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PRC 6375
GENERAL LEASE - RIGHT-0F-WAY USE

APPLICANT: Molycorp, Inc.
F. 0. Box 124
Mountain Pass, California 92366

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION:
A 100 foot wide strip containing a 5.477-acre

parcel of State school land, located in
San Bernardino County.

LAND USE: Installation, operation and maintenance
of a l4-inch diameter pipeline for the
gransportation of potable water.

TERMS OF PROPOSED LEASE:
Initial period: 49 years from January 20,

1983.

Public liability insurance: $300,000 for
combined single limit
coverage.

CONSIDERATION: $668 per annum with the State reserving
the right to fix a different rental on

ecach fifth anniversary of the lease.

BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION:
Pursuant to 2 Cal. Adm. Code 2003.
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PREREQUISITE TERMS, FEES AND EXPENSES:
Filing fee and processing costs have been

received.

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES:
A, P.R.C.: Div. 6, Parts 1 and 2; Div. 13.

B. Cal. Adm. Code: Title 2, Div. 3; Title 14,
Div. 6.

AB 884: 3/10/83.

OTHER PERTINEN.' INFORMATION:
1. The applicant desires to install a

l4-inch diameter pipeline for the transpor-
tation of potable water. The current
water available has excessive fluoride,
over three parts per million. The pipeline
water will supply potable water which
is in conformance with a mandate for
a lower fluoride-level drinking water
by the San Bernardino County Health
Department.

The right-of-way will be 100 feet wide

and approximately one-half mile long
across the NE% of Section 16, TIL6N,

R13E, SBM which is State school lands.

The pipeline will be buried six-inches

to two feet deep, except at wash crossings
where burial or Liridging may be employed.

A Negative Declaration No. 324 was

prepared and circulated pursuant to

CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines

and no adverse comments were received

through circulation. The negative declaration
found that the project will not have

a significant effect on the environment.

The project is situated on lands identified
as possessing significant environmental
values pursuant to P.R.C. 6370.1, and
classified in a use category "B" which
authorizes Limited Use. The project

as proposed will not have a significant
effect upon the identified environmental
values.
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EXHIBITS: A. Land Description.
B. Location Map.
C. Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. DETERMINE THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED
FOR THIS PROJECT BY THE COMMISSION AFTER CONSULTATION
WITH RESPONSIBLE AND TRUSTEE AGENCIES.

CERTIFY THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION, NO. 324, HAS BEEN
COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CEQA, THE STATE CEQA GUIDE-
LINES, AND THE COMMISSION'S ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS ;
AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN TOGETHER WITH COMMENTS
RECEIVED DURING THE REVIEW PROCESS.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND THAT THE PROJECT IS CONSISTENT
WITH ITS USE CLASSIFICATION.

AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE TO MOLYCORP, INC. OF A 49-YEAR
GENERAL LEASE - RIGHT-OF-WAY USE, FROM JANUARY 20,
1983; IN CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL RENT IN THE AMOUNT
OF $668, WITH THE STATE RESERVING THE RIGHT TO FIX

A DIFFERENT RENTAL ON EACH FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LEASE; PROVISION OF PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE IN THE
AMOUNT OF $300,000 FOR COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT COVERAGE;
FOR THE INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF

A 14~INCH DIAMETER POTABLE WATER PIPELINE ON THE LAND
DESCRIBED ON EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED AND BY REFERENGE
MADE A PART HEREOF.
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EXHIBIT "A"
LAND DESCRIPTION 11 23078

A strip of State school lands 100 feet wide in Section 16, T16N, RI3E, SBM,
San Bernardino County, State of California, said strip lying 50 feet on each
side of the following described centerline:

COMMENCING at a witness corner bearing M 0° 17' 25" E 6.60 feet
from the East 1/4 corner of said Section 16; thence along the
east line of said Section 16, N 0° 17' 25" E 932.39 feet to the
south iine of Tract 38 of said Township; thence along the bound-
ary of said Tract 38, S 89° 54' 29" W 264.16 feet; thence H 00°
06' Zo" W 168.17 feet to the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING; thence
westerly 24.26 feet along a curve concave to the south, said
curve having a radius of 6150 feet, a radial bearing of N 4° 21"
00" W at the beginning of said curve, thiough a central angle of
0° 13" 34"; thence non-tangent to said curve N 88° 27' 40" Y
2361.11 feet to a point on the west line of the NE 1/4 of said
Section 16 and the end of the herein described line.

