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CORE DRILLING PERMIT

APPLICANT: Southern California Edison Company
2244 Walnut Grove Avenue
Rosemead, California 91770

PERMIT LANDS: Approximately 18,000 acres in 32 parcels
of sovereign and State school lands, located

in the Owens Lake area, Inyo County and

Danby Lake area, San Bernardino Zounty,

as described in Exhibit '"A" and shown in
Exhibits "B" and "C'" attached hereto.

PROPOSED PROJECT:
Drill a maximum of eight rotary drill holes,

four to ten inches in diameter, up to 700
feet decp and a maximum of twenty auger
holes, eight to thi ,y-six inches in diameter,
to a maximum depth .. 100 feet, to obtain
geophysical, geologic and hydrologic infor-
mation concerning water and brine resources
at Owens Lake and Danby Lake. Six of the
rotary drill holes will be drilled on State
parcels along the western margin of Owens
Lake to test for water availability, quantity
and quality while the shaliower auger holes
will be drilled within the bed of Owens

Lake to obtain soils engineeering data

and to assess the brine resources. The

exact location of these research holes
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at Owens Lake will depend on information
obtained during the course of geophysical
studies and the first holes in the drilling
campalgn. Two deep rotary drill holes are
planned at Danby Lake. Both surface and
down-hole geophysical studies will be conducted
before and during the drilling. Each hole
when the drilling and testing thereof has
been completed, shall be properly abandoned
according to acceptable industry practice
and procedures.

The purpose of the geologic information
collection program is to determine the
availability and suitability of water and

brine resources, as well pond foundation,

lining and dike construction materials

for use in a proposed solar salt pond electric
pover generation facility, capable of generating
up to 20 megawatts of power, which may

be constructed at the more advantageous

of these sites. Copres of all geologic,

geophysical and hydrologic data, logs and
reports will be furnished to the State

Lands Commission within 90 days of termination
of drilling activities.

Terms: The core drilling permit term shall
be for one year. The term will commence

on Commission approval and filing of the
Notice of Determination.

Consideration: The public benefit in obtaining
water and other resource data from Owens

and Danby Lakes. All geologic information

from this core drilling program will be

made public infoimation.

PREREQUISITE ITEM:
1. Statutory filing fee and expense deposit

have been submitted by the applicant.

5/26/84.
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OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
1. A Negative Declaration was prepared

by Commission staff pursuant to CEQA
and implementing regulations.

This project is situated on State school
and sovereign lands not identified

as possessing significant environmental
values. A staff review of available
environmental information indicates

no reason to identify the subject land
parcels has having such values at this
time.

EXHIBITS: A. Legal Description.

B. Location Map Owens Lake.
C Location Map Danby Lake.
D

Negative Declaration.
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

L. CERTIFY THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION, (ND 337) HAS BEEN
CCMPLETED IN COMPLIANCE WITH CEQA, THE STATE CEQA GUIDE-
LINES, AND THE COMMISSION'S ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS,
AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN PRINR TO THE APPROVAL
OF THE PROJECT.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCF TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON
COMPANY OF A CORE DRILLING PERMIT FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1,
1983 THROUGH JUNE 30, 1984, ON SOVEREIGN AND STATE

SCHOOL LANDS IN INYO AND SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES DESCRIBED
IN EXHIBIT "A'" ATTACHED AND BY REFERENCE MADE A PART
HEREOF AS PART OF A GEOLOGIC DATA COLLECTION ACTIVITY.
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EXHIBIT "A"
LAND DESCRIPTION W 40383

Those portions of California State lakebed lands in Owens Lake, Inyo
County, California (Parcel 1), and California State School lands in
San Bernardino County, California (Parcel 2}, located within the

following described lands:

PARCEL 1

T16S, R36E, MDM; Sections 25 and 36.
T16S, R37E, MDM; Sections 29, 30, 31, 32.
T17S, R36E, MDM; SE% of Section 1, Sections 12 and 13.
T17S, R37E, 1DM; Sections 4, 5, %, 7, 18, 19, and the
Wy SWy of Section 32.
T18S, R37E, MDM; S% of Sectien 2, .
Sk of Section 15, S4 of Section 16, Sk of Section
17, Sections 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31,
32 and 33.

EXCEPTING THEREFROM Lakeland Locations 62,.2159, 2164, 2168,
2173, 2218.

O PARCEL 2

T2H, R17€, SBM; Section 36.

