CALEMNDAR ITEM

1 12/19/85%
€18 W 40463 ‘PRC 6930

Pelka
APPROVAL OF a PROSPECTING PERMIT FOR MINERALS OTHER THAN
OIL, Gas, GEOTHERMAL RE$OURCE3, SAND anD GRAVEL,
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

APPLICANT: United States Borax and
Chemical Cdrporatiqn
3075 Wilshire Boulévard

Los Angeles, California 90010

PROPOSED AUTHORIZATION:
Approval of a prospecting permit fop two years
to prospect for borate and other valuable
minerals, other than oil, gas, geothermal
resources, sand and gravel on 640 acres of
land, more or less, located in San Bernardino

County,

CONSIDERATION: Filing fee of $25, Processing fee of $250 and
an acreage deposit of $640,

TYPE OF LAND AaND LOCATION:
State school land - Section 16, TIsn R7E, sBM,
San Bernardino County, approximately 15 miles
northwest of Baker,

PROPOSED PROJECT:
The applicant per an amended project
description, proposes to conduct exploration
for borate minerals by drilling three holes,
six inches in diameter, up to 2000 feet deep,
The holes will be drilled with a truck mounted
mud rotary drill rig such as a Failing 1110 op
& truck mounted air rotary rig which would
utilize a truck mounted air commpressor,
Drilling fluid pits would not be utilizad with
&n air rotary rig. Orilling fluid if renuired,
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CALENDAR ITEM N0.C 18 (CONT'D)

wiil be contained within the piks and allotw i
to dry before burial when the pits areé back
filled. Drill holes penetrating water beiring
rocks will be abandoned by cementing a pluy
above the water zone and backfilling the hole
with dri1l cuttings.

There will not be any new road construction,
The existing dirt road will be cleared arnd
smoothed with a grader but not widened. {The
drilling activities will be located on the
existing dirt road, FaJorable geological and
mineralogical data obtained from the three
drill ‘holes may lead to further exploration on
the northern half of the section under a future

amended application.
A

Any proposed activity not authorized by this
permit wil) not proceed wikhout prior appivyal
of a project amendment processed pursuant to.
the requirements of CEQR. If commercial mining
operations are proposed, appropriate
environmental documentation .will be prepaw:d
and certified prior to issuing a mineral
extraction lease. .

The primary term of a Prospecting Permit is two

years. The Commission may, in its discretion,
) extend the term for one additional year,
ROYALTY: Royalty pavable under the permit shall be

20 percent of the gross value of the minerals

secured from the permit area and sold, or

otherwise disposed of or held for sale or otlier

disposition.

‘ ) ! 1. Required statutory filing fee, expense
el - deposit and acréage deposit have been
g submitted by the applicant.

v
.

~_ G . Suhiject parcel is nut known to contain a

0. " . PREREQUISITE ITEMS:
é%% o > PX iQ :
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AN commercially valuable deposit of minerals.
h Royalty payable under any preferential
lease issued shall not be less then ten
percent of the gross value of all myneral
production from the leased lands, less any
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CALENDAR ITEM No.: 13 (chnr'p)

charges approved by the Commissior, made or
incurred with resgect to transporting or
processing the Stave's royalty share of
production. The determination of said
royalty and charges shall be at the
discretion of the Commission and set fForth

in said lease,

STATUTORY REFERENCES:
A. P.R.C.: Div. 6, Section 6891,

B cal. Adm. Code: Tikle 2, Section 2200,

AB 884: 01/19/86.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
- .- Pursuanpt to the Commission's delegation, of
authority and the Stato CEQA Guidelinas
(14 Cal. Adm. Gode 1502%), the staff nags

repared and circulated for public vi
Srqggsed Nggatgué Declaratgog identggiggwag
EIR ND 389, State Clearinghouse 85051307
Pursuant to the provicions of the CEQA. A
copy of this anvironmental document is,

r

atftached as Exhibit "¢,

\
LYy

Based upon the initial study, the proposed
Negative Declaration,, and the comments
received ip response thereto, there is no
substantial evidence that the project will
have a significant effect on the
environment (14 Cal. Adwm. Code 15674 (b) ;.

Pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6895, upon
establishing to the satisfaction of the
Commission that commercially.valuable
deposits of minerals have been dis¢overed
within the limits of the permit, the
applicant would have a preferential right
to a lease for g maximum of *60 acres
embraced within the permit. Said right
shall be cubjeét to all necessary
environmental approvals. The issuance of
the permit shall not affect the discretion
of ne Commission in granting or deaying
such lease because of environmental
- considerations,
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3. Permit shal l provide for a performance Hond
of $10,000 in favor of thé State.

RnPROUALS OBTAINED:

Pursuant to- P.R.C. Section 6890, the subject
permit application and forim Waue been approved
by the Officé of the Attorney Gensral as to
Egmp%iancv with the applicable prouisnons of

e law

¥ EXHIBITS: A. Land Description.

