are not required. because the
drilling medium will be compressed air. Construction of dr:ll
pads is not anticipated. Because the drilling rig is track
mounted, only 400 feet of new road construction is anticipated.
Total surface disturbance of the proposed activities shall not
exceed 0.1 acres and the maximum excavated volume is 185 cubic
yards.

The present two year permit will expire November 30th, 1985 dut
may be extended for one additicnal year.

This Initial Study consists of an environmental impact
assessment checklisr, information form response and maps.

STATE LANDS COMMISS [OM
Marsnh 19380

25 .19
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STATF LANDS ZOMMISSION

ENVIRONMEMTAL INPACT ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST — PART 1t
Form 13.20 (7/82) File Ref.;_PRC 5734.2

I. BACKGRCUND INFORMATION

a

A. Applicant: _Jomeg W, Cole
—£628 Noptheldge Doive
—Boulder City, Nevala-89005

Checklist Date: 0% / 2k / 86
Contact Pesson. Gregory J. Pelka, State Lands gcommigsion

Telephone: { 273 ) 590-520T
Purpose:_Prospect for preciors and other yaluahle minerals

Location: _Section T, Towmship TT North, Range Th Fast, SPM, San Bernardina

—County, I2 miles nartheast of Kelso

Oescrption. _App) eant will dr411 wp to ten-four inch diamstes holes to a maijrum depth
WWMW&MMMPQAL_

-rroject descrintion e .

Persons Centacted.

Boh Vernoy-Yi1dlife Biologiat Bass T, Henry : .
—Depariment, of Fish and Game DNepartzent of Parks und Recreation

_I5786 Tnyo Street . P.0O. Rox 2390
_Yinto.nvilla,_ce,...ﬁ%_ Sacramentq, Cf 95811

—BRill Collins Ianiel ¥, MeCarthy -
Buregu of Land Manasgement California #ichaealogical Ynvenidry
_T695 Spruce Street - University of California
Riverside, CA 92507 Riverside, €A 9252T.

1. ENVIRONMENTAL tMPACTS. (Explain all “yes” and “maybe’ answers)
A Larth. Wil the proposal resultin, Yes Kiaybe Mo
Unstable earth conditions or changes in geologic substructures®
. Disrupuions, displagements, compaction, or overcovering of the soil?.

3. Change in topography or ground surfcce relief feszures?

Changes i depoition or erovon af beacn saceds, o changes m altation, depasitioen 0: erosi0n wwhooh may
mothy, the chainel of O reet G 286 am or the bed of the occan or vy Ray, iniel o2 laae?

Exprterre of al peapde 08 preacrty 0 geclogn hasatds such 3y eartiaackes, latdshac}CAULRNDMR RAGE:!.
farlure, OF sumilar B wids? R . .
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8 .iir Wil the proposal result n- Yes Maybe No

i Substantal arr emmussions 0 detenuration of amientar quality? .. Lo ae e .LJ [ _l l x;
2. The creation of objectionable cdors? e ok senmamecessems = waw [_-{ l lxi
. 3. Alteraticn of air movement, moisture or temperature, or any change 1n chimate, eaher locally or reqionaily?
C. Wuarer Wiltzthe proposal result in?
1 Chanyes in the currents, or the course or direction of water muvements, in esther, manie or fresh waters?
Chanies i absorptiun rates, drainage patterns, or.the rate and amount of surface wates runaff?. ., .. .

Aiterations to the course or liow ¢f fluod waters? . R e iaes e

Y
[ S, [ I

2.
3.
4. Change in the-amount of surface water in any *wvater body? e eens e [ .-
s,

Oischarge nto surface waters, or 10 any altesanon of surface water quality, including but not imited to
temiperature, dissolved ¢ xygen or turtndity? . e -

Alteration of the direct on or rate of {low of grountd waters? . . e .

Change in the quantity of ground waters, esther through direct additions 6r wathdrawals, or through inter
ception of an ayuifer by cuts or excavations? . e e e . .. ..

8. Suhstantial reduction n the amount of water otherwise avanlable for pubhc viater suppls?
9. Exposuie of people o1 praperty to water-related hazards such 3s flooding o tdal wave
10 Swpulicant changes i the iemperatuse, Hicw ot chemical content of surface'thermal s _.7.
Plant 132 VOl the proposal te<ult .