END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED MAY 25, 1983 BY BOUNDARY AND TITLE UNIT, LERQY WEED, SUPERVISOR.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA GEORGE DEUKMEJIAL, Governor
. FAIIITAZTIR e . *
STATE LANDS COMMISSION EXECUTIVE OFFICE
1807 - 13th Streat
K.TN CORY, Coatroller Sacramento, California 95814
L P McCARTHY, Lreutenant Governor . ), CLAIRE T. DEDRICK
Executive Qfficor

MICHAEL FRANCHETTI, Dwrector of Financd

File Reference: W 40383

May 25, 1983

’ NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT NEGATIVE DECLARATION
CAC 15083(d)

An application for the following project is currently being
processed by the staff of the State Lands Commission:

Project Title: Geophysical Survey and Well Testing - Owens
. and Danby Lakes

.’roject Location: Owens Lake area, Inyo County, and Danby Lake,
San Bernardino County.

To conduct geophysical survey and test well
dritlings and development to assess the areas'
grouadwater and brine resources. This data
will? bec used in an investigation to assess the
feasibility of constructing a nonconvective
salt-gradient type solar pond electric power

generating facility.

Project Description:

Contact Person: Daniel Gorfain Telephone:! 916/322-7829

o with the Calilornia Environmental Quality Act,

In complianc
D 337, State Clearinghouse

a Negative Declarstion identificd as EIR N
Number $305270¢, has been prepaved.

ibed document prepared for the proposed project

The above dcscr
the State Lands Commission

wiil be considercd at a regular meeting of

- scheduled for June 25, 1983, at 10:00 a.m., in Room 447 of the Statce
! Capital, Sacramenta, Calilornia. Anyone interested in this matter 1is
. invited to comment on the document by written responsc prior to the

. meeting or hy persvnal appeariainee 1t the mecting. Porsons wishing to
S appear at the mecting should call al0/322-4107 so that time can be
. aallottml for such appeurance.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
"STATE LANDS COMMISSION EXECUTIVE OFFICE
1807 - 13th Stroet

Sscramento, Californis 95814

PRUPUSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION EIR ND 337

File Ref.: W 40383
SCHits BBO0S2704

Project Title: Geophysical Survey and Well Testing-Owens and Danby Lakes

Project Location: Owens Lake area, Inyo County and Danby Lakec area, San Bernardinc
' County

Project Description: To conduct a geophysical survey and test well drillings and develop-
ment to assess the aress groundwater and brine resources, This data

will be used in an investigation to assess the feasibility of con=
structing a nonconvective salt-gradient type solar pond electric
pover generating facility.

This NEGATIVE DECLARATION is prepared pursuant to the requirements of the Californig
Envivonmental Quality Act (Section 21000 et seq. of the Public Resources Code), the Scate
CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000 et seq., Title 14, of the California Administrarive Code),
and the Sctate Lands Commission regulations (Section 2901 et seq., Title 2, of the
California Administrative Code),

Based upon the attached Initial Study, it has been fourd that:
[§7 the project will not have a significant eflect on the enviroament,

[ ] the attached mitigation measures will avoid potentially significant effects.

Contact Person: Daniel Gorfain
1807~13ch Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: (916)322-7829




" STATE LANDS COMMILSION ! '
_ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST ~ PART W ' . W 40383
Form 13,20 {1/82) File Ref.;
B 1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION : . y
’ A. Applicsnt: _Southern California Edison Company C W
..2244_Walnut Grove Avenue _ E
..Resemead, CA 91770 ... B
Checklist Date: Ma‘)’ 23 1983 |
C. Contact Person: Alexander E, Gonzalez -+ _ _ __|
Telephone: { 213_)_ 99 _§_201_ e
) D. Purpose: _”_ggfgmgzi%{igg_?nd Gcophy§}ca1 Survey Permit. o
. : . Geologic Information | Collection.
é_lﬁwﬁmh"_.dens Lake areaj_}pyo County, Danby Lake area, San g/
f . Bernarding County '
F. Description: Drill & rotary and 20 auger | hole: and conduct geophysical
] _____survey ' test water and brine resources. Conduct soils
_engineer 1g_Lests. ..

Parsons Contacted: _ _

——

"Sce attachcd mailing 1list.

- et s =+ Si———

. .
15, ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all “*yes” and “maybe** answers) )

A. Forth, Voll the peoposal result in: Yes Maybe No

1. Unstable earth conditions or changes in geologic substructures? . .. ... .. ve e Ceeerree eases D D D(i

2. Distuptions, displacements, compaction, or overcovering of thesod?. . .. ... fe e RN \’ @ [___] [__i

. 3. Change i topoaraphy ot ground surfice relief teatures? ., .., ..o c.. veeas e .. ..... e D D_(Z { l
4, The dustuction, covaring, of modihic: tron of any umgue geologic or physical features? ., .o ., caes E] El [\!

