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DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES -
NOTICE OF PROPOSED MONTEZUMA SLOUGH, SOLANO COUNTY

BACKGROUND:

On September 26, 1979, the State Lands Commission approved &
Memorandum of Understanding, effective October 19, 1979,
between the Department of Water Resources (DWR) and State Lands
Commission. It provides for use of State lands for eithor the
Central Valley Project or the State Water Resources Devalopment
System. Under the Memorandum of Understanding, the DWR
provides State Lands Commission with a "Notice of Proposad Use

of State Lands",
CURRENT SITUATION:

Based on the Memorandum of Understanding, the DWR has submitted
a "Notice of Proposed Use of State Lands' to staff, ad0151ng of
their intent to construct a control structure Fa0111ty in tide
and submerged lands of Montezuma Slough, Solano County. The
project will include three radial gates, a concrete boat lock,

a flashboard structure, and appurtenant recreational
structures. Limited dredging will bhe necessary for access to
the site. This project will be a part of the State Water
Resources Development System., Staff has reviewed the project
and determined that no restrictions or limitations are needed
from State Lands Commission. An Environmental Impact Repdrt
was prepared for the total project by DWR and a Notice of
Determination was filed on April 11, 1984. An Addendum was
completed on July 1, 1985 to cover minor project changes,

In accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding, staff will
acknowledge the "Notice of Proposed Use of State Lands."

AB 884: N/A.

EXHIBITS: ., A. Land Description.
Location Map.
Notice of Determanation.
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NOTICE OF LETERMINATION
CERTIFICATION OF FINAL EIR AKD NOTICE OFf DETERMINATION

'
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Honorable Cordan K. Van Vleck  FROM:. Department of Water Resonrces
Secretary for Resources 1416 Kinth Street

1416 Ninth Street Sacramento, CA 95513
Sacrazento, CA 95814 .

Certification of Final EIR qu Filing of lotice of Determination in |
compliance with Section 211083 of the Public Resources Code .

Project Title

"

iMontezuma Slough Control Structure and Adcess

State Clearinghouse Number
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» i{Contact Person
Jagas U, McDaniel, Chief
Central District
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Project Leccarion

by

iSolano County, Suisun Marsh

.
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Pro)ecc Dazcrivtion
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A .concrete control structure with chree radial gates would be const*ucted at
ante*uaa Slough sbout 1.5 milés ffom irs eastern end Co take advantage ¢ a
re.atlvelv ;;od carsh foundation. The structure would include boch a boag, lock
70 feet loaz and 20 feet wide and a 60-fodc-wide flashboard opunzng fer emdr-
gency .access. The--control strusture, to be built in the dzy: land east of .
Hontpzuﬂa Slough, would includa approach channels and a closure of the existing
slough. Econoaic readsods and the need. to keep norwmal flows ‘in Monfezumy Sxa h!
during coastrvccion have dictated this nechod of construérion. The c'csuca,
vould be located vhere best foundation Lonpxcxons are. found. @ubfpc reé¢reation

V e

facxlxtxes are proposed at thea scruuture.. ' 2
» \
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A 30-foot~vide 2ccesu rdad wauld be constructed Ero: Collx1svx11e Road to the
10cat1oa of the Montezuda Slough Control Structure. A new toadway with two

‘l2 -foot' lanes and two 3<fooc shoulders would be coastructed over 1.6 miles of
exxstxng roadway ftom CollanVLlle Road. to the east ievee of Montezuma Slou%H

’f‘\t —anJ vn ’.‘L -“'.“l’."& Wﬂﬁp&" LS

7

nr' —uu, » o [ P s = seiee e n-oruo-n ‘Y Ayemed
.St WdAA v~ &habaub  adndin i Taadbend o

oth‘ control structure site for construction equipment and 13CLC for_ operatxonm
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.Thc Hintezuma Slough Contrul Structure and Access Road are a porcxon of a ?lan
of Protection for the Suisun Marsh, developed in response to Decision 1435 ol
the State Water Resources Control Board, The Plan of ProLﬂc:Lon will be 1_9‘4—

gented in phases. The later phases are indefinite at this t\nc, and ctheir

;mplcncnuacnon will depend on the resulutxon of a number of issues and ca the

conitoring and evaluatien of the carly phases.