1. Change  the chversity of species, or number of any species ot plants {inctuthng trecs, shrubs, yjrass, czops,
and aguatic piants)? . e T TR T

2 Reduction of the numbers of any ynique, rare or endangerest specias of plants?. .

3. Introduction of new soecies 3 plants 1nto an area, or in 3 bariier-to the normal replenishment of existing

SPeCies? L ... . cce - mren wwceemes-amaee- ke mvecesessearmenmse- e

4 Reduction in acreaye of aay agriculteral crop?
nenal Life Will the proposal resultin”

1 Change in the diversity of species, or umbers of any species ot anunals . (birds, land ammals mchuling
epuiles, fish and shelitish, bentluc otgamisms, inyects)? I . . . .

Reduction of the numbnegs 0f any utague, tare 0 endangesed species of anmals?

Inteoduction of aew species of anmals into an area, 97 result 10 a barner to the nugration or moveient of
anunals? . P e e C e ke e mwe e maax

3 Detenation to exastinyg hish ar wildlde habistar?

Nonve Wil ihe pruposdat result i,

1 {ocreme n existing noise fevels? .

2. Exposure of people 1o severe nose tevels?

Laehe and Glare 012 ot DHOD0saE resuit

1 The jnoduction of newv ught 3¢ glase*

Lamd Usee WY the proposal result in

1. A-substontial alteratic of the present o planned land use ofan arza?
Nutural Resonrees, Wil the proposal sesussee

1 Increaccan the tite of use of amy mdtirat imsautces?

2 Substantial deptetion of any noneen-seable tesquecs

—
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3. Rekouf Umes, Daes the groposal resulting Yas Maybé No

1. A nisk of an exploston or the retease of hazardous subistances (including, but not limited 10, oil. pesticides, 7
chemucals, or radiation) in the event of an accident or upset conditions? . . . 1%,

2. Possible interference with emergency respunse plan or an emergincy evacuation plan?
Populution. Will the proposal resultin:

1 The alteration, distribution, density, of growth rate ot the human population of the area?
Hensing, Wil the pr.uposal result in?

1 Alfecting existing housing, ov create 3 demand for additional housing? ... ....
Transportation|Circulution. Wili the proposal resultin:

1. Generation of substanrial-additional vehicular movement?. . .

Alfecting exssting parking facilities, or create a demand far new parking?

Substantial impact upon existing transportation systems?

Alteraticns to waterbarne, rail, or airtraffic? . . ......-. .o

2.

3.

4. Alterations to present patterns of circulation or movement of.people and/or goods? e
5.

6.

Increase in traffic hazards to motor vehicles, bicyclists, or pedestrians? . A

Public Services, Wil the-proposal have an effect upon, of result in 3 need for new or altered governmental
services in any of the following arcas:

1. Fire protection?

2. Palicn protection?

3. Schoons? ... ...

4. Parks ani) other recreational facilities?

5. Masnterzance of public facuities, including roads?. .. ..

6. Other quvernmental services?

Energy. Wil the proposal resull i

1. Use of substantial amounts of fuel of encrgy?

2. Substantial increase m derind upon existing sources of energy, ot tequire the development of newsousces? .
Uulities. Wil the proposal 7ssult in 3 need for new tystems, or substantial alterations to the following utihities.

1. Power or natural gas’. NN

b

2 Commusication systems?

d mad bmn o e bee

3. Water?

-

'

4. Sewer or septic tanks?

5 Stonn water diainage?

]

3. Soba waste and disposal?

P

——

Human Health, Will the proposal result .n:

1. C:eauon of any health hazard or potential heaith hazard (exctudmgmentat health)? ... ... cvenenn [3

2. Expuswre of peonle 1o potential health hazards? . .. D E .
Aesthetics Will the proposal result in:

1 The olslruction 0 ANy SCeMe visty OF virw open to the public, o wall the propasal feswt o the creation ol
an aesthietically oftenave site open 1o pubbic view? P . .

Recteatton Wil the proposal result m

1 Ao umpact upon e gquality 91 quantity of pxanting e e ational oppertumties? CALENDAR - PAGE
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T Coliural Lesoucces, Yes Maybe No

1. Will the proposal result sn the alteration of or the disisuction of 3 prefustonc or histonc archeological site? . [__] [._ ] l xi

2. Will the proposal result in adverse physical or aesthet:c effects to a prehistonic or histonc duilding,

‘ structure, or object?. . .. El [_:] lxl

4. Does the proposal have the potential to cause 3 physical change which would affect unique ethnic cultural

values? . . L._'

4. Will the proposai restrict exicting religious of sacred us [

[ 1%
1
i
U. Mandasesv Fudings of Significance.