5. Any mcrease in wind or water erosion of soils, mther on or off thesite?. . ...... ... P S ..' . E] (_—X' [ ]

&, Chuespy i depasition or erosion of Learh sands, 6t changns in siltaton, depositfc
mohily the channel oF 3 iver o stream ot the bed ol the acean or vy bay, inlet

hakie?™

@n”d’r"e‘r’ii’"mn WINTh Ty vy

*“‘-4.:&)__1_._

ot e e e m——

L
7. Expewnre of all people ur property to geofagqic hazaeds such as carthquakes, Ianll.!slidvn,‘:‘m"x(sl!dcs, ground £.

e




Yes Maybe No

1. Substantial 3ir emmussions or deterioration of ambient ar Quality? . o oo e v e et nEnnE D [E
¢

2.Thccrcahono{obicctionablcodor:?....,. .... D D
¢, or any change in chmote, ither locally-or regionally?. [_—_] [:]

B, .bir. Wil the proposal result in:

. (13

q Alteraticn of air movement, moisture or temperatur

C. ®™i'user. Will the proposal result in:
1. Changes in the currents, or the course of direction of water movements, in aither marine or fresh waters?

2. Changes in absorption rates, drainage patierns, or the rate and amount of surlace water romoff?. oo

.
. y
.....a.-oo-..o.ooo-oo--

4. Alterations to the course or flow of floodwaters? ... v vs ceerenn

e e e 0

4. Change in the amount of surface water in any water Y 7 e

5. Discharge into surface waters, Of in any alterstion of surface water quality, including but not limited to

temperature, dissolved ¢ xygen of WrbIdItY? . o v e v e v vas e

6. Alteration of the direct on or rate of flow of ground waters? . . . . oeeesee s et mn o nnts
"2. Change in the quantity of ground waters, esther through direct additions or withdrawals, of through inter-
ccptionolanauunlerbycutsorexcavauom? T R R

public water supplies? ... e

W e s s s s e s s sy

8. Substantial reduction in the amount of water otherwise available for

9, Exposure of people or property to water-related hazards such as {looding or tidal waves? « v v e e i i en

mperature, flow or chemical content of surface thermal springs?. .« . v o v e e

ODooCoD 00 COo0d

10. Significant changes in the te

D. Plout Lije. Will the proposal result in: . i
umber of any species of plants {including trees, shrubs, grass, crops,

1. Change in the diversity of species, or n
. andaquaticplnms)?.............................................._......_.......

o

2. Reduction of the numburs of any unique, rare or endangered species of Plants?. v e

‘ | Introduction of new species of plants into an area, of in a barrier to the normal replenishment of existing

0o

PN I I B

4, Reduction il acreage of any agricultural P T Y A

Auimal Life. Will the proposal resultin:

1. Change in the diversity of species, of numbers of any species of anirnals (birds, land animals including
reptiles, fish and shellfish, benthic organisms, or T Y 2 R

2. Reduction of the numbrs of any unique, rare or endangered specier of animals?. . vy e v e er e ca oo

2. Intenduction of new spacies of animals into an area, or resultin 3 barrier to the migritior. or movement of

P LY 2 R
4.. Deterioration 1o existinij fish or wildlife habitat?. . .
Noive, Will the proposal result in:
1. lncrease n existing noiselevels? . . o v e
2. Exposure »f people to severe notse levels? .. ...
Light and Glure. Will the proposal resultn:
1. The production of new light or glare? .. ... ..hen
Land Use. Vil the proposal resulting

.

1. A cubstantial Jlteration of the present or planncd tand use of an area?.
Notural Revoneces, Wil the proposal resultan:

1, Inciease 1 the ate of use of any naturdl CESOMICUS? 4 v e v n v v av s ne

2. Substantial depletion of any nonrenewable FESOUICESY v v v vonannas
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RiA uf Upart, Does the proposal resulting

1. A sk cf an explosion or the rajedse of hazardous substances {including, byt not limited to, oil, pesticides,
chemicals, of 1a¢iation} 10 the event of an accident or upset condItIONS? o .y v vt cosvaen e aenes

2. Fossible interference with emergency resgonse plan or an emergency evacuation plan? cees
Populsiion. vl the proposal result in: )

1, The alteration, distnbution, density, or gzowth rate of the human population of the area?
llousing, ‘Will the proposal result in:

1. Affecting existing housing, or create a demand for additional housing? . .

Trapsportation/Circulution. Wil the proposal result in:

O
O
O
O
W
]
O
O
(]
O]
L]
U]
O]
O
[J
u
OJ
O

1. Generation of substantial additional vehicular movement?. .. ... v 0o
2. Affecting existing parking facilities, or create a demand for new parking?,
3. Substantial impact uoon existing transportation systems? . . .. ..o coi i b0 e n s

4, Alterations to present patterns of circulation or movement of people and/or goods?