END OF DESCRIPTION

Q REVISED NOV. 30, 1982 BY BOUNDARY AND TITLE UNIT, LEROY WEED, SUPERVISOR.
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‘STATE OF CALIFONRNIA

STATE LANDS COMMISSION ' EXECUTIVE OFFICE
1807 - 13th Streer

Yacramento, Califarnis 95814

PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION EIR ND 1324

File Ref.: W 23078

SCH#t: 82082708

Project Title: Molycorp Pipeline.

Project Location: ' NE% of Section 16, T.16 N., R.13 E., S.3.M., appro.dimately one
mlle west of Mountain Pass, San Bernardino County; California.

Project Description: Placement of a 10-inch potable water pipeline from Valley
Wells to Mountain Pass, paralleling axixting Cal-Nev petro-
leum pipeline along old U.S. Highway 91 and Interstate 15,
to transport higher quality drinking water to Mountain Pass.

-]

This NEGATIVE DECLARATION is prepared pursuant to the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act (Section 21000 et seq. of the Rublic Resources Code), the State
CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000 et seq., Title 14, of the California Administrative Code),
and the State Lands Commission regulations (Section 2901 ec seq., Title 2, of the
California Adminiscrative Code), .

Based upon the attached Initial Study, it has been found that:

.

,137 the project will not have a siguificant effect on the environment.

‘e
-

z 7 t .«tached micigation measures will avoid Jotentially significant effecss,

Contact, Person: Ted T. Fukushima
1807-~13th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: (916)322-7813
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ENVIIONENTAL, ASCESS W3 LAND iCTURY

O3 SN

Eovivarownnal Sacsianent

. Bresesod Accien = Alternn dves

G A, The Molveero Minimy Couration at liowmcain Pass made spplicaties
Ty on theeh 22, 19682 for a wight-of-way, GV 12453, The pupose of

e tha request was to auhorize the buildinge cf a 10 inch potable

R water pipeline from Vell.y Wells to lountuin Pass, Califomia. '
L Tue pipeline would ioweghly parallel the Cal-iev Pipeline Cczpany
' petrolewtn pijeline corridor threugh the area, old U.S. Highvay
91 &d Interstate 1S. .

Discreet acrions inciude the tranching of a corridor for che pipeline
vhich will be bizZad st 2 depth of siv inches tc wo fuet. The
aprlicant prepeses o bridge che washes and gellies. The water
facility associatad wirth this pineline and thes oroviding the

water to be transportzd, will be ceastructed at cne of four sites
selected for potential drilling as recomirzed by a comtrected

water tzble/recharge rcport. The four sitas are iccaczad on Molycorp
owxned private land and valiid Molycrop mill site claims, respeccive’y.

”~ .t(l

Ninety percant of the water transported will b2 directed “oward
industrial use and 10 percent wWill fiil Jdomestic needs at the

Moo nd

;
Yoantain Pass coomnity.

B. The cnly atlernatirs action considorad in light of this request
was thac of no acticn or rejection or the oropssal. This weuld

slace a burden sn Molveorn's cperution as they have demwnstrated
a reed for additicnal vacer through increased operarticms and persca-

nel,

I. Affocted Frerromnent

The nrurosed action is lecared on the eastem bujeda/slope of
Shadow Valliey in che castern Mojave Desert of San Demardino
Coanty. The dominant geograchic featiures in this area are Clark
Mounizain to che novth, the Mescal Ramge and Ivannah Mowmrcains
to the southeost, Cima Do furcher to the souch, and Shadow
Valley vo the imme:lizte west, nortlwest ond souch. The prososad
pipeline will fellow from on elevation of acmreximactely 3600