B.. Site 'fMap.
C. Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSTION:

CERTIFY THAT A NEGATIUVE DEFLARATION EIR ND 389, STATE
CLEWRINGHOUSE 85051307, WAS ‘PREFARED FOR THIS PROJECT

PURSUANT TO THE PROUIQIONS Of THE CEQA AND THAT THE
COMMISSION HNG REVIEWED AND ‘CONSIDSRED THE. INFORMATION

CONTAINED THEREIN. THE PROTECT SHALL INCLUDE THIS
PROSPECTING PERMIT AND ANY ENTENSION THE COMMISSION MAY
GRANT IN ITS DESCRETION FOR THE SAME PROJECT DESCRIBED IN
THE PERMIT. ANY EXYENSION SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE YEAR.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS PROPOSED, WILL NOT HAUWE A

'SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON ThE :NUIRONMENT

DETERMINE THAT THE LANDS DESCRIBFO IN THE PERMLIT ARE NOT
PRESENTLY KNOWM TO CONTAIN COMMERCIALLY VALUABL: DEPOSITS

2F MINERALS,

AUTHORILZE THE ISSUANCE OF THE PROSPECTING PERMIT TO UNITED
'STATES BORAX AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION +OR A TERM OF TWO

YEARS, FOR ALL MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, GEOTHERMAL

‘RESOURGES, SAND AND ‘GRAVEL ON SECTION 16, TJSN R7E, SBM,

can BERNARDINO COUNTY, CONTAINING RPPROXIMRTE'Y 640 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS; IN RCCOKUQNC& WITH THE STANDARD FORM- OF
PERMIT, ROYRLTY PAYABLE UNDER THE PERMIT SHALL BE

20 PECENT. ROYALTY PAYABLE UNDER ANY PREFERENTIAL LEASE
ISSUFD UPON THE DISCOVERY OF COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSITS

”I“I‘\ [l ¥ e o

‘OF MINERAL3 SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN TEN PERCENT OF THE GROSS

VALUE OF ALL MINFRAL PRODUCTION FROM THE LEASED LANDS, LESS
ANY CHARGES APPRWED BY THE COMMISSION MADE OR [NCURRED
WITH RESPECT TO TRANSPORTING OR PROCESSING THE STATE'S
ROYALTY SHARE OF PRODUCTION. THE DETERMINATION OF SAID
ROYALTY AND CHARGES SHALL BE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
COMMISSION.
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EXHIBIT "A"
LAND DESCRIPTION © W 40453

A parcel ,of |Catifornia State school lands in San Bernardino County,

L)

California, described as follows:
Section 16, T15N, R7E, SBM.
END OF DESCRIPTION

. PREPARED JULY. 16; 1935, BY BOUNDARY SERVICES UNIT, M. L. SHAFER, SUPERVISOR .. .
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\‘//P;gjéé: Proponent:
| E//'/

; /2{‘{13Projec: Lncations  Section 16, T,15 H., R.7 .
3 -of Baker...San Bernardins. Coun

and ﬂa“’,m

“;‘:
l,- »*

t [ Gr~ee by

EXIBIT "¢

PROPLIED HEGATIVE . DECLARATION

EIR ND 389
File Ref,: W 40463

SCH{: 85051307

tinaril Proépecting~?e:mih,— Southern Avawatz Movyfitaing

'

United Staces .Borak and- Cherdcal Corporaticy

M., approximately 15 miles northwest

, 5.5,
(.23
L Y

- .

¥ ;?raject Description: The appiiéang‘vi;l“d;ilxﬁup to three exp;ora;é:ychp;g§;;six inches
in diazeter, up to a maximum depth of 2,000 feec, to explore for
borrate minerals, '

“ Contdct Person:.

This document is

Ted T, Fukushinosz

prepared pursuant to the requirexents of

Telephane:

|
the Califomiz Exvizoumental

Quality dct(Section 21000 et seq., Public Rescurces Code), the Staze CEQA Geidelinea{Sontion

» 15000 et seq., Title 14, -Lfalifornia Admindstracive Cade),

end the State Lands Lonmisaton ra-

gulaticay(Section 2201 et geq., Title 2, Cdlifornia‘Adminict:acive~Coge).

[Bagied. upos the actached
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File Ret'.: W 40463

SCH 85073115
MITIGATION MEASURES

PROPOSED FOR INCORPORATION INTO THE PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Upon completion of the prospeccing project all drill holes
shall be restored vo their original naturai conditicn to
the extent feasible.

Each drill tole site should be inspected to determine if
burrcwing animals are present and would be .adversely
affected. If potéjitial impacts could occur, pruspecting
activicies should lie lo¢ated where burrcws and wildid fe
would not be adversely affected. Y
§ -
Thie project opératpr should spectfically avoid butrowing
areas of the degett; tortoise, a State-protected specias,
Rules and regulations regavding prctection of desert
tortoise should be aistributed to ‘employees. - - =~ &'
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File Ref.: 'W 40463
scH 85051307

COMMENTS RECEIVED ON INITIAL STUDY AND BESPONSES TO'
COMMENTS PER Ali AMENDED PRCJECT DESCRIPTION

The attached Initisl Study was circulated for veview and
comment for the subject State Section 16. Babed on respofises
to che Initial Study, U.S. Borax smended their project )
description., The amenced vroject descriptior includes drilling
only three holes. instead of the original six that were
planned. The three holes up to six inches in diametetr up to
2000 feet deep, will be drilled on the existing girt roaw,,
therefote no drill site pad eéxcavacion will be pecessary. MNo
new tiad construction will be performed, theteéioré the
previcusly planhed 8000 feet of new toads will not bé g%@gvateﬂ.
t
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Department of Ttansportation

Couments:
20adle]

 war—

"I¢ does not appear that this project will have an impact
on the trangportation system: A Megative Declaratiosn would
be appropriate for out needs.'