5. Alterations to watesborne, rail, orairtraffic? .. ..o c v it i ittt it

6. Increase in traffic hazards to motor vehicles, bicyclists, or Pedestrians? . ot e et i et et e

Public Services. Will the proposal have an effect upon, or result in a need for new or altered governmental
services in any of the following areas:

L R A I I R ]
. - «

\ .. ~ :
2. Police protection? . oo e v vev s s aeanss

1. Fire protection? . ...

—
.
.

3.5chools? oo iiv i st

4. Parks and other recreational facilities?. ... . ...
5. Maintenance of public facilities, including roads?,
6. Other governmertai sorvices?, . v v v v v v oo aess
Energy. Will the proposal restitin:

1. Use of substantial amounts of fuel 0r energy?. o cv v v vv cvevesanse cucncssssosesssosonans

2. Substantial increase in demand upon existing sources of energy, or require the development of new sources? .

Uunlities. Will the proposal result in a nced for new systems, or substantial alterations to the following utilities.

1. POWEr O NAtULAl G3S2 . « o v v v v veeoosvonooonanssonesnesstonassvsossosnasssosasnss
2. Cornmunication systems? .. cene

3.Water?. oo i v

4. Sewer or septic tanks? .,

5, Storm wrater drainage? . .

6. Solid waste and disposal? . ... .....

Humon {ealth, Will the proposal resultin:

1. Creation of any health harard or potential health hazard (excluding mental heslth)?

00 0Ooooog

2. Exposute cf people to potentidl health hazards? « .o vt v i et o v arsvroneas

esthency, YOl the proposal resultan,

1. The otatiuction of any SCeMIC vistd OF view open 1o the pubiic, or wall the proposal result 'n the creation of
an desthetically offensive s1te Open Lo PUBBE VISW? L 0 i i tser st nnesenessssnonsosonnassss

Recreenion, \Will the proposal result in: R
' N 22

. \.».‘
/

1. Anampact upon the quality or quantily of existutg recrestional opPOIIUNItIes?. ¢ ov ve v v e v e s s o s oe

O 0O oOod
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Yes Mayhe No

T. Cultnrol Resoneees, .
1. Y8 the proposal result in the alteration of or the destruction of a prehistoric or historic archeological site? . [:] |:] {‘(]

locts to a prehistoric of historic building, D [:] {”\
X1

R R R A

sult in adverse physical or aestheqic ¢l

2. Wil the oroposal re

suunture, O ODIRCHY, o o v e o r e s mm v et

cal change which would affect umique ethnit cultural D LI ( ]
J X

s-a-aon--.-noco-.-.oo-o

43 . 3. Dots the proposal have the potential to cause 3 physi

yalues? ..
.

¢ of sacred uses within the potential impact FYZT Y N D D [;(]

&. 'l the proposal restrict existing religiou

U. Meadamry Fidings a} Significance.

. 1. Dors the pruject have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, reduce the habitat of 4 fish or
vrlidhife species, cause a hish or wildlife population to drop below selfssustaning levels, threaten vo ehminate
2 plant or ammal commumty, reduce the number or restnct the range of a rare of endangered plant or .
animal or eliminate important examples of the major peniods of Califorma history of prehistory?. v oo v v o s D D E{]
* 2. Does the project have the poreatial to achieve short-term, to the disadvantage of long-term, environmental

T 3 T A LA .-
3. Does the project have impacts which are individually timited, but cumulatively considerable? . .......

1 effects which will cause substantial advesse effects on human beings, D E_] [i-_]

4. Does the project have environmentd
o sither directly or indireCtly? oo vaeare et

ENTAL EVALUATION (Sez Comments Attsched)

‘11, DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONM

/

. .

a2 .

. gpe attached project description, Discussion of Environmental’

y © v 7 gwaluation.

