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AMENDMENT OF GEOTHERMAL PROSPECTING PERMIT

APPLICANT: Bear Creek Mining Compdny
' 2520 N. Huachu¢a Dirive
Tuéson, Arizona 85745

AREA, TYPE OF LAND AND LOCATION, o
Approximately 40 acrés of Sovéreidii Tajid"
located about Four miles West of ‘Niland on the
southeastern shore of Salton Sea, Imperial

County.

AB 884 ‘N74,

PERTINENT'INFORMhTIONf' 4 _ ) ,

' Stdte Geothermal Prospecting Permit PRC 6378.1

was Issued to Bear Creek Mining Company on

March 1, 198% for a period of two vears with
the possidility of an additional two year
extension and carriéd with it a preferential
right to 2 léase upon thé‘diécouerw of
geothernal resources in ¢ommercial quantities,

At the time the permit was issued ithere was an
industﬁial‘lease on the surface of the state
parcel and ‘thé geotheérmal prospecking permit
provided that geothermnal resdurces from the
state‘lhnd4could~on}y be developed by slant

drillihg‘froﬁmaﬁjbining-p%iuéte Jands.

Earlier this year the lessée of ithe surface of
the state lands QuitélaimgQ the léase back to
the state. This summar Bear CTreék, Bechtel
National, In¢., and the U.S. Department .of
Eherdy concluded &n agreemént under which Bear
,CreekHwould‘supply’a driilsiﬁé/and~certain
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support fagllities, Bechtel would manage: the
project and the Department of Energy would
supply the funding to drill a deep exper1menba1

geothermal wall.

Bear Creek has requested that their prospecting
parmit be amended to remove the prohnbltlon
contained in Saction 9 (e) against uss -of he
surface for drilling a well and. that ‘they be:.
allowed to moue the location of the proposed
State Well 2-14 approximately 400 feet south Lo
stirface locatlion covered by the permit. '

‘ENUIRONMENTAL INFORMATION:
Prior to issuance of Geothermal Frospecting

Permit, PRC 6378.1 for which this amendment is
now being proposed, a Negative .Declaration (SCH
8301025¢) was prepared and circulated by ‘the
County of Imperial and such document was.
ravicwed, considered, and adopted by tha State
Lands Commission at its meeting. of February 28,
1982 at whlch time it was determined that the
projcct as mltlgated would not have a:
sugniFlcant effect on the environment.

"After reviewing the currently. proposed
aimendment, the County. made a finding that it
will not have any 51gn1F1cant impacts on the
enviromment, that the previously prepared
Negative Declaration, supported by monthly
updated SJte~spec1F1c wildlife surveys
continuing to the satmsFact:on of the
Department of Flsh and, Game, .and the Salton Sea
Master EIR adequately describe the amended
prOJect and that no add1t10nal environmental
documgntation is required.

Based on the finding made by the County of
Imperlal a3 lead agency, staff .of the State
Lands Commlssnon has concluded that since
adoption of the Negative Declaration there have
been no significant changes in the project or
the environment to indicate any possibility
that the promect may have a significant effect
on the environment and that the document
complies with the requirements of the CEQA.
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APPROVALS REQUIRED: . -
ﬂ Division .of 0il and Gas, Regiopal Water Quality -

Control Board and the:County of Imperial
Planning iDepartment.

EXHIBRITS A. ‘Location Map.

3

IT IS RECOMMENGED ThAT THE COMMISSION:

1. FIND THAT A 'NEGATIVE DECLARATION WAS PREPARED ‘aND ADOPTED
FOR- THIS PROJECT BY THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL AND {TH&T THE
COMMISSION, :HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION- = -
-CONTAINED- THEREIN, o ) e

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS APPROVED WELL NOT HAVE -4
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON' THE ENUIRONMENT. . \ A

((PPROVE AMENDMENT OF THE LEASE TO ALLOW THE SURFACE -OF - -
STATE. LANOS TO BE UTILIZED EOR EXPLORATORY DRILLING. 1

APPROVE CHANGING THE LOCATION OF THE DRILLSITE FROM PRIVATE
LANDS ‘APPROXIMATELY 400 FEET SOUTH ONTO STATE LANDS, -
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