Response:
None required.

Native American Heritage Commission

Comments.:

WIf ih fact a cultural resoirce survey has indicated that
this project will not impact Netive American cultural .
resources, then it would seem from the Commissioun's
‘stgndpﬂint;shat,a Negative Deélaration (MD) would be in
order. .

An archaeological record search performed by the Eastern
Information Centsr of the California Archaeological
Inventory at the University of California at Riverside
revealed that there are no archaeological sites recorded on
the section or in the surrounding vicinity. In . iditionm,
no comments were teceived from the Serrano and Luiseno
Indian tfibes on the Initial Study mailed to them for
review and comment.

Deriartment of Fish and CGame

Cpments:

Iy gecordance with the intent and purpose of the
California Endangeved Speciés Act, we have determined the
propesed project will not jeopardize the concinued
existance off any Si:ate-designated threatened or endangered
plant or animal,

1f the following measures were includec as Conditions of

any permit, we could concur with the adoption of &

Mitigated Wegative Declaration:

1. Upon completion of the prospecting proiect all driil
holes shall be restored to tfheir original natural
condition to the extent feasible.




Each drill lole gite should be inspected to déteraing
if burrowing animals are present and would 'be
adversely affected. If pocteatlal impacts could occur,
prospecting activities shiould be locuted where burrows
and wildlife would not be adveérsely arfected.

‘The project owerator should specifically avoeld
burrowing arcas of the desert tortoise, a
State-protected species. Rules and regulations
regarding protection of desert tortoise should be
distributed to employees.

The project sponsor should be adviseéd that diversion
of the natural flow or changes in the channeél, bed, or
banks of any river, stream, OT lake will require
notification tec thé Department of Fish and Game as
called for in the Fish and Game Code. This,
notification (with fee) and-the~sﬁbs¢quénh agreensgnt.
must bé completed prior to initiating &ny such
changes. Notificaticn should Be mdde aftér the
project iscapprovec by the lead dgency." |

i ]
.

Respoases:

1.
2.
, 3 L

See Mitigation Measure -number 1.

See: Mitigation Meisure dumber 2.

The applicant will be :advised of the provisions of
Fish and Game Codé 1603. In addition, any permit
issued by the Commission requires any applitant to
receive and cooply with all other laws, regulacioons
_and permit condicionms.

County .of San Bernardino

Corments:

1.

!

The detailed project description describes creation of
8000 feet of new roads, 1200 cubic yards of excavation
for drilling, and possibie mud pits Does this mecet
the State lining and Reclamation Aét_criteriat If
not, we would suggest that dddi%iornal reclamation
measures be required. Ve are particularly cotcerned
with the creation of new easily prssable Troads.

As you may be aware, new roads often create access to
ORV's whom pteviously were prevém.ed from Chese

areas. What provisjons are proposed to mitigate any
potential impacts by creating new access to the




.

uniiamed canyon which enters the northwest

orner of
Section 16% What sensitive resources ekxist’?

1
‘
&
¢

The County would recommend a records seaxcl to
establish the potential for Cultural Resources. Tom
our experience, it appears likely that repou%ces may
occur in the impediate area, particularly morthwest of
the project site.

Our concern for incrcased access and impacts to
surrounding lands is, in part, basedfugéﬁ existing
Wilderness Study Area status (WSA 221A) of thé area.
Impairment and/or physical improvements, iacluding
roadways could affect pendihg Copgressional X

¢ - » Lot e N
‘decisions., A diéscussion of the Land Use and Plenning

implications should be included in your asséssment.

State lLands may wish to cc#iisider additional .
mitigations to lessen potuntial impacts. These could
include: npo road comstruction, revegétation of
disturbed areas, no changes. tl existing drainage
patterns, ett. At times, thes} type$ of conditisdns
have proven beneficial to ‘the touaty."

Responses:

1.‘

Refer to amended project déscription. The
construction of the 8000 fect of new reads under the
original project description was exempt under the
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act Chapter 9, Seérion
2714 (2), "Excavations or grading for onsite
construction."

Refer to amended project description. No new roads
will be constructed.

See response to Native American Heritage Commission
comment.

Refer to amended project description. Mo new roads
will be constructed. See Environmental Tmpact
Assessment Checklist ~ Part II. The Buteau of Land
Man~gement approved a  .& of Operations for U.S.
Dorax on March 14, 19> for their surrounding federal
claims contained in Sections 8, 9, 10, 15, 17, 20, 21
and 22, .

Refer to amended project description, See response
number 3 to Department of Fish and Game.

