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 STAFF REPORT 

C74
A 34 02/04/19 

 PRC 9378.2 
S 16 V. Perez 
 

CONSIDER APPLICATION TO EXTEND A 
MINERAL PROSPECTING PERMIT FOR PLACER GOLD 

AND MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, OR 
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES, SAND AND GRAVEL 

 
APPLICANT: 

Ronald James Martin 
 

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION: 
Approximately 145 acres of State fee-owned school land (State Parcel Number 
168-011; Assessor’s Parcel Number 097-210-06), located within Section 36, 
T28½ S, R40E, MDM, Kern County (State parcel) (see Exhibits A and B, 
attached). 
 

BACKGROUND: 
On October 14, 2014, (Item C94, October 14, 2014), the Commission approved 
issuance of a 1-year mineral prospecting permit (permit), PRC 9164.2, to the 
Applicant to prospect for precious metals (namely, placer gold) on the State 
parcel. The original 1-year term expired on October 31, 2015.  
 
On October 13, 2016, (Item C53, October 13, 2016), the Commission approved a 
new 2-year permit (issued as PRC 9378.2), to continue prospecting activities. 
The Applicant is now seeking a 1-year extension for permit PRC 9378.2. During 
this 1-year permit extension, activities will be limited to field work involving 
geological mapping, rock chip sampling, dry washing, and hand-panning, (see 
Exhibit C, attached). The original permit authorizes prospecting on the State 
parcel with not more than two people and to collect approximately 20 pounds of 
rock samples, using two to three 5-gallon buckets, a handheld shovel, and a 
handheld geologic rock hammer. For prospecting, the Applicant will use a dry-
washer, which is a small mechanical apparatus powered either by hand, a small 
electric motor, or a lawn mower engine. It is used to discover and separate 
heavier mineral particles and precious metals from loose, dry sediments. The 
denser mineral particles are transferred to a gold pan, to pan out and segregate 
fine gold particles. For the hand panning method, the Applicant will use about 10 
to 20 gallons of water in a small tub. The Applicant will document and report all 
his findings to the Commission on a quarterly basis. 
 

http://archives.slc.ca.gov/Meeting_Summaries/2014_Documents/10-14-14/Items_and_Exhibits/C94.pdf
http://archives.slc.ca.gov/Meeting_Summaries/2016_Documents/10-13-16/Items_and_exhibits/C53.pdf
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PERMIT EXTENSION AND EXPLORATION RESULTS: 
On February 25, 2015, the Applicant submitted a royalty payment of $20.40. 
Using a dry-washer, the Applicant recovered 3 grams of placer gold, valued at 
$102. In accordance with the Public Resources Code, all mineral prospecting 
permits require a royalty of 20 percent of the gross value of all minerals 
produced, extracted, shipped, used, or sold. Due to these positive results and to 
continue his prospecting activities, the Applicant is requesting this 1-year 
extension under PRC 9378.2. No other additional activity is proposed in this 
application.  
 

TERM OF PROPOSED PERMIT EXTENSION: 
The permit’s original term was for 2 years effective November 1, 2016. The 
permit expired on October 31, 2018. If approved by the Commission on February 
4, 2019, the permit’s extension term will be retroactive from November 1, 2018, 
through October 31, 2019. Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6891, this 
last 1-year extension will conclude the 3-year term allowed under this permit . 
 

ROYALTY: 
Royalty payable under this permit is 20 percent of the gross value of the minerals 
secured from the State parcel that are sold, or otherwise disposed of, or held for 
sale or other disposition during the permit’s term. 
 

STAFF ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION: 
Authority: 

Public Resources Code sections 6005, 6216, 6217.5, 6301, 6890, 6891, 
6895 and 8701; California Code of Regulations, title 2, sections 2200 
through 2203. 

 
State’s Best Interests Analysis: 

The Applicant will prospect the State parcel in a safe and efficient manner 
with no disturbance to any vegetation or items of historical or 
archaeological significance. All access will be on foot, except for a 
personal pickup truck driven on existing roads. To ensure that the 
prospecting activities will not affect any wildlife or vegetation, staff has 
added certain permit conditions to the original permit, (see Exhibit C, 
attached). The Applicant is required to submit quarterly royalty statements 
including the completed prospecting activities during the quarter.  

 
No drilling is permitted on the State parcel. Such activities would require 
an amendment to the permit and environmental review pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). There are currently no other 
interests or applications to prospect this State parcel and exploration 
results have yielded favorable results.  
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Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6895, upon discovery of 
commercially valuable mineral deposits, the successful exploration may 
result in a Commission-authorized preferential lease. If authorized, the 
preferential lease would allow for responsible extraction of valuable 
minerals deposits and generate royalty revenue for the California State 
Teachers’ Retirement System. 

 
Climate Change: 

As stated in Safeguarding California Plan: 2018 Update (California Natural 
Resources Agency 2018), climate change is projected to increase the 
frequency and severity of natural disasters related to flooding, fire, 
drought, extreme heat, and storms. The State parcel and surrounding land 
are vulnerable to these weather events; however, these projected climate 
change effects are not expected to affect the permitted activities on the 
State parcel.   

 
Conclusion: 

For all the reasons above, staff believes the permit extension is in the 
State’s best interests and recommends the Commission’s approval of this 
permit extension. 

 
PREREQUISITE CONDITIONS, FEES AND EXPENSES: 

1. The Applicant submitted the required filing fee, acreage deposit, and the 
approximate expense deposit. 

 
2. The State parcel is currently not known to contain commercially valuable 

mineral deposits. 
 
3. This permit does not provide for a performance bond or other security 

device in the Commission’s favor, until an exploratory drilling program is 
proposed on the State parcel. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. This action is consistent with the Commission’s Strategic Plan, Strategy 
1.1, to deliver the highest levels of public health and safety in the 
protection, preservation and responsible economic lands use and 
resources; and Strategy 2.1, to optimize returns for the responsible 
development and State school lands use and resources, both onshore and 
offshore.  

 
2. Staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of the CEQA as a categorically exempt project. The 
project is exempt under Class 6, Information Collection; California Code of 
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Regulations, title 2, section 2905, subdivision (e)(3). 
 

Authority: Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, title 14, section 15300 and California Code of Regulations, 
title 2, section 2905. 

 
3. This activity involves lands which have NOT been identified as possessing 

significant environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq.; however, the Commission has declared that all lands 
are significant by nature of their public ownership (as opposed to 
environmentally significant). Since such declaration of significance is not 
based upon the requirements and criteria of Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq., use classifications for such lands have not been 
designated. Therefore, the finding of the project’s consistency with the use 
classification as required by California Code of Regulations, title 2, section 
2954 is not applicable. 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 
C. Mineral Prospecting Permit 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of the CEQA 
pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15061 as a 
categorically exempt project, Class 6, Information Collection; California 
Code of Regulations, title 2, section 2905, subdivision (e)(3). 

 
STATE’S BEST INTERESTS: 

Find that the permit extension is in the best interests of the State. 
 
AUTHORIZATION: 

Authorize the mineral prospecting permit extension to Ronald James 
Martin for an additional and final 1-year term from November 1, 2018, 
through October 31, 2019, for placer gold and minerals other than oil, gas, 
geothermal resources, sand and gravel, within the State parcel, described 
in Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B (for reference purposes only). 
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