1. Doesz the project have the potential to degiade the quality of the environment_reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a tish or wildlife population to drop helow self sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate
a plant or anim.af commumity, reduce the number or restnict the range of a rare or enda‘r;\Dgcred plant or
ammal or el-minate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory?. ... .

2. Does the roject have the potential to achieve short-term, to the disadvantage of long-term, environmental
goals? . .. ’

3. Does the project have impacts which are individually hmited, but cumuiatively considerable? . . ... .....

4. Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adveise. effects on human beings,
either dhirectly orindirectly? .. ... oo Cee -

i11. DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION {See Comments Attached]

See attached detailed project description, discussion of envircnmental
evaluation, and project environmental data.

1V. PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION

On the bass of this inctial evaluation”

{ ] 1 tind the proposed project COULD NOT havé a segnificant effect on th:e enviromiment, and a NEGATIVE BECLARATION ~ali
be prepared. ' '

N 1 find that although the proposed project could have a significuat effect on the envitonment, there will not be a sigmluzadit etfect
in this case because the ~ihgation measures descobed on an attached sheet have been added to the project. A NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be piépared.

z ‘ { find the proposed project MAY -have 3 significant cffect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL INPACT REPORT
15 regqued .

Dates OB f O% [ S6 .):J{‘\u’.f‘ﬂlfﬁ
For the Si,\‘}t' L.ud




PRC 6744.2

DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

James W. Cole was issued a two year Prospecting Permit December
1, 1984 by the State Lands Commission to prospect for precious
and other valuable minerals on 640 acres of State school land
described as Section 16, Township 11 North, Range 14 East, SBH,
Ssan Bernardino County, 12 miles northeast of Kelso. The permit
allowed the applicant to conduct geologic mapping, rock chip
sampling, shallow soil sampling, and geophysical surveying.
Subsequent work involving these prospecting activities has
provided encouraging assay results. A request has been
submitted to .amend the prospecting permit to include drilling
so that the Permittee may prospect the subsurface to confirm
earlier assays and attempt to delineate an orebody.

The Permittee proposes to drill ten holes, four inches in
diameter using a Gill Bettle 125-58 track mounted rotary drill.
The drilling medium will be compressed air provided by an
Ingersol Rand 750 compressor. Holes will be drilled dry with
discharge of sample material through a ‘cyclone and splitter
with approximately 20% of the material retained in sample bags
for analysis. Drill hole locations and access routes are shown
as accurately as possible considering present known data, in_
Exhibit B. No holes are planned for a depth greater than 200
lineal feet. Hole inclinat’ions will be established by in-field
examination of exact target location and positioning of drill
rig, but holes will be drilled as close to vertical as
possible. Holes that are drilled dry shall be backfilled with
cuttings upon completion of the cuttings analysis. Holes that
encounter water will be abandoned using a clay such as
bentonite and displaced from bottom to top. The maximum
excavated volume for the ten holes is 6 cubic yards.

Topographic relief of the parcel, coupled with the capabilities
of a track mounted drill rig, permits access to most drill
sites by walking the rig over the terrain. However,
construction of approximately 400 feet of new roads is required
to gain access to some drill sites, as shown in Exhibit B. The
roads shall be cut to an ecight foot width with a Cat D-€ or
D-7. The maximum area of surface disturbance due to road
construction shall be less than one tenth of an acre. The
maximum excavated volume shall be approximatelv 178 cubic
yards. Construction of drill pads is not anti.ipated.

CALENDAR PAGE
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The -drilling of each hole wil
Because the holes will be dri
hammer, the only majo
compressor. Accessory equipment inclu
trucks to transport a
people. The base camp
trailer in Kelso or Cima,
will not be required.

1 require approximately two days.
lied with a down hole air driven
r noise wiX¥l be from the diesel powered
des two four wheel drive
drill and engineering crew of four
£6r the drilling program will be a
therefore camping on the property

' ‘ 2
CALENDAR PAGE i 5.26
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PRC 6744.2
ITI. Discussion of Envigonmental Evaluation

A 2. Disruption, displacement, compaction, and
overcovering of the soil will occur in. the vicinity
of the drill sites.

An increase in wind and water erosion of the
disturbed soil may take place during wind and rain
storms at the dridl sites. .