1
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. MAILING LIST - LETTERS
W 40463

U.S. Borax & Chemical Corporation
P. O. Box 75128, Banford Station
Los Angeles, CA 90075

iSan Bernardino Co. Plaoning Dept.
. . Attn: Fred Hinshaw
., 385 torth Arrowhead Avenue
| San Bernardino, CA 9%415-0130

. San Manuel Reservation
Attn: Heanry Duro, Chairperson
5771 Norrh Victoria Ave,
Highland, CA 82546

Tweaty Nine Palis Reservation
Attn: Dean Mike, Spokesman
2116 A"

Bellinghaa, WA 98225

gantherine S. Saubeo
P. 0, Box 373
*, Banning, CA 92220

L]
.




MAILING LIST - MEWM S
W 40463

Regional Water Quality

Lontrol Board ,

Lahonton Repgion (6)

Roy C. Hampson, Execytive Officer
2092 Lake Tahoe Boulsvard

P.0. Box 9428 S
South Lake Tahoe, California as5731

Departnent of ' s & Reerestion
Attn: James V. N

P.0. Box 2390

Sacrawento, CA 9581}

~ Departmcag of Transportation
RN . District ‘ ‘
7" “Aten: Robert Pote
o 247 Yest Third Street
Y ¢ San Bernardino, CA 52403
FR\Y \
‘ Native American Heritage ‘Commission
oo e Attni loretta Allen
Do ” 915 Capitol Mall, Room 288
o Sacramento, CA 95814

)

<

'‘0Office of Histgric Preservation
Hens Kreutiberg
P.0. Box 2390
Sacravento, CA 95811
Dept. of Fish and Game
Fred A. Wotthley, Jr.,
" Regional Manager
o 245 W. Broadway, Suite 350
Long Beach, CA™ 90802

. Dept. of Health
Peter Rank
714 "P" Street, Room 1253
. SHderamento, CA 9581%

Air Resources Board
Ann Geraghty

1131 S Strect
Sacramento, CA 95814

AtGorney General's Office i
Robert Collins, Ceputy Attorney Genewresd
358¢C Wilshire Boulevard, 6fth Floo:

Los Angeles, CA 90010

o 88 I3

LA N0, an o .
b, 355977
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Dennis O'Bryant

Depertrment of Conservation
Eiivironmental Program Coordinasor
1416 Ninth Street, Poom 1326-2
Sgeramento, CA 95814

Robart Tharratt
Dept. vf Fish and Game
1616 Ninth Street

&jﬂ”Sacramento, CA 95814

~ f

¥ Joan: Jurancich o
. State Water Resourdes Coritrol Bodwd
Divifion of Water Quality

P, 0. Box 100

Sacramento, California ‘95801

"
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Tile Ref.: W 40463
scH#: 85051307

June 19; LY85

INITIAL STUDY
INTRODUCTION

United States 3dorax and Chemical Corporation has applied to the
State Lands Commission for a prospecting permit on State lands
1ocated in the Silver Lake Mining District, 15 miles northwest
of Baker, In northern San Bernardino County, Califogpania. The
proposed project consists of drilling up toO six expleratory
holes, six inches ift diameter, up €O a maximum depth of 2000
feet to explore for Yorate minerals. -

The peramit when issued, is for a two—-year period and may be
exteuded for a maximum of one years

This initial study conslsts of an'environmental impeact

assessment checklist, information form response, and maps.

.

STATE LANDS COMMLSSION
June 1985
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VI-40463

APPLICATION for PROSPECTING PERMIT

U.S, BORAX and GHEMICAL CORPORATION

SAN BERNARCING COUNTY

JUNE 1985
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=y HIBIT "B°
RED FASE LAKE
and BAKER, CALIFORNIA
15' USGS
QUADRANGLES
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STATE LANDS COMIAISSION
\‘;} i

o LENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSIAENT CHECKLIST - PART 1 . "
Farm 13,20 (7/82) File Ref.. W LOUDH3

»

. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

0

A, Apphéent. 1Inited Stntes Borpx and. Chemiecal Coroo:-z_zj.i:on
PN 9n7'7=T°Q' Cornfrayp] Qbadd
los Angeleg, CA 90075

Checklist Date: __ 08 / 19” 1 85

Contact Pcrson;_rﬁegw_me;;.a State Landz Cozmiszion
Telephone: { 213" ) 550-5201

Purpose: __magenent—forvaluabl{i-rinerals

Lacation: _gaasion 16,0 15 r R—7-E. S3BM _San Borngsding County AhO _poxes
- ~ LSS B 4 ™ Y > g ’ L4 .
See attached mwavs.

Descripticn. Applicantll1l 3xdll wo %o six holes o o paxdmus denth of 20007 +o
prospect for valuable minerals. See detsiled project deseripilion.