. feet to almost 4800 feer at lowntain Pass. The Clazk Mountain
and tascal munges, Ivanpch Mowntains and Cima Dome form a divide
separating rwo larpe drainape svsters. ‘Ine Clark Momtain/
Yalley Wells mreais cnz of che ibjave Neserc's pranddster dischorme
locations, marked by springs at the higher elevaticus and by wells

in cha valley.
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cted by the proposal wig:h 2.35

Approsizately 117,58 acres will be ¢
actions.

tiecc
acres dircccly irpacted by tha discreet
To paraphs ase the repost on "Ground Water Coeuditions in Stadow Valley,
Califomiy', as it peretains Lo relhazpe:

Tetal anmual recharge is estimated bemveen 1600 z2cxe feet and
3500 acre Fa2e=. The total estimated current wacer use in the
valiey is 25 acre feet. On che right-of-way cemmit amplicaticn,
total water draw iz iisted as 192 "‘1.1110"1 allms ver vear which
is 389 acre feet per vear. Thus, i W\.cr—o is well vichin the most

consexvative estimate of water :cclurge to the valley.

Fcr additicnal infowmation, see resort by Leroy Crodell and Associates
in the case file.

The stbject area is rot oor 1sidered to te crucial h
Species including the deserc tortaisc. Ihe area
of the o"*-"'ued pipeline Is within rather margina
bighorn shee There aze no foderallv cor state-1
known to uCCLR' in or near the subjec: area.

abitat for anv wildlife
£ the cosrtemm terminvs
he bi at for cesert

ted svecies of wildlife

a
i
is

Plast comamitics cressed by the proposed pipeline tfrom Vallev VWells to
Mouatain Pass include Shadescale Scrud, Blackbush Scrub and Jostua Tree
Woocland, Characreristic pL.n" soecies in those commmities include
shadescale, winter fat, =nd spiny hop saze; blackbush, nevada morman tea.
znd spiny menodera; joshua trze, mojeve vucca, and narrcwical go'<sm-
tush, respectively. Four senmsitive clant svecies are known o cwcur in
tne zrea of the preposed ‘.C"ICT‘. Astrozalus cimae var, clzmeze, Crvotaatha
cumilasa, Exrigeron parisnii. znd Pracelia anelsonii. Two UPA's (mosual
pLINL asscwblages) ocm nz.rnw\ or neer cthe preposed rischt-of-tay:
"‘zades..ale Scn.': Accamblege and Posic Papiccia Asserbloge asgocizared

vith limestone/dolomire oaccroppmg_s.

Tne proposed action is i1 cluded wizhin thoe Valley Pells and Clark Mountain
grazing allotnants. )

The preoposed acticn is located in an area evaluated visually zs VX4 Class
il,. »hich states that chianges cauzed by a oroncsed activity should not be
evident in the chavacrerisiic landsca e A contrast may e scen Lur should
not arrract atsenticn. The project, 5 "L't‘u:-d, will injcct o mera then

minimal visuval impact to che present envirciment.

A cuitural resources cvaluarien s nerfommed by @ archacologzical team
a.,sociaged w*'th the L’niversit‘; of Caiifornia-Riverside. A review of the
1 Sire Senersy reesrds indicated that nine ore-
m.cmsl v} rew-c’ ices '.:cre located within % mile of the rroposed pipeline
T,m_t.e. wmne of “‘xc.s sites were me uncered during careful ingvecticn of
the ro"ce ad it can anly be assimed chat they oze lecated furrnher them
50 reters: frem the prc_-l.‘a;';',r'd s/ I'ne. thie isolzted Brown Ware
cerznl ¢ sherd was located in the ricinity of *he recorded lecozien of CA-
SBr-2091.  Fer additioncl jmfonmnizicn swe report included in case Sfile.
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Rased upon infomation supplied by the San Bernardinu County Miseuws

paleoatologist, it has beon learned that lacusiring
Wells area arc known €O produce fossil pummoth teetrh and jaws. Such
TeIinS were Jdixcovered dJuring oxcavaticn for the Cul-Nev Pipeline

