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39. PROSPECTING PERMIT = AMERICAN CoPPER AND NICKEL
coMpaNy, INC., = W 40062

galendarx Tem 39 attached, was pulled from the agenda priox
Lo the meetind.

Attachment: calendar ltem 39 (10 pages)

1667,

) H T Tt
iyt 0 Wb
et Ry

A
At 40 e

ATV



CALENDAR TTEM
8/78

39.. W 40062
Smith
PROSPECTING PERMIT

APPLICANT: American Copper and Nickel Company, Inc.
11437 West 43th Avenue
Wheat Ridge; Colorado 80033

TYPE OF LAND: Sechool land.

AREA AND LOCATION:
Section 36, T12S, R19E SBBM, 1mperial
County. Approximately 10 to 11 miles east
of Glamis.

PROPOSHL: To evaluatée the potential for mineral values
other than oll, gas, and geothermal of
the subject State lLands. The primary explov-
ation objective is ko determine if uranium
ore existeé in commercial quanitites and,
if so, propuse a plan for its extraction.

METHOD OF EXPLORATION:

Initially the surface will be carefully
mapped by plane table and surface samples
caken for analysis. Two exploratory drill
holes are tentatitely scheduled to & maximum
depth of 1,500 feet. Access will be by
existing roads and no strugtures will be
erected. All data obtained will be made
available to the Commission and will be
correlated with that from ad jacent Federal
elaims.

ROYALTY The voyalty shall be 10% of the mine value
of the ore as detalled in fxhibit VA" of
che permit on file in the OfFice of the
Commi ssion.

PRERECUTSITE TERMS:
1., Statutory filing fees and permit fces
have been duposited by the applicankt.,

2. The subject permit has been reviewed
and approved by the Of fice of the Attorney
General as to compliance with applicable
provisions vf law pursuant to Sectlon 6890,
of the Puhlic Resourees Code.




CALENDAR ITEM NO, 39. { CONTD)

The area 1s not known Lo contain commer-
cially valuable deposits of minerals.

The State Launds Commission staff, in
accordance with Article 10, Section 2806(b)
of the Cal. Adm, Qode, has cenducted

an initial study and has concluded

that the project will not have a signiflicant
effect on the environment. Therefore,

in compliance with subsection (c) of

gettion 2906, a Negative Declaration

was prepared and filed with the State
Uleavinghouse.

EXHIBITS: A. Location Map: B. Negative Declavation.
TT IS RECOMMENDED: THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. DETERMINE THAT AN EIR HAS NOT BEEN PREPARED FOR THIS
PROJECT BUT THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED
RY THE COMMISSION STAFT.

CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION ND#226 HAS BEEN
COMPLETED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CALLFOKNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT OF 1970, AS AMENDED, AND THE STATE GUIDELINES;

AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED

1

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THERELN,

DETERMINE THAT THE PROPOSED PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A
STGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT .

FIND THAT GRANTING OF THE APPLICATION WILL HAVE NO
STGNIFICANT EFFECT UPON ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERLSTICS
IDENTIFIED PURSUANT TQ SECTION 6370.1 ET SEQ. OF THE
PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE.

DETERMINE THAT THE LANDS DESCRIBED TN THE PERMIT ARE
NOT KNOWN TO CONTALN COMMERCTALLY VALUABLE DEPOSITS
OF MINERALS.

AUTHORIZE ITSSUANCE OF THE PROSPECTING PERMIT, TO THE
AMERTCAN COPPER AND NICKEL COMPAMY;, INC., FOR A TERM

OF 2 YEARS FOR ALL MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, CGAS AND
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES 1N SECTION 36, T128, RI9E, SRB&M,
1MPERTAL COUNTY; IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STANDARL FORM
OF PERMIT. ROYALTY PAYARLE UNDER ANY PREFERENTTAL LEASE
TSSUED UPON DISCOVERY OF COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSTTS,
FOR ANY AND ALL M:NERAL PRODUCTS EXTRACTED OR REMOVED
FROM SALD PREMISES FOR SALE OR STOCKPTLING SHALL BE
DETERMINED AS SEL FORTH IN THE PROSPECTING PERMIT.
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EXHIBIT "A"
W 40062
STATE LANDS COMMIS SION

Application for Prospecting Permit
by
Seclion 36, T 128, RISE,

+MPERIAL COUNTY
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BXHIBLY “B"
NEGATIVE DECLARATION

PROSPECTING PERMIT W 40062

This Negmtive Declaration is prepared pursuant to Sectinn 15083,
california Admihistrative ¢ode, Title 14, Division 6 and is based
upon an Initial Study pursuant to Sections 15080 and 15086 thereofl.