. . N ' B nmwes e mmw e e e me v A PR NI PO SR

Persons Contacted:

IMVIRONNENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all “yes” and “maybe” answers)

.:; Eurth, Will fhe proposal-result in: Yes Raybe fo

» 1. Unstable earth conditions or changes in gealogic substructures? . . . “es cae . D U '_.]'d
2 Disruptions, displacements, compacton, or overcovering of the soil?, L L, o i it i i e @ [_—J rl

.’f?:‘Change n tapography or ground surfscarelief 1eatuees? o . v st vt v ittt am i st ee s D [_—J {1{.\
4, The destruction, covening, or modife, ton of any unigue geologic or physical features? ., .. ., ... v o [-] Ei (ﬂ
5. Any increase in wind or water erosinn of sals, either on or off the site?. . , .. ' Ceemeaeeenas D (-}a (-]

6. Chunjusin deposition or-efos 2a of beach sands, ot changes in siltation, deposition or erosion which may

modily the channel of a nver 6r strean: 07 the bed 21 the aneen or any bay, infet, or loke? ., .,

L] P

7. Exponure of M pecple or propeity o grologie hazards such a5 earthuuches, :Jmlshdc-l ;udslidcs, arovind T Sx
" - LRLpy, ;oo “

B Ure, 0 I eIUSe. L vttt e s it e et et st e et a .%"-".‘.‘".‘r‘rr"'.'.—-. ’:L_.;
. k R
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i . [
8 glin Wil the proposal result in,
av '

1. Substantial air ammesuns o1 deterioration of 3mbient ot QUAlIY? L.t iy v i ey Ixi

2, The crcation oi-objectionable odory?, . .. e e e e et e e eeen s ~ ofiet
hoby ! - X

3. Altweration of air movement, moisture or tempirrature, oF any change n ctimate, either lecally or regeonaliv? . ‘ I {xi

C.7 Wurer, Will-the proposal result in:
1, Changes in the currents, or the course or direction of waiter muvements, i ¢ ther manne or fresh waters? . i :xi

+ 2,-Changs in-absoipuion rates, drainage patterns, & the rate and amount of surfuce vaater runoit?, . . ..., . 1 X1

.

u « 3.-Alterations to the course or flovr-of Hood waters? ., vt e.ververeny cebewrrrauy : ‘x[

. 4. Change 1o the ameant-of surface water-n any-water BIdY? L. . . vovvs v rncncosn o1 vome wenes

5. -Dischacqe into-surfacy wvaters, 6r i any aiteration-of. surface ‘water.quaiity, -including but. nrt limited 10
tempesdture; dissolved ¢ xygen or turbidity?, ... .. P e resssateersan saiaseepecens

6. Alteration of the direct on or rate ¢! 60w Of Jround Waterfs? . . .., vz vaaternnnnenrnnenn.

7. Change 1n the quantity f ground waters, esther through direct additions or withdrawals, or tifrough ntar-
ception of an agwifer by cuts or yxcavations? e e ser e raseserr tesaasmrerernn

‘8.*Substantial regduction n the-amoun’ of water otherwise available for public »atér supplies? .. .. .......

:9:"Exvasure of-people or propurty-to water-eelated hazardssuch as flnading or tidabwaves? . ., .. ..., ...

TS s e memes -

" 10, Significant changesin the-temperature; tlow or-chemical-content-of surface thermalsprings?. . ... ... ...

%D; ‘Plant Lite. Wirthe proposal te<ulting . ‘ ‘
“ .

N s . ' ‘ .
%ni *L-Change n-the versity of pecies, or number of any specms of plants-{including trees, shrubs, grass, crops,
and aquatic plants)?, . ., SN e aae s eaea et it vt e et

‘2 Reg ctivn of the numbers of any urique, rare or endangered species of 21ANTSY oo v v e en e e, .

o3 Imr?{":cnon of nevs species of plants into an area, or in 3 barrier to the normal 1eplemshment of axisting

SPECleS",-..............,............‘.... L I I R I A R R R

¢ .

4. Reduction’a acreage of any.agricultural crop? . ... .. ...
.

o

"E. Auilliol Life  Will the proposal result in;

1, Change in the diversity of species, or numbers of any species of animals {birds, land anmials sncluding -
sepuiles, fish and shellfish, benthic organisms, 05 1IBSECISI? . v it e e s s s eeerannnnnnns., o
&

-

I

2. Reduction of the numbers of any unique, rare or endangered species of animals?, ..o oo st ...

B 3. Introduction of new sorcies of ammals into an drea, or result in a barner 1o the migration or iuvement of .-
. . A

R R R T R R R R T T

‘ N
. cp Y ammals? L. ..., B
. N \E\XJ,’J

L ¢ 4, Detenoration to existing fish or wildhfe habitat?, L. ..y esen e ) - {_J

' "ES None. VI the proposal result m:
S \(g U] , P R .
i L. b Increase m existing noise levals?, L, L. ..., .,
? 2. Exposure of peopie £ severencise Jsvels! |,

Y
G, Lightumd Gliny Wil the proposal result m:

L ';'he produciion of new lisht orglare? . ... ..

“Ho Land Use Wil the proposal result m. .
1. A substantial alteration of the presrnt or plannsd land use of an area?,
é-'umrql Resourers. Will the proposal result .

8 l-:cu:esgé in the rate of use of anywatural resources?