The operating drill rig will temporarily increcase
the existing noise levels.

Based on information from Daniel McCarthy of the Caiifornia
Archeological Inventory, an archeological site survey of the
project area performed by a qualified archeclogist would be
apprcpriate prior to approving the amended permit so as to
avoid any impacts on prehistoric and historic archeological

sites.

To avoid any impacts to Sumnmit Spring located in the south half ‘
of the northwest quarter of the section, no drilling will occur
within 600 feet of the spring.

The project site is located within the East Mojiave National
Scenic Area managed by the Bureau of Land #anagement under
multiple use management as reflected in the California Desert
Plan.

!cagsncaa?ass
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Environmental Setting

Describe the project sité as it exists before commencement
of the project. Include information such as topography,
soil stability, plants and animals, and any cultural,
historical or scenic aspects. Describe any existing
structures on the site, the use of the structures, and
whether they will be retained or removed.

Describe the surrounding preoperties. 1Include information
such as topography, soil stability, plants and animals, and
any cultural, historical or scenic aspects. Indicate the
type of land use and intensity of land use of the area:

Include a statement of the proposed ligquid, solid or
gaseous waste disposal methods necessary for the protection
and preservation of existing land and water uses.

1 & 2. The project site covers moderately rugged desect
mountain terrain in the Providence Mountains, within
the East Majave National Scenic Area, with elevations
reaching a maximum of 5,300 fect above sea level.
Annual rainfall in the area is approximately 5 inches.
Temperature ranges from 0 to 120 degrees F.
Occasionally snow will occur in winter months. Summit
springs provides a moderate water source for cattle,
wildlife and birds. One shaft, several short adits and
prospect pits argc located within the section. No
structures are known to exist on the project site.

The project site is situated in an area of stable soil
envirenment and moderatsz topographic change, with
plants and animals typical of the East ilojave National
Scenic Area. No threatefted or endangered plant species
have been identified in the area of the project.

The project is situated in an area of San Bernarcino
County which has had a long and =xtensive history of
Mineral Exploration. The ini*" -1 mineral :.discoveries
in the area were made in 1854 ‘Thce second period of
extensive explcration and prospecting began about 1505
and continued through to 1918. A third period of
exploration began with the depression of the 1930's and
an increase in the price of gold in 1933.

CALENDAR PAGE 3_5'_%_%3_
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All work will be undertaken in compliance with State
and Federal regulations with utmost consideration to
environmental aspects and utilizing proper engineering
practices.

The proposed prospecting activities will not require
any liquid, solid or gaseous waste disposal methods
necessary for the protection and preservation of
existing land and water uses. -

B

£5 29
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SECTION C: ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

All phases of a project, such as planning, acquiSition, development and operation, shall be considered vshen esaluating
its impact on the environment. Pleaze answer the following questions by placing a check i the appropriate box.
Discuss all items checked *yes' or “maybe’ on additional sheet(s}.

Will the project involve:

1.

’ statements cuntained above on the attached application form and n.h(-.d exhibits > - .true and correct to the bast of ray

A changei m existing features of any bays, tldeh-nds beaches, 1akes or hI"S or
substantial alteration of around cuntours?

A change in scenic views from existing residential areas ar public lands or roads?. . .
A char.;gﬁfs’ﬁitis:n,.sgllz'br character of the general area of the préiect?: s
Significant effecton plant'or animallife?. v vvreeneeearocaceacsonnmens
Significant amounts of solidwaasteorhittes? . . .o v ce e v acans

A charge in dutt, ash, smeke, fumes or odoss in the vicinity?. .. ... oo eee ot

A change in ocean, bay, lake, stream cr greund water quality or quanmy, or an
aimr.ng of existing drainage patterns? . . P A

A change in existing agise or vibration lc:(cl/si.n thevicinity? . . . coveeeneennn.
A rn e LrrSes
Construction on filled land or on 2 slope of 10 percentormare? .. .. .. ..

Use or dispnsal of potentially hazardous materials such as taxic or radiocactive
substances, flammables or expiosives?

A chang: in Jemand for municipal services {e.g., police, fite, water, sewage)?
Increase in fossil fuel cansumpuon {e.q., electeicity, all, natueal §ash?