American Copper & Nickel ¢o. Incy has filed an applicat.on for
approval to prospect for minerals other than oil and gaB and geo-
thermal on Section 36, T. 12 S., B. 1% E. S.B.M. Tmperial
County. Emphasis will be placed on evaluating the commarcial
potential of uranium in the N-% of the Section. If it is established
that a commercial ore deposit does exist, the applicant will apply
for a lease to develop said deposit. .

Exploration will consist initially ot surface mapping and sampling
followed by the drilling of two exploratory holes to a max i mum
depth of 1300 feet. Drillsites should not require any significant
preparation, existing roads will provide necessary access. No
permanent facilities will be constructed. Data will be evaluated
and correlated with data cbtained from adjacent Federal claims.

Project will not have any economic effect on the area.

The Initial Study was prepared by the Staff of the State Lands
Commission augmerted by data supplied by the applicant. HMr. Jay
von Werlhof of the Imperial vValley College Museum conducted an

on site archeological study ~f the area and in the subsequent report
stated no prehistorical resources were found in tne entirety of
Section 36. This report and the Initial Study are on £ile in the
Commission's Long Beach Office.

It is indicated that any Environmental Impacts will have only short
term effects and will be temporary and insigntficant. No permanent
evidence of the project will remain arkter its completion; no long
term effects are foresceable. Therefore, it has been determined
that the proposed exploration project will not have significant

. effect on the environment.
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IRIMCAL STUDY ~ PROSPECTING PImtg® W hooG2

Project and Iocoation:

An application has been made to the Caltfornia State Jands Comnmisslon to prog-
pcch for nommetnllic minerals, primnr;lyrurnnium, in the nn of Section 36, 1.
12 $., R, 19 E., 8.B.#,, Imperial County. Section 34 is approximately 37
miles northosst of Brawley and g $ransgeted by Highwey 78 running east-west
(sec attached map).

The ared is accessible from the highvay.

Statement of the Pwrpose of the Project:

The potential wineralization occéurs along 2 zone up te several tens of feet in
widih an& strikes ¢agt-west. cowplatalv through the section. ‘The ppplicant
proposes to 3rill iwo holes into unweathered dedrock, one hole near the west
and one hole near the cast side of tha section @long the strike ¢f the diner-
nl;ze& wone. -

Gendral Ddseription of the Project:

Initially, geclogic mapping and surface sampling will be completed and will
require e two-man field crew working for a period of ten .days to two weeks.
Ohis work will congist of outerop mudding and sampling on foot travoroca ond
the dgvelavmert of local detail Lty means of plane table surveying.

Two exploratory drill holes are programmed, one of the cast side »f the séction
&nd one on the west side, to a projected waximum drilling depth of 1500 fzet.
The drillsites are limited in size to aporoximetely one hundred feet in diameter
and should not require any significent surfoce preparation considering the open
country involved. The network of existing roads will provide adequate access
to the proposed drillsites. No additional réads will be constructed.

The drilling progran will take approximately four to six weeks with an antici-
pated drilling rate of {1fty to seventy feet per day. The drill crew will con-
sist of two men working cne ten-hour shift ver day on a six-day week. Xt 1s
rossidble that if the knowledge guinved from this drilling inaic"tos favorable
mineral potential, some edditional drilling mey be required.

Foo 1ittle is knoun about the geology of the vrospect area to project any plan
of development. Much will depend on the potential of the applicant's clainms
that border thae State parcel. If the prospect earen is found to confain a com-
weraially valuuble miheral deposit, a separeie and detailed environmental.
report will be prepared Lo cover the production phase.

Present Environment:

)

General Geologle Deseription:

»

Section 36 13 near thé southern eid of the Chocolnie Mountains. The cChecolate
Mountaing e within the Mojave Desert goolougle provinee and form the noxth-
castorn wall of the Salton Uasin., They aye composcd partly of pre-Canbrion
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and pre-Cretoccous metpmorphle Tocky intruded by Jurasoic gronitic rocks and
poartly of Tertiovy andesitie snd rhyolitic lave flows, The metamorphic
sehislooe rocks ars of kndwn and probably yre-Cambeian age.

In Section 36, the bedrock wonsicts of pre-Capdrien(?) quartzite snd quartz-
mico schinls whicn are folded, faulted ond swbsequently Zntruded by felsue
ﬁikeu, 51ls and smal) volémnic plugs of Tertiary tge. “he metamsrphic rocks
ne well ap the felsic Antrusive vocks are locally bleached and hydrothermally
iﬁl ered.

Eﬁvir@pmenﬁal Setiivg:

&%n urca is located on the southeastern £lank of the Choedlate Mountatns,
which trand NY-SE and paraliel Highwoy 78 running hetween Brawley and Biythe.
ﬁhe Inperial uand‘nuneg irend slong the south flank of the mountéins énd are
generally acparaﬁed Lrom.then by a parhly disgsected pediment. The Coachella
Capa] runs along the south side of the dune complex thet is between the Dunes
and the Imperidl Valley Irrigation avea.