2, Substantial depletion of any nonrenewable (esources? & .o v vr s




3 Rk o et Does the proposel resalt in ¥
' Yos: Mayhe No
53

2, Possible interfurence with emergency response plan or an erhergency evacuation plan? , ... .. ... [] D LZ(_}

1. A risk-of an expinsion or the release of ha:a:i:oumuhunnnes tincluding; tut nat fimited to, oil, pestictdes,
chemicdls, or radistion) 16 the avent of an Jceidens of UPSCL CHNTILIONS? + ¢« . v v e ar e v nsvonnnns.. D U

Populstion, VIl theproposal resuitan:

1. Thé alteration, distnbution, density, or growth rate of the human popufation of the aiea? , .. D E_!

llousing, Whil-the proposal result in: :
1. Aftecting existing housing, or create a demand for additional housing? + .. vvv oo . [] D

TrunspurtationfCircuiution, Wil the proposal result in:

e

OO

U0 ooooono

sl

1, Generation of substantial additional vehicular movement?, . ... ...... PN
2, Affecting existing parking faqili;ias, or create a demand for new parking?, .. ... ..
3. Substantial impact UPE existing trantPortation SYStemMs? o « v v v v e s s e e s ot or
4, ‘Alterations to present gatterns of circulation or movefnant'of people and/or goods? . ., .
5 Alterations to waterborne, rail, OF aif traffic? . .. v oo v i s tve s onnoneannnss

6. Increase in traffic hazzrds to moter vehicles, bicyclists, or padestrians? .o ... ... b s ettt ea s

- Public Services, Will the proposal have an effect upon; or o fult in a need fos new &7 altered governmental
services in any of the following areas: R .

1
-4

1, Fire protection? . . vvvev i eeeennnonnes

tal

2, Policaprotection) . . v vveiirvnannnsnns

3. 8ch0olst ot e e

Bat
t

4, Parks and other recredtional facilities?. . . ... . ..

" B, Maintenance of public facilities, including roads?,

NN

"=
re

sial

6. Other governmental services?. . o v v v et vu v e

Energr. Will the proposal result in:

<l

3
o

I.Usuufsuus:aﬁnatamoumsofiuelore‘nergy?..........................................

]

2, Subetantial increase in demand upon existing.sources of energy, or reGuire the development of new sources? .
Utilitiss. Wil the proposal resuit in a nced for néw systems, or substantal alterations to the following utilities:
LI LT 1 T T

2. Communication systems? . ... ...... ., e we
SoWaterd oL ey e

4. Sewer or septic tanke? .,

5. Storm water drainage? . .

0
0]
O]
(]
‘D“
0
0
0
O
u
0
0
0
O
0
0
O

OOooooo ¢

£, Solig waste and denosal? ..., ..

tuivan Hootdr. Wil the proposal result in:

i

.

1. Creation of any heaith hazard or potential health hazard {excluding mental heaith)? .

1

L1
]

2. Exposure of péople 10 potontial Realth Bazords? o v v vt v et it et on s s v e ennn

Aesthetion, Wb the proposal resuit in:

1. The obstruction of any scemic vista or view oden ta the public, or will thie proposal cesultin the creation of ‘ -,
an usthetically offensive site open 10 PubIC VIBWE L L 00t i i e e e e rJ { ]

;{;’c:‘reun‘.m Will the proposal result n:

M ‘ » > W B e w4 gy o
H E—

LE

- ’
T %%e s e seres anum

A Aampact upon the Guatity or quantity of existing recreational opportunities?, . . .

Y e ]
uy
-
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H
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AL




T, Lnlturul Resoneces, ‘ Vas Magh Mo
MR R

. Lo e atupesal resultin'the altetation of er the destrugton af 9 prehussotic of ristaric-archralagcal el
P o A< . n .
. 2,961 e aropasal result n adverse physical of aesthetie elfects 10 2 pretnytoric or historic building, El L_ ‘ { ,
. x' .

ﬂrucmrc.oroblecl?......'.....,......;...........«.u..o....u..--u;.....‘... N

1. Ooes the propasal have the patentiaj to cause 4 physical change whih would affect umque ethnic cuiturd ‘ ' | !
.fn-oo N I O RO N lu X

‘l:]uu .....--c.sc-nmoo-pob-co'c-a:oaoto-u-4'-unn,.o-- )

&, VIl the proposal resteict existing religrous of ¢acred uses within the potential impact YT Y AP I ST IR | l LXI

=% , - S
}' AL, Mandatary Fundines of Significance,
" 2
1. Doss. the project have the natential (0 degrade the quality of the envrronment, reduce the habc;g( o,f‘a _fish or
. wildlife species, cause a tish or wildhis populatiop to drop pefow self sustaining levels, threaten t0 eliminate
a plant or ammal community, reduce the aumber oF testiict; the range of e of er;uanqsrec} ot A ey g .
animal ar ehrminate important examples of th# major periods of Californta hustory of prefustory?. . ... .- L_l [ | I(;;_I

e disadvantage of long-tarm, envircnmantil L_] [:J . _l

2. Goes the project have the potential to achieve short.term, 0 th

» 090?'5?.........--.....r-a--.o-.....---..-.u-l--.¢...'..¢

©'3. Dors the projest have impacts which are individually limitad, but cumulatvely considerakia? .o o aann e D E] Eﬂ

AE .
N 4, Does the oroject have environmental effects which will cause sibst

SV
P N R

""“‘e“i(lj"erdnrecﬂy6rindxrec:!','?.....a......,............ [

antial adversae effects on husmanbeings .
T O3 E

111, DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION (Se= Comments Attached)

3 O

¢ " See attached Detsiled Project Description, piscussion of Environzental Evalustioz,
and Broject Envirormental Data. ’ '

v

s

== AV, PRELIMNARY DETERMINATION

o . .
& .-"q,x the basis of thg inital evaluation:

"3 ﬂﬂ 1 {ind ihe proposed grofect COULD NQT have s sicnificant effecton tha enviconment, and a NEGATIVE DE:.CLARAT!C)N wilt

* ) f be prapared

« projrct could have a s.gnificant effect on the environment, ther2 will not baia sicridicant effect
measures described on 2 attached sheet have beeo added ‘to the projact. A NEGATIVE

- ( - N

T - [Z] 4 find that although the.nropose
. .+ T in tiys case becduse the mitigaiion
- i DECLARATION will be prepared.

s lj { tind she proposed propat MAY have ugnilicant elfect on the environm
is requied. R

-
%
-

2o, 20d an ENVIRONHENTAL IMPACT REPORT ’

-
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DETAILED :PRQJECT DESCRIPTION

United States Borax and Chemfcal Corporaticn proposes to
conduct exploration din the permit area by drilling up to six
exploratory holes; six inches in diameter, up to 2000 feet
deep. (See Exhibit C). Existing dirt roads needed for access
will be cleared and smoothed with a grader but nst widened. ¥,
Repadr of old road would include only minor work on washed ouac:
gsectiions which total about 500 feet. Some drill sites will
require new road building. MNew road building will require a
bulldozec cut approximately 12 fact widé but only surELciencly
deep to move boulders and sdooth out small irregularities.
Total new roads 1f all drill sites are used will be .about 8000
feer. Assuming an average cut depth of one foot, the new roads’
will result in a maxipum excavatéed volume of 3,600 cubic ydards:
and surface area disturbance of 2.2 acres. prill site }
(preparations require leveli.g an area gpproximactely 715 fecy
vgquare. This will rcquirL bulidozer scraping to a depth of no
more thén one foot ty remove boulders and saall irregularittes.
. Estimated maxlmum excavated volume would be about 200 cubiec '
yards per drill site or 1,200 cubic yards total. Due to
varying geologic LDﬂdiCiOﬂS, tvo different types of drilling
equipment mdy have to be uséd. A mud rotary set up may fLncludw
a Failing 1500 truck-mounted retary drill rig or équivalent.,

Accessory equipment would include a truck-~mounted water tank
and utilitcy pickup truek. Two or three backhoe-dug mid pits
approxinately 4 feet wide by 10 fect long and 8§ feet deep will
be uecilized. An air rotary sec—up will utilize a similar drill
rig and water truck, except a truck mounted alr compressor will
be used and no nud pits will be required. .

Drilling oud 1if vtdilizZed, will be contatyed within che'mddrpias
and allowed to dry bafore burial when the pits are backiilled.
If aud removal is necessary, it will be pumped fato a cruck;
and treusvorted to a landfill disposal site. Drill holes
penetratling water baarding rocks willi be abaasdened by cementiag
a plug above the water zone and backfilling the hole with drill

cuttings.
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Discussicn of Eanvironmental Hvaluation

A 2. Disruption, displacement, compaction and
overcovering of the soil will occur La the immedlate
vicinity of the drill sftes. AlL drill sites will be
cleaned of all ‘trash aad debris aand all drill holes will
be backfilled. A ainimim anmount of disruption and
compaction of the soil will occur when the driliing
equiprnént i3 aoved on and off a site.

A 5. An incrkease in wind and water erosion of the )
disturbed soifl at the drill sites will takeé place during
'wind and rain gtérams. = R

¢ 6. Should the drill holes penetrate water beéaring”
rocks, ugon abandonment a cement plug shall be placed
above the water bearing zone, and the remafader of the
hole :3hall be backfilled with cuctings.

[

BAj. The operidting drili rig and accessory actlvitles
%ill tedporarily incre.se the ezisting noise levels.




~SE(I‘,\TION C: ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

All.ghases of a project, such as planning, acquisition, development and operation, shali'be considered when evaluating
" its impact on the environment, Pleasa answer the following questions by placing a check in the appropriate box,
= T one : v [T rY) ’ :
% ¢ Diseuss all items checkad “yes’cx: “maybe’’ ¢., addinanal sheet(s). ’ e
o & yes

e = Wil the oroizc:‘éqynlue: ‘ )
i , - ¥YES MAYHBE NO
A change in existing fedtures of any.bays, ticdelands, baaches, lakes or hiils, or
substantial 3ltaration of Ground CoNLOUM? o e s va v rearsoarsrousnnonsns I | (X}

.

A change in scenic views from existing residential aceas.or. public lands ar reads?. . . L \ (}()

A change in pattern, scale of character-of the general grea of the project?s . . .. \ ‘ ()(]

Signiﬁcameffectonolantoranimallife?..,..‘..,........‘.......... ‘ (X]

Significant amounts cf solid waste of BEEEI? o e e v v es samaneverassesns ' {)(]

A changs in dust, ash, smoke, furies ot odors inthe vicinity2, . vaeeceon o

A change m ccean, bay, lake, strzam or ground water quality oryuantity, or 0
alxeringofexmim]dramagepauems? R R R

A change.in existing noise or vibrationdevels'in the ViCinitY? « o vt e i s
Construction on filled tand or on-3:slope of 10 pescentor MOrEY cvavve ooe

Use or disposal'of ootentially Siaisidous matersals such as toxic or radioalitive
substances, flammabies o explosivas? o .o een seieraai st e

"

.A.channs
v enange

Increase in fossit-fuel consumptioni(e.q., elictricity, oil, natural gasI® ...

