MINUTE ITEM 1/26/66

k6. REPORT TO THE STATE ILGISIATURE RE DEBRIS REMOVAL AND CONTROL AY CLEAR
IAKE, PURSUANT 70 S.C.R. NO. 16 AND A.C.R. NO. 23, 196k SPECIAT LEGYSLATIVE
SESSION - V.0. 4563.1.

During discussion of Calendar Ttem 49 attached, Commissioner Champion indicated
that he did nobt agree with some of the recommendations, and preferred to have
the report submitted without the detailed reccmmendations. He indicated that
the debris problem at Clear Lake was only a part of the total debris problem
with which ‘the navigable waters of the State are beset, and that the entire
subject should be the Gbject of a comprehensive legislative study.

UEON MOTION IULY MADE AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED, THE FOLIOWING RESOLUTION WAS

"~ ATOPTED:

1. 'THE STATE LANDS COI&!ISSIG:*{ ADOPTS THE REFORT PREPA’HED BY STAFF DURSUANT |
%0 SENATE CONCUERENT RESOLUTION NO. 16 AND ASSFMBLY CONCURRENT HESOLA-
TION NO. 23, 196 IEGISIATIVE SESSION, IST. E.S., VODIFIED T0. INCLUDE
ONLY ‘IHE RECOMMENDATION THAT:

A. 'THE IEGISEATURE INSTITUTE A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY DESIGNED T0
DEVEIOP AN OVER-ALL IEGISIATIVE POLICY ¥OR DEBRIS FEMOVAL
AND CONTROL IV ALL NAVIGABIE WATERS OF THE STATE AND TO
IMPLEMENT SUCH POLICY BY ATOPTION OF APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION.

THE BTATE TANDS DIVISION IS 10 ASSIST IN SUCH STUDY O THE EXTENT DESIRED BY
THE LEGISTATURE.,

{'E MODIFIED STAFF REPORT, . mmn AS EXHIBIT 1" AND MADE A PART OF THESE
HMINUTES BY REFERENCE THERETO, zs O FILE AT THE I0S ANGELES OFFLEOE OF THE
smrﬂ LANDS COMMISSION. ) :

2. THE QOMAISSTON AUTHORIZES THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 70 SUBMIT THE REPORT
REFERRED 7T0- TN (1) ABOVE, AND AS AMENDED mm, 0 BE LEGISLATURE
AT THE 1966 BULGET SESSION, L

3. THE COMMISSION AUTHORIYES THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO TESTIFY BEFORE SUCH
LEGISTATIVE COMMTTIEE OR COMMITIEES AS MAY BE DISIGHATED 10 ACT ON THE
SUBJECT MATTER OF THE HEPORT.

Atbachment
Calendar Ttem 49 (3 pages)
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REPORT TO THE STATE LEGISLATURE RE DEBRIS REMOVAL AND CONTROL AT CLEAR IAxE,
PURSUﬁNg T0 S.C.R. NO. 16 AND A.C.R. NO. 23, 1961!- SPECL»L LECIGLATIVE SF‘SSION -
W.0. 4563.1.

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 16 and Assenbly Concursent Resociution Fo. 23
were passed by the State Legislature in the 196k Specisl Session.

The resclutions reguested the State lands Commission to:

*,..survey the low water mark of Clear Iake in Laks County,
California. «.and to study and meke a recommepdation to the
Legislature with respect to who_ should be responsible for
neinteining the lske hotto +6 further study sad deteimine
what ae ion is necessaty ’co remc:ve the debris that has accumu~

lated and accumilates in the future, and what the cost of that
achbion would bej..."

Accondingly, the staft of the Commission have t:ehémc‘heﬁ the requested study,

and a)re’pori‘. has been prepsred for submission to the Iegislature (Exhibit
No. 1

The survey, by shaff, of the low water mark at Clear Iake is approxima‘bely

&5‘% complete. An additionsl 2% years of actusl field and office time will
Ye requived before finel survey maps are completed (6 to 8 months of field
time and the balance in offive time). Limiting factors have been and will
continue to be insufficient steff and funds, and the physical circumstances
of the lake area itself. Field work can be accomplished only during certsgin
optimum months of the year, nominally March through October.