The region around the subject a..& is sparsely pepulnted ard ine Glamis store
and “atlroad sidxng ten miles souﬁhve¢t Is the only permanent community area
writhin thzrt ~-seven miles., Ihe couatry noxth of the State section is in
rugged, mgneous/m etamorphic comnlex of the Chocolate Hountains. Much of this
range is designated as an aerxal gunne“y range and access to its interior is
Limited by tue torographv or vesiricted by desighation.

The surface nbilization i the orea has béen ﬂinimized by the edverse deésert
climate, gunnery ronge boundaries, and B.L.M. deslbuatlonu in their Deaerﬁ
Vbhible Progranm. There are several sunll surface gold uwines operating in the
genelal arca around Glamis. This prospecting activity has fluctuated over
the years, but never resched & high enough level to allow this area to be des-
QGnatedias & discrete mining district.

The rroject ered is typically mounteinous desert terzain with sparse fauns and
flot » Vegetation observed is:

excosote bush {Iairea divaricata)
mesquite {yrosopis Juliflora)
desert ironwond (Oineye tesota)

Palo Verde {Ceridium £loridum)

ocotillo {Fouquienia sple.dens)

s-50)0 obaexved ave:
red Bpotted toad {Duto punctatus)
zebra-tailed lizard {callisourus draconoides)

Colorade desert sidewinder (crotalug cerastes)
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Yepturn ground snake {oonors semitnidlata)
desort crestéd Lzard {Lipsopfarus dorralis)

linate:

!l'l\e nlirate of Impcriul County and the general Colorado Desext reglon {8 clac-
§ifled as hot and arid, The average eniual rainfall 16 three inches, most of
vhich oceurs during ithe winter months., The abscnce of a eloud cover through-
01_1, nost of the year coniributes to the low relative humidily of the reglon. .

Pnwdronmental Impact

"

TMie small drillsites solected will have only a miroxr, short-term impact apd
there will Ye no long-term adverse cffects on wov sspect of the prezent envie-
onment. The small driild aig ’«ri‘.ll use ‘existing rcdds; water will be delivercd
by tenk truck. MHater used in the diilling process will be collectcﬂ in a
smsl), ‘Cemporary suwp and: recireulated vhen pos sible. When & hole is com-
pletcd the flwid wil] be removed from the sunip and. the sump area returned as
x.ce.. Ly as practicable to ity original c:ond: tion. The drill holes when aban-
ﬁom,d. shall be ¢emented {rom the surface ﬁo fi by feet; bclw the surface and
81l cutting dis persed s0 .8s to Ylend wi th the suri’ace.

Adverse I*nw_ronmenml Be fects Vhich “C‘,annoﬁ ‘Be Avoided YI{ tue Provosal Is
Imple’nemmd S S , ~ ‘ e .

Nohe are anticipated during tbis phese of the evaluation, !mé dril) rig end
fev bervice wvehicles will be inconspicuous and wiil have only & short-term
inpact an the aestbeuca of the arca, There will bé no impact on hunan heaulth
and no disruption of present etologlcal systems.

Mitigation Meesures Proposed to Minimize the Imvack:

DPrilling and scrvice vehicles will be limited in size and nunmbér compatible
vith efficient .oparation. ALl cquipment will be properly maintgined To- opeér-
ate on en energy efficient level. Every effort will be made to utilize per-
sonncl and equiiment on & schedule promoting minimum time for site occupation.

Alternstives ¢n the Proposed Action:

The specific alternative is "No Project". However, the proposed exploration
of the arca is essential to make & valid assessmen’ of the mineral potential
nt depth. )

«

T‘nc Relotionshilp Belween local Shori-Term Uses of Man's Enviromment and the
Lfnntc: nee and Imhohcemont of Jowg-Pori Yroductivity:

The design of this progranm is such that there will be no cumulative ox long-
range ef'fect which could impact the ‘environment. Until the time o _potcntial
minernl regsource is jdentified there will be only short~term impacts.

Any Irreversible Fnviroimental Chanpes Which Would Be Involved in the Pro-
posed Action Sipuld 11 Bo Implementod: ’ '

o frreversidle enviromwental changes will be weoduced by the proposed program.
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There wild be & smadd expenditure of fued enory,. and no gxign‘ificunt surfoacse
alberabion whidh could propagate future LHONELs »

Giovth Induging Tpoet of {he Proposcd hctiont

fne oxploration pnase of this project will have no effoct on the growth of
the ares. I the preject ored conboing o comnerclolly voluable mineral
deposit, no Lense agreemant Al be concluded unill an envipopme'nmi impact
peport is prepared davering ihe production phase.

»

12, Economic and Socin) Facborst

gnere will not beé any signiticant changes Liom existi‘ﬁg, conditions.
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NER fan ol ¢ K W A0062
STATE LANDS COMMISSION

Applicution for Prospecting Peemit
¢ ' by
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