/
| IV. PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION
On the basts of this initial evaluation:
. Eﬁ I find the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant etfect on the environment, and 3 NEGATIVE DECLARATION vall
R ) Ees srepated, )
) D 1 find that although the propasad project could have 3 signihicant effect on the environment, there will not be a signtfrcant rftect
. i dus Cowe because the mMiligation measun® described on an attached sheet have been acded to the project. A NEGAT IvE
. "DECLAQ;\T!ON will oo prepared.
o =1 | faach the proposed project MAY have 3 significant effect on the environmant, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
o e requid 7

"Datez KOV

e the Blate L amihy Comeivaion

|- = =~KLEXANDER 1L GONZALEZ

“an
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DISCUSSIO! OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION

Local disruption and compaction of soil will occur in
the immediate vicinity of the drill rig when it is
.moved on and off a drillsite. - A minimal amount of
carthmoving to construct drillsites might be required
at scme locations. . .

Some drilling sites might involve constructing level
drillsites in hilly terrain.

Some increase of wind and water erosicn of any soil
at newly constructed drillsites, especially in hilly
terrain, will occur during rain and windstorms.

Temporary dust emissions may occur during drilling
and possible construction of drillsites.

Drilling may penctrate one or more aquifers with a
subsequent fiow path through the drill hole. How-
ever, it is anticipated no water bearing formations
will be penctrated. If ground water is encountered,
the drill hole will be plugged with cement upon
abandonment. : .

The operating drill rig and service vehicle activities
will temporarily increase the existing noise levels
in the relatively quiet desert environment.
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LOCATION OF STATE LAMDS

OWENS LAKE PERMIT AREAS (See Map)

Inyo County

1. Ti6S; R37E; Sections 29, 30, 31, 32

2. T16S, R36E; Sections 25, 36 _

3. T17S, R37E; Sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 18, 19, 32 (W 1/2 of the
SW 1/4)
T17S, R36E; Sections 1 (SE1/4), 12, 13
T18S, R37E; Sections 2 (s l/2),.7 (W 1/2 of the W 1/2),
15 (S 1/2), 16 (S 1/2), 17 (s 1/2)., 19, 20, 2%, 22, 27,
28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33

Reference: 4th Stanaard Paral!él

Danby Lzke Permit Area (See Hap).

San Bernardino Countvy

Section 36 in T2N, R17E
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PROJECT DESCRIPTIOMN

The purpose of this project is to conduct a geophysical survey

and exploratory test well drillings and developnent to assgess
the areas groundwater and brine resources. This dats will be

used in an investigation to assess the feasibility of constructing

a nonconvective salt-gradient type sola: pond electric ﬁower

generatic facility in California.

The purposed facility would be constructed in stages starting

with a 5 MWe module and may be expanded to 2 maximum total

<

‘capacity of 20 MWe. Each module would have a 60 to 100 acre

)
1

.

pond with depth of 15 to 20. feet.

The investigation will be conducted under the directions of

the Geotechnical Enginecring Section.of the Southern Californisa
Edison Company. Drilling Operations Qill be sub-contracted

but directed by SCE; The study will be conducted over a six

month period. The actual time on site will be approzimately

20 days.

N .
1. Show how the progosed project wiil be carried out;.
including initial construction equigment, technigues,
time schedules and operational reguirements. -~ _

exploration activities are summarized belcw:

TR .:-SF

+

7 PR R I




Geophysical Survey

Phis would be a non-destructive test. D.C. resisitivity
soundings will be used for reconnaisance level interroga-
tion of the brine arnd ground water resoQurces at the Qwens
Lake and Danby Lake sites. A maximum of 20 soundings wéuld
be made at Owens, and a'maximum of two soundings wouldvbe

.

made at Danby. Proposed locations for the soundings are

*

shown on the attached maps.

The soundings are made by applying & D.C. current to the
¢round surface with several electrode separations that

range from 20 to 4000 feet. As.%he'electrode spacing 1is
increased, the cumulative resistance of deeper and deeper
strata can be measured. The }esultinq model, which consists
of layered resistances, can be used tc estimate the thick-
ness and total dissolved solids content of the subsurface

aquifers. The equipment used for the work consists of a

10 KW motorwgencrator set. The work will be conducted by

.

SCE personnel.

v

Test Well Drilling

Test wclls.will be constructed for the purpose of the brine

and fresh water aquifer testing; The locaticns of the weils
will in large part be detcrmined by the results of the D.C.

soundings, and the conditions encountered by the previous

test walls.