_ The msjor findings of the study are as fo&lws~

1. A debris problem doe g, mﬂeed, exist at Clear Ieke. The same condition
Hlso éxists In other 18kes located throughout the State whare no public
agency, whether federsl, State, or local, has taken Jurdsdictiom snd
accepted responsibility for debris removal and control.

The debris problem is parbiculsrly scute at Clear Izke due to 2 present
Jack of flood-control measures, an annusl rainfall of about 50 inches,
the relatively short and steep courses of tihe streams feeding into the
1&1{6, and the errstic nature of the storms in ths B e

Tne Federsl goverm:;av = tekon u0 action concsruing Clesr Iake and no
[ 229

State ageucy has teen a,ws:v.gnga the responsibility to keep the State’s
streams end laskes free frwom debris. ' ‘

~ Should the Leglslature Iix such resgponsibility in a Shate agency, 1t could
cause the State to become lisble for personal injuries stitributeble to
debrig not removed.




5.

SUPPLEMENTAL CAIENDAR ITEM 49. (CONTD.)

No funds are ;presnnuq available to any State agency for instituting
either 2 "one time" or permanent debris-removal-and-control progrem &t
any of the State's lakes or streams.

Based on the Tindings, the following recommendations to the Legisliature have
been incorporated into the report:

1.

2.

The State Lands Commission be assgigned the responsibility, by statute, to
institute a debris-removal program in Clear Lake.

In the leglslation essigning such responsibility, it be clearly stated
that:

a. The program be limited to Cleaxr Lake only.

b. The undé:r;baking of a potential clearimg of debris from Clear Lgke
shall not keep it from being considered "unimproved” within the mean~
ing of Section 831.6 of i;he Goirermment Code.

The work may be perfomea, by State employees or through privete con-
tracts.

An initial sum of $50,000 be sppropriated by the Legislaturs, to be uped
by the State Lands Commission as it finds necegsary and degirsdle, for
1im1ted. programs of 6ebris removal ana control at czear Leke.

Section 6303.1 of the Public Resources Ccde be aménaef‘f 'bj the addition of
the words “or who deposits, or causes tc be deposited, any Gébris in the
ravigeble waters, stremms; lakes, sioughs, bays, or estnaries”. The
section would then read as follows (with additions unaer}.ined}

"6303.1 Any person who willfully £iXis, dredges, or reclajms
any state-owvned land under the jurlsdiction of the State Lands Com-
misgion underlying any navigable waters, or who erects, maintains,

ramoves, or glterg any structure on such land, without written

authorization from the State Tends Commission or other publiic ageney
having Jurisdichicn, or who deposits, or causesg to ba deposited, any
debris in the navigeble waters, stresms, lakes, buys, or egtuaries,
is guilty of a misdemeandr,.”

The State Lands Commission be au%horized to investigate the possibility
of a joint program between the State and the County of ILake for debrim
removal and conbrol. Such a program might include the use of prison
lgbor.

The Legislgture assign to the appropriate legislative s"sudy conmitiee the
gubject of debris removal and control in all the navigable waters of the
State not falling within the responeibility and jurisdiction of the
federal govermment for the purpose of developing & comprehensive debris-
control program.




SUFPLEMENTAL, CALENDAR TTEM 4g. (CONTD.)

IT IS RECOMMENDZD THAT:

1.

THE STATE IANDS COMMISSION ADOPT THE REPOKT, INCLUDING RETOMMENDATIONS,
PREPARED PURSUANT TO SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 16 AND .ASSEMBLY
CONCIRRENT RESOLUTION NO. 23.

THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER BE AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT THE COMMISSION REPCRT TO
THE FEGISLATURE AT THE 1966 BUDGET SESSION. '

THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER BE AUTHORIZED T0 TESTiE‘ Y BEFCRE SUCH TEGISLATIVE
COMMITTEE OR COMMITTEES AS MAY BE DESICNATED TO ACT ON THE SUBJECT MATTER
OF THE REPORT.