Corpany right-af-nav which parallels the proposed agcion., Particuiar
arcuas of coacern werce identificd as T. 1o Mo, R. 12 E; 5BRYM; sections

26 and 27.

e

Eaviromnontal Censequence

The ground water report commissioned by Molycorp prior o zpplication for
Tight-of-way proscnis data which lessens the fear of water deplerion in
the \alley Wells-Mountain Pass arca. Recharge capabilities are such
thas prescnt uses would rot be slishted by furthe
water to dosert commumitics ard mining operaticrs 1is ¢€ ongoiny concermn
with all activities contipgent upcn thesc effores. Given the report’s
figures, grownd watsr receneration in Shadow Valley weuld not be sdversely

affected by the implications of the proposed action.

bildlife ans vegetation would not be permanently imacred bY the rropased
£ the

i :ipated o result in enly moderate distuption ©
oning of the biotic commuaities in the area. Moderate
and orderly natural successionsrevezatation is anticipated to taxe 23-100
vears after completion of the sroposcd projest. No irpacts to sensitive
plants or UPA's are anticipited 2s a resul® of the proposed 2ction.

action, wrich 1s ant
strucsure and ol

»

+a7i

The proposed acrion would not adversely affect the two grazing allotments
traversed. There are no Tange improvaments represcaceé in this area

T e
sha: wouid he crossed by the pireiine. The water rakio which supplies
sha livcatack watering facilizizs in this 2rea would pof he adversely

irpacted.

»d action is not loczted within a Wilderness Study Area. The

‘The propos
irlined, is within ithe criteria assigmed to Visual RQesource

Froject, as G
‘Management Cluss il -

It was the conclusion of the contracted archaeological Teport taal the
installaticn of the preposecd water pipeline in the surveyed corridor would
not have an adverse impact on the cultural resources of the Vaiiey walls-

\pbintain Pass ar2d.

sodiments in the Valley

shor developments. Supplying

4
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Recarended Mirivration

Standard stioulations for archaeological resources and surface distizbing
actics will be imposed. Alsv, stwould any livestock fences be crossed,
the improverent shall se repairad to its criginal condition and no

opportunizy allewad for the loss of cattla. '

r o _»
B. Decision Fuciors

1. Lond Status

y OF the 9.7 miles of pipeline required ro transrort varer from
bi- Valley Wells o towatain Pass, all but aporoxirately .9 miles is
lceated cn Public Land acninistered by the Heedles Pesoutce frea
OFffice. There are sevaral rights-cf-viay in evidence:

L4 0168855 25' pipeline

. 1A 0104359 20' pole lime
e g s 5507  25' pipeline

' R 01718 200" road ‘ :

nrivate parcel travecsed by the proposed pineline is owec

The one
o Ly Ruth Shelby. Permission has been jranted by her for the crcss-
ing of her property by a Molymrp pipeline.
0 ' II. location ond Ifentificaticn
)y The subject 1land tndsr raquest for right-of-way is locazed in 1.
a 27 2 a 17 .

16 ¥., R. 12, 13 E.; 532§ secticns 24, 26, 27, 28 and 13, i-,
o 15, 16, 17, 19, 24 respectively, between Valley Wells and Momtzin
Pass, Californiz, north of Interstate 15.

¥olycorp Fiagged the Touce to £agilivare field evwomination and sumvey

prior to cvaluation. by the Needles Resource Area tfice.

Iy
ta

e,
PN

i
~ . III. Access

ALCESD
> Tne propcsed right-of-way iz reached by exiting off Interstate 15
Lo at eithor Valley bells (Cima 2cad) or Mocmtain Pass (Bailey Rozd),
T drivirg to old Highway 91, now maincainec asa service rcad., The
e pi-eline is preoosed to parallel this accessway. .

IV. Land Use

Histerically, chis area has heen used for mrezing by varicus
renches. Mining has been 2a frortmt - activicy at the higher

elovaticns.
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