CELD D
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At Owens Lake, the brine source is rather well known, so
emphasis will be placed on groundwater exploration. At

Danby Lake, both brine and groundwater aquifers need to be
proven by test wells. The equipment used will be a truck-

mounted rotary water well drill. However, if access is

.
.
.

is difficult, a lighter drill mounted on a four-wheel
drive carrier with flotaéion implement tires will be used.
This equipment weuld be used to drill up to six test welis
at Owens Lake and two wells at Danby Lake, depending upon
the conditions encountered. The drill ﬁoles would be 4 to
10 inches in diameter with a mavimum depth of 730 oz,
Drilling f£luid will be water wi brine compatible clay.
The exact depth of the drill holes will‘depend upon the
distribution of the fresh water and brine aquifers. This

distribution will be determined by an examination of ali

available data,

Upon completion of drilling, the holes will be E-logged.

If the E-log and cuttings log indicates the formations
encountered dre favorable, the holes will be cased. The
casing will be 4-inch, 6<=inch, or 8-inch ID steel. pipe
with a gravel pack, if pessiktle. The wells will then be
developed and pumped by either an engine driven turbine
or electric submersible pump. A 20-foot sanitary grout

seal will be provided.
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If undesirable conditions are encountercd 'by the wells,

such as a brine aquifer under artesian pressure which
might pollute a frésh water zone, the well will be pumped
full of grout after testing. An exploration hole which

is not cased will be abandoned by pumping it full of a
sanded grout. Specific ccndicions encountered may require

other methods of abandoment as discussed in the EPA

Manual of Water Well Construction Practices,

If no undesirable conditions are encountered by a test
well, and it is agreeable to State Lands, a lcckagle

steel cap or welded steel plate will be attached to the.
top of the casing upoﬁ completion of testing. A reinforced

6 by 6 £t. concrete pad will be’constructed around the casing.

Auger Drilling .

Equipment used for auger holes will be a truck mounted

flite auger, hollow stem auger, or bucket auger, This
equipment. will be used to obtain engineering éata soil
samples. A maximum of twenty auger holes, 8 to 36 inches

in diameter to a maximum depth of 100 feet, %ill be drilled.
The holes will be backfilled with cuttings upon completion
of testing. The purpose of the auger holes would be to
obtain soils engineering data and samples  for, pond design,

or to investigate shallow brinc depcsits.
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51l drilling equipment described anove will be provided by

1 or exploration drilling contractors. ' Inspection,

water wel

and data recording will be done by Edison

supervision,

Brine and Water Chemistry

the. exploration wells, water samples

_During test pumping of

Electrical conductivity

will be taken for chemical analysis.

of the discharge water will be checked frequently, and extra

be taken if significant changes occur.

water samples will

A

2. <Show the project's future phases Qr extensions, if any.
3 Y

If either Cwens or Danby Dry Lake is selected as the )

of the project will include soils

site, future phases

engineering work to provide earthwork design parameters,

and if technically and economically feasible full develop-

ment of the proposed generating facility.

3. Detail other proposed projects that will be dependent
upon this project oxr will be directly influenced by. .

i
. . R

this project, . :

® None .

R 4., Describe existing deyelopment in the vicinity which will
directly (or indirectly) influence or be influenced by

rbuluiiutat SRS . o e e e e e

.t e e . e . N

 this projec:.

The existing development at Owens Lake is By Lake Minerals

Presently Lake Minerals Company mine dry Trona

Company .
S Q on an 18,000 acre leasc aad pay California State Lands a
~ v/ -
royalty of $100,000 - $300,000 por year, depending on

production.




"

fheir present mining area is on the couthcast edge of the

main crystal body shown in the shaded portion of the map.

Lake Mincrals is a subsidary of cominco of America COrp.. and

‘is planning a major expansion of thelr operation. This

emical processing plant which will use

expansion includes a c¢ch

9
several thousand acre-feet of water per year,

5. Enable the ccmmission to determine if the project:

a.) 4is in the pest interest of the state;

The ultimate objective of the project is to develop
a renewable enerdy resource. This is in line with
our nztional energy policy and the e's eneargy
policy to become energy sufficient at duce the
nation's dependency on foreign oil i

conflicts with the various trusts un which state lands

are held;

This project plan to use Witer from the-same reservolir
that Lake Minerals plan to use in their expansion
program. The first phase of this project will bec an
investigate to determine whether adaquate resources
* are available for both prcjects.

is a viablc use of state lands.

Yes,® the project would promote the develocment of a
renewable energy resource, help in cdust abatement in
the Owens Lake Area, and preduce some state revenue.