P

A larger project ot a series of projeits?
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FART I

PROJECT AND ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

Foun 33.48¢ (5/84)

SECTION A: PROJECT INFORMATION

Pleare answer all questions and provide the following information on separate sheetls) of paper. Please respond-in
det’jit, The information is ‘needed to process the apol:cation. Hf-any question is inappitcable. or othervase inappro-
priite to the application, pl2ase state the reasons for so concluding.

v Froject Locaticn. Subrut the folldwing'maps and/or drawings: (2] a small-scaie {topographic) map or drawing-

showing the ganeral vicinity of the proposa project including nearby landmarls, roads and other teatures that
would make clear its relationship to:the general vicinity, and (5} a large-scale {topographic) map or drewing
showing the project location in detall and such features as existing structures, fills, dredged-areas and putlic
aczess. On one of these maps, indicate the oroparty(ies) that are adjacent ie the Stzte fands n gueshionsand
that are owned, leased or otherwise avaitablb for use by the applicans. inciudez copies:of all conveyancas, !sayes,
permits, 2asements or.other documents that show the extent of the agplicant’s ifiterest 1o use or have aceyss
to the property(ies} adjacent to the State lands in question,

Existing Zoning and General Plan ‘Designation of Project Site, Submit all Eoning information and include

(to the extent available and applicable) the project’s street address, city, county, Assessos's'pazcel number,

quad sheéi name, section, township, range, base and meridian designation,-and/ar -legal description of the
, ! .

property. '

\

Existing Land Use of Project Sice. Descriog the current land use of the area le.g., residential, commercial,
agricultural), \ ’ .

FProject Dbscription and Prdposed Use of Site, Describe fully and'in detail the praposed activity, its purpose
and intended use.

Other Permits ‘Required, Identify other public agencies having approval authority over the cropesed orcjues
(e.5., Corps of Engineers, Coastal Commizsion, counly -and city agencies) and subnut copies of all acquired
sppravals relating to this project.

SECTION B: ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The 6atd-and degree of speciticity required in this section shall correspond with the data and degres of specificity

involved in the underlying zcuvity. Typically, larger projects require more data and a graater degres of spesificicy,

and smaller projects require less data aad & lesser degres of specificity,

1. 'Describe the project site 3s it éxists before commencement of the project. Include, information such as 1200-
graphy, soil stability, plants and animals, and any culiural, historical or scenic aspecis. Describs.zny.existing.
structures: on the ste, the use of the structures, and whether they will be retained of removed. Incluae
photographs) of :he site, if availanle. .

Describg the surrcunding properting, Include information such as topography, soil stability, plsnts and snimals,.
and any cultural, histonical er scenic aspects. Indicate the type of land use {e.g., residential, commercial,
agricultural), intensity of land.use |e.g., one-family dwellings, apa-iment buidings, shops, depdriment stores)
and scale of development, Include photograpn(s) of the area, il available,

Include a statiment of the propesed liquid, solid or gasedus v.aste disposal methodsnecessary for the protes-
tion and preservation-of existing land and water uses.

v
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PROJECT HAME

Geag Han Project

-

PROJECT LOCATICH

- Sec. 16, 115 RVE S3M

- Silver Lake Mining istrict

- Red Pass Lake and gaker 15' Quads .
- 15 mites narthwest of Baker, Falwforn1a

PROJECT DESCRIPTICH: _ o _
Orill up to six gxpioratary drill holes, six inches 1in
diameter, ug to 2,000 feat in depth to explare for_m1nerals

other than oil and gas or geothermal rasources.

ENVIRGNMENTAL SETTING: ,

The project site is in a desert-type environment, typified by

Yow humidity, high/Vow temperature extremes and 10w rainfall.
Yegatation is primarily sagebrush, greasewood, and cactus.

The site is a gradually stoping alluvial surface covered
mainly by coarse sand, cobbles, and boulders. There are no
structures on the project site and the ondly improvement is 2
graded dirt road across the south half of the section.

-

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT:
Prospecting work on the projest site would have little

adverse impact onp the environment. Some dust, fumes, and
noise will be present in the immediate vicinity of the
drilling rig during tne actual drilling operation. The drill
sitaes will require only 2 few hundred square feet of land use
and will be left in such a way 2as to minimize evicence hE

prospecting work.

MITIGATION MEASURES PROPOSED:

1) Yahicular traffic to be kept to 2 mipimum and at a speed
limit of 20 miles per hour to reduce wildlife road
mortality. ,

2) Existing roads znd .rails to be itilized as much as
possible. Additionsl access raaus will be of the
minimem width and lTength necessary for the dritiimg
program.

Mud pits, if needec for driliing, will have dirt berms
to restrict wildnife access and will be backfilled as
soon as possible after completion of drillting.

A1l casing pipe, if needed for drilling, will be removed
if possiblie and drill holes will be backfilled.

Drill sites will be cleaned of all trash and debris.

»

—— o