[]
. L |

. The Depi trent of Water Resources, acting as lead agency, has decided to

construct tha Montezuma Slough Control Structure and Access Road and hgs'qade~

the following Determinations conceruing Lhac decision: 1

1. Buxldxnb the contrel structure and access road will be a key step toward
»mpleren:xng the Suisun Marsh Pian of Protection. .

v 9. The Moatezuma Slough Control Structure and Access Road itself will not hava
a4 significant adverse effect on the eavironment.
3, 4 progran EIR was prepared and certified for the Plan of Protection
. pursuant to the provxslons of the California Eavironomental Qualicy aAct.
*The Overall Plan of ?roccccxon will have a significant cffect on the
_eavironmant, nazely the conversion of up to 437 acres of marsh ueclands €o

uplands and open water channels,

> ‘&, The Devpartment has found that the decision CO'phase'impleaeﬁtztion of the

. project represents a change in the project that will subscancially oitigaza
“} the significant 2ffect of converting up to 437 acres of marshlaad to
uplauds and opuen water channels. The phasing w«will allow the habita: and
the vildlife populacions to adjust to incremental changes tefore additional
changc: are made. Further, the phasing will iavolve mozitoring the resul:s
of early phases and possibly altering plans to lessen the quancicy of
parchland to be converted. The ?lan was developed using a coanservative
mathematical codel of water flows and conditions in the Marsh. The
vonitoring =ay show that soce later phases of the Plan will not ba naeded
s0 that some of the planned construction and marsh conversion can be

elininaced.
3 N .

"

Specific micigation m2asures are discussed in the Plan of Protection buz
vere not made a coandition of the approval of the Montezuma Slough Coatsol

Structere and Access Road because:

2. The Yontezuma Slough Control Structure will have no signi
on the enviroarenc. The control scrucrurz inciudes many
measufes. awoag its design features in order to avoid any

effect;

.
*

The access road will not cause a significant effect on the environcan:s;
and:

The Department has found that it is iInfeasiole, as a part of the
decision 2o apprave the control structure and access road, to adopt
specific altevnatives or mitigation m2asures that would substancially
lessen the significant environmental effect of the future phasas of the
Plan of Procection. Adopting alcernazives or mifigation measures is
nade infeasible by timing problems. The Department dows aot yef xnow
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vith certainty which featdres of the Plan it will implément or whas
form or design the chosen features will take. As a result, prediccicas
of the effects of thpse faacures are imprecise at this time. Mitiga-
tion measuces or alterhative aporoaches to lessun the effects ‘can ba
chosea as part ot the dectsions to implement specifie fratures of the
Plan that cause the c¢ffects. At that time, the probable wffuzcs can be
predicted more accurately and altecnatives or mitigation measurss can
be chosen or tdilored to the specific effeccs, The Departrmeac will
address’ spécific alternatives and nmitigation caasures ¥hen ‘making
decisions on future phases of the Plan of Peotuction. :

6. A statemént of overriding considerations was prepired for the Plan of

| Protection, .

‘A copy of the ptégram EIR and the record of project approval ray be exanined 2t
the Departaenc’s .Central Records, Room 388, 1416 Yinth Street, Sacrazeaco.
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SUISUM MARSH PLAN OF PROTECTION
STATEMEH'T OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS

AlthOLgh tne project plans call for a number of measures to
;inlercn ed to roduce the severity of the effects of conver:
arshlmnds to open water channels and upland habitat, the co
sion of uo to 437 acres of marshlands would still be a sxgn%
l

effect of the project on the envirdnnment.
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The Department believes that the environmental and other benefits
of the project are so great that the conversion of up to 437 acras
of marshland as mitigated is 4n acceptable cost of p:ocnedzng with
the project. The Plan of Protection and the construction and
operation of its facilities are designed to protect the brackish

nature of the Harsn, thus protecting the high ololog'cal
productlvztv and zhe existing biological communities in the Marsh.
che convarsion of uop to 437 acres will assure the long«term
produv“xvx y of th2 remaining wetlands aEEe~ted by the project,

approwxmabely 45,600 acres.

The Departament believe<~ that the conversion of up to 437 acres 'i3
A small price to DAy for baing zbl2 to protect the Marcsh in
resnonsn to Dacision 1485 of the 3tate %ater Resources Control
Board whnile continuing to export water from tie Delta for
agricultural, municipal, and industrial use in many parts of the

* State, 7The exports will enable the affected areas to remain in
production, to continue their economic and social viability, and

‘o con’crxbuye to 'the economy of the State as a whole.
© If the State Water Project had to curtail its export of water froxz
the Delta, the project would have to curtail its deliveries to the
contracting water districts. The districts in turn would curtail
their deliveries to the water users. The districts that use wacar
payments from the users to pay the State under their contracts
would find their ravenues curtailed and could be unable to make

o thelr paymants under their contracts and mav be forced to defaulk

on :He water districts' bonds.

If the districts were unable to make payments under their water
. Contracts with tha Stata, part ¢f the funds for paymentc en the
State Water Project bonds would have to 'be taken Erom the alraady
overburdened Staze General Fund. This would require either a
reduction in expenditures for other Stake programs or a tax
increass, neithec of which is desirable. Dafaulting on the
vould cause savere disruvtion thhzn tit: districts. Other
governmental agencies would find that their cost of financing new
"'Ptajects through »onds would xncraasp as investors would ragar
" bonds, in California as more risky and would invest in the boagd
only if 4 higher interest rate weye offered. Continuing the
eXports will avoid defaults on boids and the severc €inancial
«dislocations and fiscal difficulties that would follow.
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