Alarger projectoraseries cf Projects? ..o v i it i iecn et asanaarersoncan

YES MAY2Z

A)(:/’:;ff/.-)/yv'a’ 12294 /‘:?:.f//‘; e ;ecs}.»a‘-f

Slgnature and Certification

wledge and behief and aee submutted ender penalty of perjury.

.2 . -
Applicaat: Lt é‘) L& Applicant:
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AMENDMENT TO EXHIBIT "A"
OF PROSPECTING PERMIT PRC 6744.2

The prospecting activities allowable under this amendment shall
be those described in the ‘Detailed Project Description’ of
Negative Declaration EIR ND 404, SCH #85122308 issued for the
amendment of this permit, in addition to those prospecting -
activities described in Exhibit "A" of the permit. ’

The mitigation measures for the State parcel consist of the
following:

1. Accéss across the terrain with the track mounted drill rig
shall be conducted in such a manner as to avoid undue
degradation of the soil, vegetation, and wildlife. The
track mounted drill rig shall negotiate the proposed 400
feet of new proposed road with the minimum of clearing and
grading required. During grading, the tepsoil shall bpe
removed and stockpiled and spread over the disturbed
surface upon backfilling.

Permittee shall reclamate all drill sites and access roads
to the extent feasible. Drill holes shall be propearly
abandoned in accordance with the procedurs outlined in the

detailaed projiect description. All grading performed for
the proposed access route shall be backfilled and
recontoured to the original topography to the extent
feasibie.

Access to the State section wiil be along an existing way
south of tha Globe Mine Road in Section 9, T. 11 H, R. 14
E. This section is also within the North Providencs
Wilderness Study Area. Should upgrading of this road or
any other surface disturbance be required on Bureau lands,
the operator will contact the Needles BLM office at (6517}
326-3896 prior to any work being initiated.

The access ruvad and drill hole sites shall be inspected to
determine if burrowing animals are present and would be
adversely affected. If potential impdcts could occur,
prospecting activities shall be located where berrows and
wildlife would not be adversely affected. The project
operator should specifically avoid burrowing areas of the
desert tortoise, a Stat~ protected species.

2
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Diversion of the natural flow or :hanges in the channel,
bed or banks of any river, stream, ov lake: -will require
notification to the Department of Fish anii Game as called
for in the Fish and Game Code. This not#fication (with
fee) and the subsequent agreement must b& completed prior
to initiating any such changes. Notificatdion should be
made after the project is approved by the lead agency.

To avoid any impacts to Summit Spring, no drilling shall
occur within 600 feet of the spring.

Should groundwater be encountered during drilling, the
Department of Fish and Game shall be promptly notified as
to the location and depth of such groundwater.

Permittee shall avoid any operations within the southeast
1/4 of the southwest 1/4 of the northeast 1/4 of the
northeast 1/4 of Section 16, due to a recorded
archeological site consisting of a small sheiter cave and
jesper flakes.

Should the proposed prospecting prove positive and mining
proposed, a complete archeological survey of the impact
areas will be an element of the environmental impact
report.

In the event that prenistoric/historic artifacts and/or
features of Native American manuvacture/origin are located
during ground disturbance, the local Native American
community shall be advised and consulted.

If human remains are unearthed, all subsurface activity
shall be suspended until the coroner has examined the
remains. If the <inhumation/cremation is deterzined to be
of Native American origin the coroner shall inform the
Native American Heritage Commission who will assist in a
timely and dignified fashion in the protection and
preservation of the burial(s) and all associated grave
goods. .

Parragraph 29 of the permit is amended to read as follows:

Prior to the issuance of amended prospecting permit PRC 6744.2,
Permittee shall furnish, and maintain until released by the
State, a bond in the sum of $10,000.00 and in favor of the
State for its exclusive use and benefit, guaranteeing the
faithful performance by Permittee of the terms and conditions
of This permit. Thiis requirement shall be separate from any
other bonding provi:sions of the Public Resources Code and the
regulations of the State.

MINUTE.PAGE
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These Amendments to Exhibit "A" shall be effective from and
after December 1, 1986 and shall prevail over any other
provisions of this permit which are contrary or jnconsistent
with the provisions hereof. The term of this permit as
specified under Paragraph 1 shall be extended for 1 year
beginning December 1, 1986.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
STATE LANDS COMMISSION

W W THONPSON, Chief
Extractive Development Program

PERMITTEE

By:

Address

Tity and State
Approved as to form:
JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP
Attorney General, State of California

By:

Deputy Atiorney General
ROBERT G. CCLLiWNS
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